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Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Joan and St. Louise,

Our Herald is a wondering means of announcing the good news of 
what the Lord is doing in our midst at St. Joan and St. Louise.  Since 
our last publication, we continue to experience a season of change, 
but it is a fertile season!  God has given us everything that we need so 
that we might build an even more vibrant parish.

We have been richly blessed with many wonderful resources in our 
two parishes.  I am continually impressed and encouraged by that 
most precious resource of faith, which is so evident in the lives of our 
parishioners.  Much of the good news we share in the Herald attests 
to the strong connections our people have to our parish churches 
and traditions, their many friendships, and the generosity of our 
community in serving our neighbors.

I greatly appreciate the work that goes into producing our Herald 
twice each year, because I know that the contributions of so many 
parishioners is a labor of love, which aims only to build up our 
community already firmly established on a foundation of Christian 
Faith, Hope and Love.

Please continue to pray with me, to recommit ourselves to the worthy 
work of building relationships among us, and to grow in unity around 
the Eucharist we celebrate.

Through the intercession of His Blessed Mother, St. Joan of Arc and 
St. Louise de Marillac, may the Lord to continue to give growth to our 
Church, and to bless the work of our hands.

Yours in Christ,
 

Fr. Joseph E. Sioli
Parish Grouping Administrator
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Each year all of the parishes of our Diocese of Pittsburgh participate 
in the Parish Share Program (PSP). PSP supports the work of the 
Church throughout the Diocese, making it possible for our bishop 
and those who work with him to minister to Catholics and our 
neighbors, to educate seminarians and to further the work of the 
Church in many more ways. 

St. Louise de Marillac Parish’s goal for this year is $225,438. St. Joan 
of Arc Parish’s goal for this year is $87,249. Any donations to PSP 
received in excess of our assessment return directly to our parish – 
with the added benefit of remaining free from any future assessment. 
Therefore, if you are making a  gift to the parish, we ask that you 
consider designating it to Parish Share. 

If you haven’t done so already, please consider making a contribution 
today to help us reach this year’s goal. Kindly fill out the pledge card below 
and return both the “Parish” and “Diocese” copies to the Parish Office.

• You can include a check payable to "St. Joan of Arc Parish" or  
“St. Louise de Marillac Parish.” 

• If you use Faith Direct, you may call them at 1-866-507-8757  
to arrange your contribution or do so through their website at  
www.faithdirect.net. Our parish code is PA27. 

We appreciate the generosity of our parishioners, in supporting both 
our own parish and so many other good and important works.

Parish 
Share

P R O G R A M



We have a tremendous community here. And we want to 
make sure it’s as easy as possible for every one of you to be 
involved and connected to it all. So, we’ve adopted a way of 
communicating that makes it much simpler for you to get  
the information you want from us! It’s powered by a service 
called Flocknote. Like sending a “note” to your “flock”. 

At St. Louise and St. Joan, we want to effectively communicate 
things such as upcoming events and holy day Mass times. We 
want to keep you informed as easily as possible.

LET’S STAY  
     CONNECTED

To join St. Joan of Arc Flocknote,  
simply text SJA1954 to 84576. 

To join St. Louise de Marillac Flocknote, 
simply text STL2016 to 84576.

flocknote

ST.  J OA N  O F  A R C
ST.  LO U I S E  D E  M A R I L L AC

If you do not text, but would like to receive email updates, please email 
Jason Zych at jzych@stlouisedemarillac.org to be added to Flocknote.
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As one season gradually changes to the next, two familiar faces 
at St. Joan of Arc are transitioning into a new season in their 
lives. After years of serving the parish, Bev Buddemeyer, Religious 
Education Program Manager, and Audrey Wurst, Youth Ministry 
Leader, are retiring from their respective positions this summer.

A parishioner since 1979, 
Bev started working with St. 
Joan’s religious education 
program in the 1980s as a 
volunteer teacher when her 
son was in first grade. She 
remembers getting a call two 
weeks after classes started 
because they needed an as-
sistant for one of the teach-
ers. A week later that teacher 
quit, so Bev took her place 
and taught the class. 

The years went by and Bev 
continued teaching. She 
considered leaving teach-
ing when her daughter fin-
ished eighth grade, which 
happened to be the year the 
diocese started to computer-
ize the office. Bev, up for the 
challenge of using the new 
equipment, began working as 
Assistant Program Manager 
and became Program Manag-
er the following year, in 1992. 

Bev said that for her, St. 
Joan’s has been home. She 
said that many of her former 
students sent their kids to St. 

Changing

Joan’s for religious education, 
and some of them became 
her CCD teachers.

“It’s a family” said Bev. “This 
church is truly a family for 
me – I don’t know what I’d do 
without them.”

While Bev is ready for retire-
ment, she admitted that the 
actual leaving was difficult. 
As the school year ended, all 
the students got together for 
a pizza party with Bev, which 
was a fun way to say good-
bye. 

“I feel like I’m leaving a 
whole part of me” said Bev. 
“But I’m looking forward to 
find out who I am now.”

Bev plans to step back from 
parish activities for the first 
year after she retires. “I will 
be here,” she explained, “but 
my husband and I are plan-
ning to travel.” One of their 
destinations will be North 
Carolina, home of their first 
grandchild.

Bev Buddemeyer 

 WHAT ST. JOAN MEANS TO ME

Seasons B Y  T E R R Y  K I S H
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Fellow retiree Audrey 
Wurst began volunteer-
ing with St. Joan’s Youth 
Ministry in 1999, when 
her twin daughters 
were in eighth grade, 
and continued volun-
teering with her young-
er son. “I really enjoyed 
it so much, I continued 
with it even after my 
kids had graduated.”

Six years ago, when the 
former youth ministry 
leader left, Audrey was 
asked to fill the open 
position.

Audrey said the youth 
ministry program at St. 
Joan’s focused on three 
main areas: spiritual, 
social, and service. She 
said they had a lot of 
fun activities where 
the students got to 
know each other so-
cially, and the spiritual 
grew from that.

According to Audrey, she 
tried to vary the activi-
ties, but there were sev-
eral events that proved so 
popular they continue to 
take place year after year, 
including a day of service 
in the fall where students 
help older parishioners; 
breakfast with Santa; a 
24-hour Holy Thursday/
Good Friday lock-in; and 
an Appalachia work camp 
every July. 

With one daughter in Alas-
ka and another daughter 
and four grandchildren in 
Chicago (her son stayed 
in western Pennsylvania), 
Audrey and her husband 
have travel plans in their 
future. Audrey also plans 
to stay involved in service 
ministries, expressing 
interest in being involved 
with the parish fish fry, 
helping with funeral 
lunches, and possibly be-
coming part of the Ladies 
of Charity at St. Louise.

Audrey Wurst
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Pastor Father Joe Sioli said 
he was very appreciative for 
their presence on the parish 
staff. He said that as long-
time parish staff members 
and parishioners at St. Joan, 
they helped him come to 
know the parish in a very 
beautiful way, helping him 
to see the parishioners 
through their eyes.

“I am immensely grateful 
to both of them for their 
hard work, and generous, 
loving natures,” said Father 
Joe. “They deserve their 
retirement to be with their 
families and I hope they’ll 
continue to be vibrant 
members of the parish.” 

While leaving their positions 
is bittersweet for Bev and 
Audrey, both women are ex-
cited about the future of the 
religious education program 
and the youth ministry.

“We are so blessed to have 
Father Joe, Father Jon and 
Father Dan,” said Audrey.

Bev said that while St. Joan 
and St. Louise are different 
parishes, they are so much 
the same in love and a feel-
ing of acceptance. “St. Joan’s 
will always be my home,” 
said Bev, “and now St. Lou-
ise is my home.” 

“I never thought I would 
have two homes!” 

Thank You



RCIA 
PILGRIMS 
ON THE 

JOURNEY
B Y  R E B E C C A  P E T T I G R E W

R
C I

A
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THIS YEAR ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC 

REJOICED WITH 2 CATECHUMENS AND 

5 CANDIDATES AT THE EASTER VIGIL.  

THESE MEN AND WOMEN STARTED 

THEIR FORMAL JOURNEY WITH STL RCIA 

BEGINNING IN OCTOBER AND MET FOR 

NEARLY EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING 

LEADING UP TO EASTER TO ENGAGE IN 

PRAYERFUL AND JOYFUL FELLOWSHIP 

AND STUDY IN PREPARATION FOR 

ASSENTING TO THE NICENE CREED AND 

RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENTS OF 

INITIATION:  BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION, 

AND EUCHARIST. 
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Across the globe on the 
evening of Holy Saturday, Holy 
Mother Church gathers her 
new sons and daughters into 
the family of Christ, bathing 
them in the blessed Baptismal 
waters, which makes them New 
Creations, and marking them 
indelibly with the Sacred Oil 
of Catechumens, which seals 
them in the Holy Spirit.  She 
also welcomes those who were 
baptized into other Christian 
denominations into full 
communion with herself.  These 
candidates are anointed with 
chrism oil in the sacrament of 
confirmation. Blessed by the 
bishop, Chrism oil signifies the 
spiritual connection between 
the confirmand and the 
shepherd of souls, their bishop, 
and represents the unbroken 
line of succession which traces 
back to the Apostles chosen 
by Christ himself.  The mark 
of the cross, drawn upon their 
foreheads with chrism oil in the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, 
seals the confirmand with the 
Holy Spirit so that each “may 
share more completely in the 
mission of Jesus Christ and the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit with 
which he is filled, so that their 
lives may give off the ‘aroma of 
Christ’.”  The suffusive balsam 

fragrance of the sacred chrism 
signifies the transforming 
and transfiguring presence of 
Christ in the life of those who 
are sealed in the sacrament.  
Now they are charged with the 
mission of carrying Christ into 
the world, sharing in the great 
commission to announce the 
Good News of our redemption 
in Christ, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.  The Vigil 
culminates with the source 
and summit of our faith, the 
Eucharist, in which the newly 
confirmed finally receive the 
Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ, his pledge of everlasting 
fidelity and presence to and in 
those who, by his grace, turn to 
him in repentance and strive to 
follow him in love.  

Adolescent Catechumen 
Kirstin Koch, was prepared 
for Baptism and Eucharist by 
catechist Mary Diedrich, while 
our adult Catechumen, Brian 
Culp, and Candidates, Steve 
Levi, Anna Hladek, Jim Frauen, 
Doyle Young and Doyle Young 
III were prepared by Fr. Dan 
Maurer, Rebecca Pettigrew, 
and Dr. Mike Pensentadler for 
the sacraments required for 
full communion in the Catholic 
Church.  Accompanying our 
Catechumen and Candidates 

were parishioners Lynn 
Giovanniti, Kerri Hopkins, 
Andy Hays, Jennie Brown, and 
Jeanne Fogarty.  Sponsors 
Patrick McQuiggan and Rich 
Novak and spouses Nancy 
Payton and Paula Frauen 
also joined in the journey.  
Additionally, Kathy Bonessi 
led the group at the start 
with a five-week program of 
Discovering Christ in which the 
participants came together 
for food, fellowship and 
the fostering of a desire for 
encounter with the person 
of Christ and a deepening 
intimacy with Him through 
the Holy Spirit.  It is our hope 
that RCIA will have facilitated 
in these new Catholics a life-
long and transformational 
relationship with Jesus Christ 
which will translate into a 
dynamic and engaged Christian 
life of faith, hope, and charity 
so they will serve as beacons 
of the power and truth of the 
Gospel in a world which needs 
it so desperately.  

May the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, all the Angels, and the 
Saints in heaven, particularly 
the Blessed Mother, guard and 
guide our brothers and sisters 
in Christ all their days to come 
and may the Body of Christ 
rejoice in her it's members!
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The biggest fear that I think 
anyone has when coming into 
a new church is the anxiety 
as to whether they will fit 
in.  After prayer and seeking 
discernment, the thought then 
turns to the community and 
how you can interact. Any 
concerns that I had in this area 
were quelled after the first 
RCIA class.

The RCIA class here at St. 
Louise allows you to embrace 
the beauty of our Catholic faith 
while making connections with 
not only other new members, 

but also members of the Parish 
that come in to volunteer and 
for fellowship. By the time I 
received the Eucharist the first 
time, I was not only equipped 
with the knowledge of what 
the Church believes, but also 
had developed a relationship 
with other people who believe.  

I’ve had a circuitous faith 
journey that led me here to 
St. Louise.  At no other stop 
on this “road home” have I 
ever felt the true Christian 
charity and love that we are 
commanded to show in the 

Bible. To any reader who is on 
the fence about whether to 
take the plunge to fully benefit 
and partake in the awesome 
blessings of the Church, you 
would be doing your faith 
life a disservice by not really 
considering RCIA.  

Having finished RCIA, 
becoming in full Communion 
with the Catholic Church, I find 
myself motivated by the words 
of St. Ignatius of Loyola: “Go 
forth and set the world on fire”.

 DOYLE W. YOUNG III

RCIA REFLECTIONS:
F O L L O W I N G  A R E  R E F L E C T I O N S  S H A R E D  B Y  S O M E  O F  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  C A N D I DAT E S . 
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Being part of RCIA at St. 
Louise has been a wonderful 
experience. The enthusiasm 
and passion that Rebecca, 
Mike, Lynn, Father Dan, 
Father Joe and all of 
those involved in the RCIA 
program share is inspiring.

When I joined the class,  
I was expecting a history  
lesson or bible study. What  
I was surprised to learn was  
how relevant our discussions 
were to things occurring in  
our daily lives.

I really enjoyed being a part 
of this group and getting to 
know the other candidates 
and their families. The 
Easter Vigil was a beautiful 
evening. It was a special 
moment for each candidate 
and a joy to witness as a 
community.

 ANNA HLADEK

R
C I

A
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I’ve been attending mass at St 
Louise de Marillac with my wife and 
children for over 20 years.  This 
church has been a big part of our 
lives and played a central role in 
the development of our family’s 
spiritual, social, educational, and even 
athletic identities.  As a Presbyterian 
who married into a Catholic family, 
I’ve always felt welcomed and 
comfortable here.  I enjoyed being an 
STL school parent and celebrating 
with my sons as they proceeded 
through their religious education and 
sacraments. I enjoy going to Mass but 
it was apparent that I was missing 
something - that I wasn’t fully a part 
of the Catholic Church - and thought 
I was okay with that. Even now I can’t 
put my finger on one specific reason 
that I was drawn to explore RCIA this 
past year but I am glad that I did.

It was easy to get started.  One 
phone call to Rebecca Pettigrew 
gave me an opportunity to start 
exploring RCIA through discussion 
and participation in the Christ 
Life program.  Yes, it was a time 
commitment, but I quickly began 
to look forward to our Wednesday 
evening classes.  Rebecca and our 
parish sponsors do a great job of 
making everyone feel welcome (the 
wine and snacks help).  We worked 
our way through the Catechism 
with lively discussion and genuine 
fellowship.  The experience was more 
educational than I expected. Even 
after all these years of being around a 
Catholic family, a Catholic school, and 
participating in Catholic traditions, 
there was more to learn.  

I look forward to Mass even more 
now that I can fully participate. With 
this new perspective I hope that I can 
be a better version of myself.  It is a 
continuous journey but I am fortunate 
that I got a great start through the St 
Louise RCIA program.

Before RCIA I felt I was part of 
St Louise, now I am a part of the 
Catholic Church. 

 JIM FRAUEN



I was molested by a priest. My parents believed me and handled it 
as best they could in 1961. Now that I have your attention, I must 
say that experience never affected my faith in God.

I read somewhere that your parents give you your belief in God, 
but having faith is a gift from God. 

I was able to share this gift with my husband with the help of the 
RCIA Program at St. Louise de Marillac.

Steve’s mother raised him in her Methodist religion. His father was 
a Jew who practiced “Goodnessism”. 

Steve’s conversion was a process started by attending Mass with 
me ten years ago. The people he met in our Church sparked his 
interest in Catholicism. He said Catholics had “a particular joy” that 
he wanted.

We attended the RCIA classes together. It has been a wonderful 
experience. Great people. Relaxed atmosphere. No pressure. 
Learning, sharing and growing.

Steve’s faith journey has touched many of our friends and family. It 
has enhanced every aspect of our lives.  

In the words of Father Bob Miller at St. Benedict the Abbot, we 
have embraced the charge, “Go forth to love and serve the Lord 
and each other.”

  NANCY PAYTON LEVEY

GIVE REBECCA 

PETTIGREW A 

CALL SHOULD 

YOU HAVE ANY 

QUESTIONS 

ABOUT RCIA:  

(412)-770-7635.

R
C I

A
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2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR SAVE THE DATES!

JOIN US FOR OUR ALL SCHOOL MASS EVERY FRIDAY AT 9:00 AM. 

RACE 4 CATHOLIC EDUCATION
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St. Louise de Marillac 

FAMILY FISH FRY
FEB 28 

MARCH 6, 13, 20, 27
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FEBRUARY 7FEBRUARY 7

T O N Y A  M A R T I N

www.emptynestphotographystudio.com  |  emptynestphotographystudio@gmail.com
724-941-3832  |  McMurray, PA 15317

Empty Nest  
Photography Studio



Eggstravaganza
STL Parish hosted the Third Annual Holy Satur-
day Eggstravaganza and Blessing of Easter Foods 
Baskets, celebrating a centuries-old tradition in 
a 21st century parish!

The time between Good Friday and Easter Sun-
day is a great day for St. Louise de Marillac fam-
ilies to gather together for a living celebration 
of the Word of God, which we call, the Family 
Eggstravaganza. As always, it was truly an “egg-
straordinary” event this year!

There were five activities for families, each 
representing a facet of faith, with two new this 
year!  Families dyed eggs, representing the Res-
urrection and new life, and made Eastern Eu-
ropean-style hot water “shrink wrap” Pysanky, 
with many Byzantine iconographic styles, and 
folk artistic geometric styles.  This year, we in-
troduced palm cross weaving, and take-out con-
tainer/pail Easter baskets to make it easier to 
carry their eggs home.  As always, the decorated 
wheat sheaves, symbolizing Jesus as the Bread 
of Life, were very popular, with designs getting 
more creative every year!  Many thanks also, 
to Chick-Fil-A, Robinson, and Dunkin Donuts, 
Upper St. Clair, for donating food to the Family 
Eggstravaganza.

Following the Family Eggstravaganza, families 
joined many other parishioners in the church to 
have their Easter foods baskets blessed by Fr. Joe.  

The altar and sanctuary areas were beautifully 
decorated with many flowers and plants, dedi-
cated in memory of or in honor of many loved 
ones by parishioners.  The tradition of the Bless-
ing of Easter Food Baskets goes back many cen-
turies to signify the end of the Lenten fast.  Each 
item in the basket symbolically represented a 
religious aspect of Lent or the Resurrection.  The 
baskets were decorated with ribbons, boxwood, 
and dried flowers, and included a lit white can-
dle to represent Jesus as the light of the world.  
A white linen ‘basket cover’ signified the shroud 
that wrapped Jesus in the tomb.

Historically, Holy Saturday was spent by families 
as a day of solemn reflection of Jesus, dead in 
the tomb, with a day of waiting.  Christians con-
templated the somber and uncomfortable topic 
of their own mortal deaths as a way of connect-
ing with receiving the Good News of life on Eas-
ter Sunday.  However, “this silence only speaks, 
of course, because it was broken; because Jesus 
is alive.  [the] Word has not been muted even 
by the death which is took on … There is more 
to the story.  It may yet be winter but there is 
present the promise of spring.  The Christian 
faith is nothing without this.”  Holy Saturday 
was a beautiful day to celebrate the promise of 
the Resurrection with your St. Louise de Marillac 
family at the Family Eggstravaganza.  We look 
forward to seeing you at next year’s event! 

B Y  V A L E R I E  G L Y P T I S

Family
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Bronagh
Saint

T he storm had raged through the 
night. It was now early morn-

ing. The rain had all but stopped, but 
the wind and angry clouds remained. 
Bronagh was peppered with spray as 
she walked along the shore. She was 
conducting a search and it didn't take 
her long to find what she was looking 
for; several dying men 
washing ashore with the 
tide. Bronagh called out 
to her sisters. Together, 
they waded into the surf, 
and started pulling half-
drowned men from the 
frigid waters of Carlingford 
Lough. 

St. Bronagh (also spelled 
Bronach) was a member of 
Clan Dal Riata and a disciple of St. Pat-
rick. Around the year 500, she estab-
lished a hermitage near Cranfield Point, 
where Carlingford Lough empties into 
the Irish Sea. 

In Bronagh's day, shipwrecks were com-
mon along this rugged stretch of Irish 
coast. Bronagh used to walk the shore 
in the wake of violent storms to search 
for castaways. In time, she was joined in 
this work by other women, and her her-
mitage grew into an abbey – a group of 
women religious who lived out their vo-
cation by operating a life-saving station. 

An ancient high cross in the churchyard 
just off the Kilbroney Road is thought to 
mark her grave. 

There is an old legend associated with 
Bronagh’s abbey. It is said that the sis-
ters acquired a bell, and that when they 
rang the bell, it could be heard by ships 
passing just off shore. On stormy nights, 
the sisters would take turns ringing the 
bell to warn ships away from the danger 
of the rocks.

According to the legend, the 
abbey bell continued to toll 
long after the abbey fell to 
ruin. Some put the ringing of 
the bell down to ghosts or fair-
ies. Others thought it was an 
ill omen. Still others credited 
the ringing of the ghost bell to 
the intercession of St. Bronagh 
and her sisters. 

About 150 years ago, an old oak tree 
near the grave of St. Bronagh came 
down in a storm. Encased inside the tree 
(or in a section of wall destroyed by the 
falling tree – accounts vary), two villagers 
found an ancient bronze bell. The bell is 
now on display at the parish church in 
the village of Rostraver. 

The parish church also boasts a stained-
glass window that depicts St. Bronagh 
holding a crozier or episcopal staff. She 
is often depicted in art in this way. It's 
thought that her brother was the local 
bishop and that, at the time of his death, 
he entrusted her with custody of his 
crozier until a new bishop could be ap-
pointed. The crozier was lost during the 
Protestant Reformation.   

BY CHRISTOPHER REIBOLD
The Saint Story Guy
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St. Bronagh is the 
patron saint of 
Kilbroney Parish. 
Her Feast Day is 
April 2nd.



ministry
P

RAY E R  S H AW
L

S T .  J O A N  O F  A R C ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC

We are giving a shawl  or blanket to 
someone who needs prayers. People 
feel comfort through that..."

B Y  S A R A H  D U D I K

The shawls created by the knitters 
and crocheters at St. Joan of Arc 
and St. Louise have touched the 
lives of almost 5,000 recipients.

But Karen Urbanowitz, the current 
organizer of St. Joan’s group, 
wants you to know that it isn’t 
about the prayer shawls, it’s  
about the prayers. 
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Urbanowitz is always looking for 
those who might be in need of 
prayers. She has sent shawls to the 
families of the Tree of Life shooting 
victims, to Ryan Shazier, to those 
in hospice, and to the RCIA group 
at St. Louise before they were 
initiated into the church. When the 
Youth Group travels to Appalachia, 
blankets are sent as housewarming 
gifts for the people they are helping.  

The group also routinely sends 
shawls and blankets to Jefferson 
Hospital. 

“It’s amazing to see how many 
people it truly affects. It doesn’t 
just impact the person you give 
the shawl to, but also their family,” 
Urbanowitz said. “People are 
amazed at the fact that people who 
don’t even know them have done 
something for them. It’s wonderful 
to hear the stories.”

Many of those in need of prayers 
have received a difficult medical 
diagnosis. When the recipients get 
good news about their conditions 
after receiving the shawl, they 
often say that the shawl made the 
difference. Urbanowitz is quick to 
tell them to credit the prayers.

“There is nothing more powerful 
than prayer,” she said.    

Shawls can be 
requested through 
the parish office 
for anyone in 
need. While shawls 
are provided at 
no expense to 
anyone in need, 
the group does 
accept monetary 
donations and 
donations of 
yarn. Those who 
are interested 
in assisting the 
group do not 
need to have any 
knitting or crochet 
experience; 
volunteers are 
needed both 
to pray for the 
recipients and to 
help package the 
items.

“We are giving a shawl or 
blanket to someone who 
needs prayers. People 

feel comfort through that,” said 
Urbanowitz. “But it’s more of an 
outward symbol of the prayers we 
are giving them.”

While making the item, the crafter 
says a prayer for the recipient. 
The shawls are then blessed by a 
priest before they are delivered.  
Once the item is given, the 
person’s name goes in a book and 
the prayers continue. 

The group at St. Joan was started 
in April 2004 by Carol Lach and 
Carolyn Smith. When a group 
was interested at St. Louise, Lach 
worked with them and their group 
began in February 2006. 

The St. Louise group has given out 
380 shawls over the years. While 
they started with seven members, 
only three are now active.

The group at St. Joan has been very 
dynamic over the years, distributing 
more than 4,600 shawls and 
blankets to every state and around 
the world. They typically have 10 to 
12 members at their meetings, held 
year-round with a summer break, 
and have seen some new members 
join with the parish merger.
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2013 SUMMER CAMP GROUP PICTURE

Within a year of the establishment of St. Louise de Marillac Parish, Boy Scout Troop 
4 was created with Ray Seng as Scoutmaster (the adult responsible for working 
directly with the Scouts providing direction, coaching, and support), Bob McNamara 
as the Committee Chair (adult who appoints and supervises the unit adult leaders, 
and organizes them to see that a successful program is run in accordance with 
applicable standards) and 21 youth members.  From those humble beginnings, 
the St. Louise Boy Scouting program began, and has continued for over 56 years.    

While I do not have an exact number, I estimate in excess of 600 young men have been 
associated with Troop 4, with 152 earning scouting’s highest rank – Eagle Scout.
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The Boy Scouts of America were founded in 1912 
by William D. Boyce of Pittsburgh with the purpose 
of building strong character values, citizenship, and 
leadership skills in the youth of today so they could 
be the leaders of tomorrow in business, industry, 
military, and government.  The scouts of the troop 
are divided into patrols of 8 - 10 boys with one 
serving the leadership position of Patrol Leader and 
the Patrol Leaders report to the overall youth leaders 
of the Troop: Senior Patrol Leader and Assistant 
Senior Patrol Leader.

So, you may think all we do is go camping, but 
that is an end to the means.  On the campouts, 
the boys develop their independence by getting 
away from home and their mom and dad.  During 
this time, they are the ones planning the outing, 
learning and demonstrating leadership skills while 
they work together to have a safe, successful, and 
memorable outing.  

Troop 4 Scoutmasters are somewhat like Pittsburgh 
Steeler Head Coaches; since 1990 the Troop has 
had 3 Scoutmasters: Jim Hannegan (1990 – 1999), 
Alan Chute (2000 – 2003), Tom O’Brien (2004 – P).  I 
became involved with St. Louise scouting in 1994 
when my oldest son, Patrick, joined Cub Scout 
Pack 4 and I remained associated with Pack 4 in 
various leadership positions (Treasurer, Den Leader, 
Committee Chair and Cubmaster) until 2002 when 
my youngest son, Sean, joined Troop 4.  Patrick 
earned his Eagle rank in 2004 and Sean in 2008.  In 
December 2003, Troop 4 was down to only 4 scouts 
and was ready to cease operations.  I met with the 
adult leaders of our Cub Scout Pack and explained to 
them how I would oversee Troop 4.  Upon receiving 
their agreement to support Troop 4 for a couple 
of years, and after consulting with my wife, Linda, I 
accepted the role of Scoutmaster.  John Seely-Gant 
agreed to be the Committee Chair and with Assistant 
Scoutmasters Chris Pritz, Bob Fick, Roy Graham, and 
Scott Carnivale we set a course for rebuilding Troop 
4, and I have to say we were very successful.  Within 
3 years Troop 4 had over 40 scouts, and a couple 
of years later we had close to 60 scouts.  Today the 
Troop has 32 youth.

I strongly believe the key to a successful Boy 
Scout Program is one that gives scouts ample 
opportunity to develop leadership skills, encourages 
advancement through the ranks (Scout, Tenderfoot, 
2nd Class, 1st Class, Star, Life and ultimately 
Eagle), high adventure activities, and create lasting 
memories.  As such, we have weekly meetings during 
the school year (bi-weekly during the summer), 
camp each month, and organize several community 
service projects each year.  Twice a year the scouts 
will have meetings devoted towards planning the 
Troop 4 calendar for the next year.  The scouts select 
which camps they want to visit during each month 
of the year, one or two high adventure activities, 
community service projects, and merit badges they 
would like to have classes on during some of our 
meetings.

Most years we camp 28 nights; 9 weekend outings, a 
December overnighter at St. Louise, a 3-night outing 
over the Memorial Weekend, and a 6-night summer 
camp outing.  The weekend outings are at Boy Scout 
camps and state parks within a 2-hour drive, and 
during November through March we are in rustic Boy 
Scout cabins.  Our Memorial weekend outings are 
like a vacation, with 2 action-packed days of touring 
and activities in Washington DC, Philadelphia, 
Niagara Falls, Gettysburg, Baltimore/Annapolis, or 
Cleveland.  Summer camp is in the Laurel Highlands 
at a camp which offers many exciting opportunities 
for the youth, and it features a 270-acre lake.  Our 
high adventure activities include caving, climbing 
and rappelling, zip lining, whitewater rafting, 30-
mile canoe trip, backpacking, and rifle and shotgun 
shooting.   Other memorable outings included going 
through the U.S. Capitol Rotunda to pay our respects 
to President Gerald Ford (Eagle Scout), working 
several Steeler games handing out programs before 
the game, launching model rockets, and much more!

2007 – TAKING DOWN AND FOLDING THE U.S FLAG AT FT. MCHENRY

2014 ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL – RELIGIOUS AWARDS
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Service projects consist of some routine efforts such 
as Adopt-A-Highway on McMurray Rd, assisting local 
dignitaries with their annual paper shredding event, 
assisting with cleanup after the St. Louise Family 
Fish Fries, overseeing parking efforts during the St. 
Louise Men’s Fish Fry and the De Marillac Guild Craft 
Show, and setting up tables and chairs for the school 
picnic.  Then during the year we will have scouts 
who organize their Eagle Project, which is usually 
the last step for them to earn their Eagle rank.  The 
project must benefit a non-profit organization and be 
a significant effort (require at least 100 service hours 
by all involved).  The scout will meet with various 
people to select a project, write-up his plan, and get 
it approved by the Troop and the South Hills area 
Advancement Chair.  He will then recruit volunteers 
(fellow scouts, Troop 4 adults, family, and friends) to 
carry out the project under his leadership.  We have 
had anywhere from 1 to 2 of these projects in a year, 
to as many as 10.  In my years as Scoutmaster, 69 of 
these projects have been completed, requiring over 
15,000 hours of effort, with an estimated benefit of 
$250,000 to various communities/organizations. 

It is interesting that as a youth, I was in Boy Scouts for 
just over two years, only got as far as 1st Class, and 
did about 25 nights of camping.  But the values and 
camaraderie of this organization stayed with me, such 
that, I guided my sons to participate in this program; 
and have stayed around long after they completed 
it. I estimate I have devoted over 20,000 hours to 
overseeing Troop 4 since I became Scoutmaster, 
with that including 465 nights of camping.  It is very 
rewarding to see these 11-year-olds join Troop 4; 
many having spent little time away from their parents.  
Through the scouting program, our older scouts 
mentor and lead them; teaching them how to set-up 
a tent, how to prepare a menu for a weekend, how to 
cook their meals, how to build a fire, how to be safe 
in the outdoors, how to be a good citizen through 
community service, and how to lead a group of 

boys.  Then after a few years, those boys are the ones 
mentoring the new 11-year-olds who join Troop 4.  
Then they are the Senior Patrol Leaders of the Troop, 
and finally we see them lead their Eagle Project.   In 
6 to 7 years they turn 18 and have completed their 
journey along the “Scouting Trail”.  Many will use 
what they have learned throughout their life, and the 
majority will get their sons involved, and they will take 
on adult leadership roles.  

During my time as Scoutmaster, 199 boys have been 
registered in Troop 4, with 76 of them earning their 
Eagle Rank (6 of these boys completed their Eagle 
in another troop), and 32 are currently working on 
earning their Eagle.  This is a rate of 45%, which is well 
above the 4% national rate.  I have overheard the boys 
say “In Troop 4 you are expected to earn your Eagle”.

This past December my efforts as Scoutmaster of 
Troop 4 were recognized by South Hills Judge 
Ron Arnoni by being named a 2018 Bethel Park 
Outstanding Citizen. 

However, Troop 4’s level of success is only achieved 
through a dedicated group effort.  Over the past 15 
years the Troop has been blessed to have numerous 
Assistant Scoutmasters assist me with guiding the 
scouts along the “Trail to Eagle”.  A few, Chris Pritz, 

2015 MEMORIAL WEEKEND – TOURING WASHINGTON DC 

2017 EASTER VIGIL MASS CEREMONIAL FIRE
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Donald Merz
Richard Mueller
Charles Schofield
William Clark
David O’Donnel
Greg McIntyre
Keith Stenger
Paul Ligman
Howard Bednar
Richard Koenig 
Mark Schloesslin 
James Shanahan 
Tom Walsh 
Ron Stegal 
John Smith 
Greg Steele 
George Svaranowic 
Joseph Smith 
James Steele 
Tom Christen 
Mark Popovitch 
John Butler 
Chris Kolkitz 
Patrick Butler 
Sean Walsh 
Jeff Carr 
Tom Hammill 
Greg Birkenstock 
Greg Varljen 
Mike Tuite 
Dan Svaranowic 
Douglas Graham 
Dave Comeaux 
Jeff Donlevy 
Mark Varljen 
Joe Birkenstock 
Tom Butzler 
Mark Kasmerski 
Dave Birkenstock 
Scott Poage 
John Poage 
William Campbell 
Shawn Hannegan 
Paul Swartz 
Joseph Pickell 
Nate Browand 
Brett Weinheimer 
Geoff Zawacki 
Alex Bischoff 
Jeff Irwin 
Mike Rothermund 

TROOP 4 EAGLE HONOR ROLL 1962 - Present

TROOP 4 ADULT LEADERS

Mike Nicolella 
Keith Campbell 
Matt Pickell 
Adrian Bischoff 
Brian Murphy 
Michael Byrne 
Dean Heffernan 
Dana Howell 
Chris Jamerson 
Chris Pickell 
Mike McKinney 
Steve Butzler 
Hugh Murphy 
Andy Chute 
David Irwin 
Jeremy Browand 
John Allan Bryan 
John Macsurak 
Tom Armstrong 
Paul Hauge 
Chris Riley 
Dan Pokrifka 
Brian Cronin 
Jon Thurner 
Peter Howell 
Andrew Kozar 
Dan Doan 
Terry Heffernan 
Chris Hauge 
Tony Chute 
Tim Cook 
George Zoeckler 
David Hauge 
Patrick O’Brien 
Joe Kelly 
J.T. Gralka 
Nathaniel Meyers 
Sean O’Brien 
Benjamin Pritz 
JT Ploschnitznig 
Adam Meyers 
Zachary Parks 
Henry Walther 
Mark Carnivale 
Matt Novak 
Tim Graham 
Tim Martin 
Joseph 
Ploschnitznig 
John Fick 
Shane Priselac 

Ray Seng
John Hrivnak
Norm MErtz
Herk Ligman
Tim Lawry
Al Steele
Tom Varljen
Roy Val Comeaux
Maurice Courtney
Jim Hannegan
Alan Chute
Tom O'Brien

Eric Rothermel 
Gabriel Pritz 
Adam Lucas 
Taylor Johnston 
Anthony Cugini 
Evan Butler 
David Trombetta 
Eric Horn 
Michael Suchy 
Eric Carnivale 
Shane Fogarty 
Jacob Ploschnitznig 
Ryan Zalla 
Devan Zalla 
Connor Martin 
Joseph Starr 
Ben Settimio 
Daniel Krajovic
Matthew Fick
Stephen Barnhart
Nathan Swiech
Randy Ramaswamy
Bill Boehner
Jonathan Summers
Mihir Gite
Zach Basar
Matthew Ellsworth
Joseph Fick
Jack Johnson
Nick Cooper
Ken Barnhart
Chrlie Meyers
Mason Miller
Garrett Hoffman
Seth Stoll
Kevin Martin
Casey Lentz
Will Miller
Ben Smith
Jack Urso
Adam Kusluch
John Vitvitsky
Geneo Simeone
Alex Wolfe
Greydon Tomkowitz
Zach Miller
Luke Brndl
Paul Belak
Austin Carver
Charlie Schuck
Jackson Basar

Bob McNamara
Harvey Perry
Norm Mertz
Walter Johnston
Fred Mueller
Robert Moore
Herk Ligman
Tim Lawry
John Smith
Walter Colditz
Al Steele

John Hrivnak
Mike Rothermund
Hugh Murphy
Greg Riley
Marie Byrne
John Seely-Gant
Dave Johnston
Norn Swiech
Keith Barnhart
Mike Bullister

SCOUTMASTERS COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Scott Carnivale, and Priscilla Priselac have been 
with me for at least 13 of these years.  Additionally, 
many of our parents were registered Committee 
Members who assisted the Committee Chairs with 
administering the adult portion of Troop 4 to ensure 
our scouts have everything they need to carry out the 
program they develop each year.

In summary, scouting in Troop 4 is a wonderful 
experience for both the youth and his parents.  In this 
program you will create memories which will last a 
lifetime as we prepare your son to be a leader for the 
future through a fun-filled educational organization.  I 
feel very blessed to have had the opportunity to be a 
part of this organization for over 20 years.  I am very 
thankful that my wife, Linda,and my sons, Patrick and 
Sean, have supported me during this time, allowing me 
to devote a significant portion of my life to scouting.  

2018 FR. DAN CELEBRATING MASS IN OUR CABIN

2018 COUNCIL EAGLE SCOUT RECOGNITION DINNER

CAMPING ON THE GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD
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Youth
Ministry

BY JASON ZYCH AND AUDREY WURST

 YOUTH MINISTRY
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St. Joan of Arc  
Youth Ministry

December
Had a Breakfast with 
Santa and welcomed 
175 guests. We had 
an awesome buffet 
along with crafts and 
a treat for each child 
and, of course, a visit 
with Santa.

Went caroling at 
Sunrise Nursing 
facility. 

Made homemade 
chocolates for our 
Christmas and 
Easter sales for 
the  Appalachia 
Workcamp 
fundraising. 

Decorated and 
undecorated the 
church for Christmas

January 
Had a successful 
Breads 4 You sale 
with St. Louise's Mary 
Ann Kaufmann.

Continued having 
our monthly hoagie 
sales. 

March
Celebrated Mass at 
St. Patrick's with Fr. 
Joe and had lunch 
in the Strip, followed 
by a visit to St. 
Anthony's Chapel. 

Had an Italian Dinner 
Buffet and served 
more than 200 
people. 

April
Once again, held  
our annual 24-hour 
Lock-In.

Packaged boxes for 
our troops, made 
chocolates for a 
nursing home and  
for the shut-ins of 
Meals on Wheels, and 
held 2 sing-a-longs  
at the homes. 

Also made 130 Easter 
cards for shut-ins 
and residents of the 
nursing homes.



This past June, 24 of our teens teamed up with 
other local Catholic teens for our annual Mission 
Week. Every year our teens are more than willing 
to give up a week of their summer to give back 
to those in need throughout Lawrence County. 
The teens made their dwelling at S.N.P.J. in Enon 
Valley PA at night, and during the day they went 
out to serve those in need. During our evenings 
together the teens experienced many beautiful 
traditions of our Catholic Faith; Mass, Eucharistic 
Adoration, Confession, and a few catechetical 
lessons. This week provided our teens the 
opportunity to deepen their relationship with 
Christ by reaching out to those in need. A special 
thank you goes out to all who supported this week 
either by donations or prayers!

St. Louise 
Youth Ministry

In July, our teens made the annual trek to 
Steubenville, Ohio for the Steubenville Youth 
Conference. This is the twelfth year that our parish 
has been attending the Youth Conference at 
Franciscan University! During this weekend 22 of our 
teens joined 2,000 other teens from all across the 
United States to encounter their faith in a festival-
like atmosphere. While they were there, our teens 
experienced some of the best Catholic speakers 
from across the country, amazing music, a powerful 
evening of Eucharistic adoration, and the chance 
to make great and lasting friendships. This year’s 
theme, “Belong” (based on 1 John 3:1), allowed the 
teens to see their relationship with God as a beloved 
son or daughter! The Steubenville Youth Conference 
has given our teens the opportunity to experience 
the love that Jesus has for each one of us. 



J A L A P E N O  P O P P E R S  W R A P P E D  I N 
S A U S A G E  M E AT  A N D  T H E N  S M O K E D  
O N  M Y  W E B E R  S M O K E R

I N G R E D I E N T S

1 pound sausage meat  
(mild, or spicy is best)
5 jalapeno peppers
1/2 brick cream cheese (4 oz)
3/4 cup grated cheddar cheese

One of my favorite shows 
is BBQ Pit Masters.  This 
inspired me to buy a 

smoker and try it for myself.  I 
started smoking pork butts for 
Pulled Pork and now I smoke just 
about every kind of meat.   My 
love for spicy food and BBQ sauce 
inspired me to try Armadillo Eggs.  
(I just really like the name).

I took a batch of these for a 
neighborhood picnic.  I noticed 
one of neighbors not eating any 
so I asked if he'd already tried one.  
He sheepishly but seriously told 

I N S T R U C T I O N S

Start up smoker and heat it to 250º F. You could use many different types of 
wood for this, although I usually use apple or cherry.
1. Cut the top off the jalapeno pepper. Core the pepper to remove the 

seeds and membrane.
2. Mix together the cream cheese and grated cheddar.
3. Fill the cored peppers with the filling.
4. Take some of the sausage meat and wrap it around the pepper. Make 

sure the pepper is not visible. Roll it so that it is in the shape of an egg.
5. Place the armadillo eggs on a smoker rack and place in the smoker.
6. Smoke for about 2 hours. You want the temperature of the sausage 

meat to be 160F. Also, if you notice cheese starting to bubble out of the 
eggs, it is likely done.

7. Serve.
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B Y  K E N  K L A S E

 RECIPE

me, "I'm gonna pass, I don't like 
eggs."  I couldn't help but laugh 
but then explained to him that 
armadillos don't lay eggs,  
I call them this because of their 
look after they're cooked.  After 
learning the ingredients, my 
neighbor ate and enjoyed the 
latest laying of Armadillo Eggs. 

These are great at a house party as 
hors d'oeuvres, appetizers, or as 
an entrée.  I serve them with spicy 
mayo, mayo mixed with a little 
lemon juice and Sriracha sauce, or 
habanero pepper jelly.

SMOKED ARMADILLO EGGS



This past April, our parish grouping administrator, Fr. Joe, 
shared some news about ministry to our youth and families 
at St. Joan of Arc and St. Louise de Marillac. Recognizing 
so many changes in our culture and in the busy lives of 
our families, lay leaders and clergy in our Church are 
increasingly seeing this as an opportune moment to 
approach Faith Formation and Evangelization with new 
approaches to meet the needs of our children, teens, young 
adults and families. Beginning this summer, St. Joan’s CCD 
program, St. Louise’s Religious Education program, and the 
Youth Ministries of both parishes will all be brought together 
into one Faith Formation Ministry. We are blessed to bring 
together a team of talented lay ministers, who are excited to 
be working together in service to our parish community.

In July, our parish grouping 
welcomed Michael Shipe as our 
Faith Formation Director, focusing 
on middle school grades. 
Mike’s journey to St. Louise and St. 
Joan has been an interesting one. 
After studying political science 
at Pitt, he started a career in real 
estate of over 30 years, the last 
10 including owning his own 
title insurance business. When 
the economy took a downturn in 
2008, Mike was ready to take a 
supplemental job at Target, but 
God had other plans. 

Michael Shipe
F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N 
D I R E C T O R

BY TERRY KISH
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Some paperwork confusion 
with Target forced the 
postponement of an interview, 
enabling Mike to attend a 
meeting of the youth ministry 
core team at SS John and Paul 
Parish. Mike said he walked 
out of that meeting as co-
youth minister. 
Mike continued working with 
youth in several parishes, 
including St. Alphonsus in 
Wexford, St. Raphael Parish 
in Morningside, and most 
recently at St. Irenaeus Parish in 
Oakmont, where he served as 
Director of Religious Education 
and Youth Minister. 
As he settles into his new 
position at our parish grouping, 
Mike said he is looking forward 
to working with Father Joe. 
Mike is excited about Father 
Joe’s vision for our faith 
formation ministry and the team 
he is building. He’s also looking 
forward to developing and 
growing the EDGE program, as 
he said there are advantages 
to exposing middle school 
students to a youth ministry 
program at an early age.
But Mike realizes there will be 
challenges, too; one being 
the size of the program, with 
our large number of children 
and teens. Another challenge 
will be getting to know people 
and their getting to know and 
trust him. 

Fortunately, Mike will have 
help with the faith formation 
ministry. Assisting him will 
be Associate Faith Formation 
Director Dolores Shipe, who 
will be focusing on our primary 
grade students. 

certified to teach elementary 
education and Spanish grades 
K-12. Dolores taught kindergarten 
and 7th and 8th grade Spanish at 
Assumption School in Bellevue 
before having children.

Dolores is excited to help bring 
the faith formation program at St. 
Joan and St. Louise forward and 
to bring families to Christ. She is 
also looking forward to helping 
our current ministries and offering 
new ideas and insight. 

Dolores and Mike have 
experience working together, as 
they have been married for almost 
23 years and are the parents of 
four boys: Peter (21), John (20), 
Philip (17) and Daniel (15). Their 
family lives in Ross Township.

Dolores has most recently served 
as Pastoral Associate for the 
Downtown Parish grouping, and 
before that, as both Director of 
Religious Education and Director 
of Marriage and Family at St. 
Raphael Parish in Morningside. 
She also works for “Renew the 
I Do.” In addition, Dolores has 
been an NFP/Billings Method 
instructor for 22 years.

Teaching is a natural fit for 
Dolores, who holds a bachelor’s 
degree in education from 
Duquesne University and is 

Dolores Shipe
A S S O C I A T E  F A I T H 
F O R M A T I O N  D I R E C T O R

“I’m very approachable,” said Mike. “And I 
encourage people to call or email me or talk 
to me after mass. I’m here to walk with you.”



Rounding out the Faith Formation 
Ministry team is Jason Zych, who 
continues as Director of Youth 
Ministries. Jason has served as 
Youth Minister at St. Louise for the 
past ten years.
Jason, who holds a bachelor’s in 
theology and catechetics from 
Franciscan University, said that 
high school youth ministry was 
such an influential part of his 
life when he was a teenager. It 
helped him in living his faith and 
he desires to help other teens live 
their commitment to Jesus.
Youth ministry provides a 
community for middle school 
and high school students where 
they can talk about their faith at 
a time when their peers are a big 
influence in their lives said Jason. 
Being with other teens as they 
develop their faith life can deepen 
their faith and their relationship 
with Jesus.

Looking ahead, Jason said one 
of the challenges is finding 
commonalities between our two 
parishes and building on what 
works. Something that works at St. 
Louise may not work at St. Joan, 
and vice-versa said Jason. But he 
also sees that as an opportunity 
in that we can help identify what 
each parish does differently that 
could benefit both parishes. Those 
things that benefit both parishes 
can help us grow in our faith and 
in our outreach to the community.

Jason has been married to his wife 
Sarah for 12 years. The couple 
lives in Upper St. Clair with their 
five children, Gabriel (11), Mary 
Clare (9), Nicholas (6), Joseph (4), 
and Peter (1).
As we welcome Mike, Dolores and 
Jason to our newly established 

Jason Zych
D I R E C T O R  O F  Y O U T H 
M I N I S T R I E S

Faith Formation Ministry, let’s all 
continue to pray that the Lord 
will bless this new beginning for 
our parish community of St. Joan 
and St. Louise, which is already 
well established on the faith and 
good works of our parish families, 
catechists, volunteers and staff.
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“Being able to do this has been a blessing,” said 
Jason. “Seeing teens have an encounter with 
Jesus has been inspiring and keeps me going.”



Joining our parish community is 
seminarian Aaron Ledgerwood, 
who will be spending his pastoral 
year at St. Joan of Arc and St. 
Louise de Marillac as part of his 
priestly formation.
Aaron grew up in Hookstown, 
Pennsylvania, and attended 
South Side Beaver Schools. 
After graduation, he went to the 
University of Pittsburgh, where 
he earned a bachelor’s degree 
in bioengineering in 2012. After 
college, he started attending 
Mass at St. Regis Parish in 
Oakland, where he met Father 
Daniele Vallecorsa.

“I served my first mass at age 
22,” said Aaron. “As I got to know 
Father Daniele, I discovered that 
priests were human.”
Aaron started developing his 
prayer life and attending daily 
Mass, and he fell in love with 
Jesus in the Eucharist. As he 
grew closer to Christ, he started 
thinking about the priesthood, 
which wasn’t something he had 
considered before.
After fighting God for about two 
years – a period of discernment 
when Aaron did a “dating fast” but 
afterward, still dated – he came to 
the decision that God was calling 

Aaron Ledgerwood
S E M I N A R I A N

him to serve as a priest. Aaron 
said he had lots of support from 
his family, which includes his 
parents and three sisters. (His two 
oldest sisters have ten children 
between them).
Since Aaron already had a 
bachelor’s degree, he spent 
two years at St. Paul Seminary 
in Crafton and commuted to 
Duquesne University for classes in 
philosophy, serving at St. Louise 
during the summer in 2016 and 
2017. 
After completing his philosophy 
classes, Aaron continued his 
seminary studies at Theological 
College in Washington, DC., and 
last summer, he attended the 
Institute for Priestly Formation in 
Omaha, NE. Aaron said the nine-
week program, which includes an 
eight-day silent retreat, includes 
summer classes which are all 
focused on the priesthood. 

As he starts his pastoral year, 
Aaron said the extended time at 
our parish communities gives him 
more time to invest in ministries 
like Bible study, adult faith 
formation, as well as learning 
about parish administration. He 
would also like to work with Youth 
Ministry, as he says it holds a 
special place in his heart. “It’s an 
important time in life for people to 
have an ownership of their faith,” 
said Aaron.
While he’s with our parish 
communities, Aaron also wants 
to continue to develop his Rule of 
Life. “It’s important to me to have 
grounding in the morning and 
to build on the virtues I’ve been 
working on in seminary.”
Welcome, Aaron! 

SUMMER 2019 | THE HERALD 33

“The program focused on prayer and 
growing in our identity as sons of God 
and as our mission as priests.”
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THANK YOU!

$100,000

Thank you to our Platinum Sponsors in Education:

Thank you to our Gala Sponsors

We are proud to announce that the St. Louise de Marillac
Catholic School Run for the Roses Gala raised over

for the school and more money is still coming in!
Your kindness and generosity help to ensure the

continued success of our school.

Robinson

The
Timothy Dunlap 

Family

The
VanHimbergen 

Family
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KENTUCKY DERBY PRESENTING SPONSORS GRAND RAFFLE SPONSORS

WINE PULL SPONSOR

MINT JULEP BAR SPONSOR

THOROUGHBRED SPONSORS

JOCKEY CLUB SPONSORS

LOUISVILLE REGISTRATION SPONSORS

CHURCHILL DOWNS DESSERT SPONSORS

BREEDER’S CUP DECORATION SPONSORS

FRIENDS OF ST. LOUISE TABLE SPONSORS

DERBY FLOWERS SPONSOR

TRIPLE CROWN BAR SPONSOR

TUITION RAFFLE SPONSORS

MY OLD KENTUCKY HOME SPONSOR

WASHINGTONCHEVROLET
THE BIG ONE ON THE HILL.

James & Mary Ellen Will

Travis & Nichole Williams

Testa Family

Birmingham
 Family

Smith Family

Manion Plumbing

Rick and Marie Byrne    •    The Vincent Family    •    The Timney Family    
Washington Auto Mall    •    Borrero, Naguit, & Associates     

Cannon Family    •    Mike and Amy Kuntz    •    Make Believe Vacations    
PULSE    •    Burns Orthodontics    •    Dreamers Do Travel, Inc.

Cloudcast
llc

Jennifer & Ryan
Davis

The VanHimbergen Family
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Mrs. Dori Lijewski is the 7th and 8th grade science teacher at 
St. Louise de Marillac School.  Mrs. Lijewski became a judging 
committee member for PJAS with the guidance of her 9th 
grade biology teacher.  She worked on the PJAS Regional and 
State Judging Committee from 1980-1991, and then took over 
as Chairman and served as the Regional and State Judging 
Chairperson until 2008.  In 2008, Mrs. Lijewski became the head 
of the Awards Committee and works with a group of 7th and 8th 
grade St. Louise students each year who give up a Saturday and 
help prepare awards for close to 3,000 participating students.

BY DORI LIJEWSKI
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T he Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science (PJAS) is 
an extracurricular activity for seventh- and eighth-grade 

students.  The student chooses a topic to research in one 
of the thirteen disciplines of science, design an experiment 
based on the scientific method, and then conduct the 
experiment.  Once data is collected and analyzed, students 
write a ten-minute oral presentation with slides and practice 
in preparation for the Regional Meet held the first Saturday 
in February at Duquesne University.

At the Regional Meet the students compete against other 
students from Westmoreland and Allegheny Counties from 
private, parochial, and public schools.  Approximately 1,000 
students compete in grades 7 through 12.

All first-place winners are eligible to travel to the State Meet, 
held in May on the campus of Penn State University, to 
compete against the other first-place winners in the state. 

St. Louise has participated in PJAS since the 1960s. 
Sr. DeLourdes began our participation and Sr. Marcia 
continued the tradition.  When Sr. Marcia left St. Louise de 
Marillac to work in a Felician-run hospital in Florida, I was 
hired as the new seventh and eighth grade science teacher 
and PJAS sponsor.

My job as sponsor is to guide my students through the 
PJAS experience.  The St. Louise students have had great 
success over the years at both the Regional and State 
Meets because of their hard work and scientific curiosity.  
Many first- and second-place awards have been earned 
by our students, in addition to Perfect Score Awards, 
Director Awards (for earning the highest score at the 
Meet in a specific discipline), and monetary corporate 
and university awards.

I have enjoyed being a part of PJAS for many years. In that 
time, I have seen PJAS students venture into all types of 
vocations from the priesthood to neurosurgery. 

When PJAS alumni have returned to St. Louise to visit, they 
always remark that after PJAS, their public speaking skills 
improved greatly and public speaking had become one of 
their most valued skills.  

I truly enjoy working with middle school children outside 
the classroom.  Watching a student marvel at the wonders 
of science as they work on their experiment always brings a 
smile to my face. 

MY FAVORITE MOMENT WAS 

WHEN A SEVENTH-GRADE 

STUDENT SAID TO ME, “MY 

MOM DID PJAS WITH YOU 

WHEN SHE WAS HERE.  SHE 

SAID IT WAS FUN.”
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THANK YOU
Thank you very much for all that you did to support the 

fundraising at St. Louise School this year.  Because of 

your hard work and generosity, we were able to meet our 

fundraising goal of $255,000!  All donations received in 

excess of this goal from fundraising and school family and 

parishioner donations allow us to invest in technology and 

make capital improvements to the school.

Every dollar you give to the school and parish makes a 

difference…whether through weekly offertory, monthly 

school collection, or through donations.  You help to 

improve the lives of nearly 500 St. Louise students.  We 

truly couldn’t make these improvements without your 

support.  Thank you!

SUMMER 2019-2020 WISH LIST
There are still many projects on our wish list that we would 

like to accomplish this summer to help create the best 

learning environment for our students.  We are looking for 

sponsors for the following projects: 

• $100,000 Soffit and fascia sponsor

(Replacement of all soffit and fascia on the outside of

the school)

• $15,000 Chromebook Sponsor

(1:1 initiative for incoming 6th graders)

• $12,000 School Security Sponsor

(Will provide additional security cameras to help ensure

student safety)

• $7,500 Art Room Remodel for dual space

• $5,000 Aquos Board Sponsor

(Science lab Aquos Board for interactive learning)

• $5,000 iPad Sponsor

(10 iPads for interactive learning in the STREAM lab)

• $2,000 Robotics Sponsor

(Robotics and digital equipment for the STREAM lab for

hands on learning)

• $1,500 Sensory Hallway Sponsor

(Interactive stations to improve attention spans and

improve educational outcomes in younger students)

• $1,200 Renovation of Resource Room

(space for Learning Support)

• $500 Lego Wall Sponsor (An interactive Lego Wall in

the STREAM Lab for hands-on, interactive learning to

develop problem solving skills, mathematical thinking,

lateral thinking and planning skills)

T HANK  YOU
F O R  M A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N C E !

T HANK  YOU
F O R  M A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N C E !

CAN YOU HELP? 
No donation is too big or too small.  If you would like to 

donate, have any questions, or would like more information, 

please contact Tracey Buckley.

tbuckley@stlouisedemarillac.org

(412) 833-1010 ext. 236.

DONATED- THANK YOU!

DONATED- THANK YOU!

DONATED- THANK YOU!

DONATED- THANK YOU!

DONATED- THANK YOU!

DONATED- THANK YOU!

DONATED- THANK YOU!DONATED- THANK YOU!



If you haven’t checked out our Facebook page 
recently, we encourage you to do so. There are  
lots of great things going on at St. Louise School!
www.facebook.com/stlouisecatholicschool
Have good news to share on Facebook? 
Email tbuckley@stlouisedemarillac.org.
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•   3- and 4-year-old preschool

•   Full-day and half-day kindergarten

•   On-site child care before and after school

•   Curriculum Director, Resource Officer, and  
Learning Support Coordinator

•   Dedicated Priests, Faculty, and Administrators

•   State of the art technology including iPad cart,  
Kindles carts, AQUOS BOARDS®, 
Chromebook carts,  
1:1 Chromebooks for 6th,  
7th and 8th graders

•   STREAM Lab

•   18 sports and extracurricular 
activites

•   Weekly school Mass and 
Eucharistic Adoration

Schedule your tour today:  
412.835.0600

310 MCMURRAY ROAD  ·  UPPER ST. CLAIR, PA 15241  ·  STLOUISESCHOOLPA.ORG  ·         STLOUISECATHOLICSCHOOL

ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Join Our Family

StL_TestScores_TourNoRegistrn_2019.indd   1 6/6/19   3:34 PM



TEST RESULTS 2018-2019

St. Louise de Marillac Catholic School

IOWA TEST RESULTS

Academic excellence is a priority at St. Louise de Marillac 
School. Every year students in second through grade eight 
take the Iowa Assessments in core academic subjects. 
Our students consistently score above the national norms 
on standardized tests. Our dedicated teachers work 
closely with students to challenge, support and reinforce 
learning. 

Iowa Assessments were administered the week of 
September 17, 2018. Specifically designed to address the 
multiple purposes of measuring growth, readiness and 
student achievement, the Iowa Assessments focus on 
the highest-priority skills and knowledge at each grade, 
addressing foundational as well as complex skills. This 
approach focuses the evaluation on the highest-priority 
skills and knowledge at each grade. 

Listed to the right are Grade Equivalent scores. Grade 
Equivalent indicates the year and month of school for 
which a student’s level of performance is typical. Example, 
a Grade Equivalent of 6.3 is interpreted to mean that 
the student’s achievement is at a level that is typical of 
students who have completed the third month of Grade 6. 

Our class averages have exceeded their grade norms in all 
subject areas and in all grade levels for the academic year 
2018-2019, as well as previous years.

ACRE RELIGION TEST RESULTS

The ACRE test is administered to students in 5th 
and 8th grade. The acronym stands for Assessment 
of Catechesis/Religious Education. The ACRE is an 
assessment based on the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church and the most recent catechetical documents.

The purpose of the NCEA ACRE is to evaluate the 
effectiveness of a religion program. ACRE reports equip 
school principals, religion teachers, and catechists to 
evaluate not only the local curriculum content, but also 
the teaching strategies used to deliver that curriculum.

St. Louise de Marillac Iowa Test Results 2018-2019

                                                                NORM                       Reading Lang Math Social 
Studies Science

2 2.0 2.7 2.6 2.3 N/A N/A

3 3.0 4.4 4.1 3.8 N/A N/A

4 4.0 5.5 5.7 4.8 N/A N/A

5 5.0 7.2 7.0 6.1 7.3 7.8

6 6.0 7.7 8.1 7.1 8.2 8.7

7 7.0 11.2 13.0 9.7 11.7 10.4

8 8.0 12.2 13.0 13.0 10.8 13.0

St. Louise de Marillac ACRE Test Results 2018-2019

Area of Faith 
Domain                                   

National 
School 

Average 
Grade 5

St. Louise 
School 

Average 
Grade 5

National 
School  

Average 
Grade 8

St. Louise 
School

Average 
Grade 8

Knowledge of 
the Faith

73% 86% 75% 90%

Liturgical Life 71% 88% 72% 78%

Moral  
Formation

80% 90% 83% 93%

Prayer 67% 80% 75% 85%

Communal Life 74% 85% 65% 83%

Missionary 
Spirit

57% 82% 79% 91%

Our class averages have exceeded their grade norms 
in all subject areas and in all grade levels for the 

academic year 2018-2019, as well as previous years.

StL_TestScores_TourNoRegistrn_2019.indd   2 6/6/19   3:34 PM
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Yes!  We would like to become a Partner in Education for St. Louise de Marillac School.

Please make checks payable to “St. Louise de Marillac School”, and indicate Partners in Education in the 
memo section of the check.

Mail this form along with your check to the attention of Tracey Buckley at St. Louise de Marillac School, 
310 McMurray Road, Upper St. Clair, PA 15241.

Company/Family Name: 

Phone: 

Contact Name: 

E-mail: 

Sponsorship Level: 

Mailing Address: 

Partners 
IN  EDUCATION

I n s p i r i n g  To m or row ’ s  L e a d e r s

201 9-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

Dear Friends of St. Louise: 

Thank you for your ongoing support of St. Louise  
de Marillac School. We are blessed to have supporters like 
you. Your participation makes it possible for us to provide  
an outstanding Catholic education to nearly 500 students  
at St. Louise.

I hope you will consider partnering with us in education 
through a corporate or family sponsorship for the 2019-20 
school year. Being a Partner in Education will provide mutual 
benefits. Your sponsorship will help our school as well as 
provide your business exposure to over 3,000 parishioner  
and school families at St. Louise.

Please refer to the Sponsorship Levels & Benefits section on  
the next page for details about each sponsorship level.  
To sign on as a “Partner in Education” for the 2019-20  
school year, please complete the form below.

Please contact Tracey Buckley at  
tbuckley@stlouisedemarillac.org or 412.833.1010  
for further information.

Sincerely, 

Kenneth J. Klase 
Principal



I n s p i r i n g  To m or row ’ s  L e a d e r s

Partners 
in education

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS & BENEFITS

St. Louise Gold Sponsor: 
$2,500.00

 Company name attached to all aspects of ONE event 
(Amazing R4CE, Gala, Family Fish Fry)  

 Corporate name and logo on all printed materials 
for that event, including program, letters and poster 
at the event entrance

 2 tickets to the Gala and recognition on Partners In 
Education sign at the Gala

 Event signage and 2 complimentary tickets to the 
Men’s Fish Fry

 Listing of company as sponsor on the school website

 Listing as a sponsor on the TV screen in the school lobby

 Recognition as a Gold Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 
parish magazine

St. Louise Silver Sponsor:
$1,000.00

 Company name and logo on poster/banner at the Gala

 Recognition on Partners In Education sign at the Gala

 Listing of company as sponsor on the school website

 Listing as a sponsor on the TV screen in the school lobby

 Recognition as a Silver Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 
parish magazine

St. Louise Bronze Sponsor:
$500.00

 Company name and logo on poster at the Gala

 Listing as a sponsor on the school website

 Listing as a sponsor on the TV screen in the school lobby

 Recognition as a Bronze Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 
parish magazine

St. Louise 
Platinum Sponsor:
$5,000.00

 Title sponsorship at all school 
fundraising events, including 
The Amazing Race for Catholic 
Education (R4CE), Gala, and  
Family Fish Fry

 Recognition on the Amazing R4CE  
web page and communication 
piece (over 4,000 R4CE letters sent). 
Sponsorship must be received by 
June 15, 2019 to be included in R4CE 
materials.

 Full-page ad on Gala screens

 Recognition on all tables at Family  
Fish Fry showing sponsorship and 
support of school

 Name and logo on school website,  
with a hyperlink to your company’s 
website

 Event signage and 5 complimentary 
tickets to the Men’s Fish Fry

 4 Tickets to the Gala

 Listing as a sponsor on the TV  
screen in the school lobby

 Recognition as a Platinum Sponsor 
in the St. Louise Herald parish 
magazine 

 Recognition as a Platinum Sponsor 
in an ad in the St. Louise weekly 
church bulletin for 12 months
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St. Louise de Marillac School

A Place 
to Call 
Home
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Going to a new school often conjures feelings of 

anxiety, nervousness, and stress. Imagine your 

child facing a new and unfamiliar environment 

every few years. As their trusted teachers and 

familiar physical surroundings changed, so would 

your child’s sense of security and continuity of 

education. How would this impact your child’s 

behavior and their educational performance?

B Y  S U Z I E  L I E B S C H E R
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Students who are a part 
of the PreK-8 school 
have not only academic 
advantages over their 
peers in a grade school/
middle school model, 
but also social and 
emotional advantages.



Over the past decade 
and even before, 
much research has 

been done to compare the 
benefits of a PreK-8 school 
and a grade school/middle 
school configuration for stu-
dents. Specifically, research 
has shown distinct differenc-
es in student performance. 
Continuity in the style of 
instruction and a student’s 
surroundings provides a 
foundation upon which stu-
dents can rely upon as they 
progress to high school and 
higher education. Because of 
this research, school districts 
across the United States have 
been moving back to the 
PreK-8 model. 

One study by researchers at 
NYU noted that students who 
are a part of the PreK-8 school 
have not only academic ad-
vantages over their peers in 
a grade school/middle school 
model, but also social and 
emotional advantages. This 
research found that students 
who were a part of a PreK-8 
community had more confi-
dence in their academic abili-
ties, experienced higher levels 
of self-esteem, performed bet-
ter academically, felt a greater 
sense of safety, and had fewer 
discipline and behavior issues 
during the school day. Stu-
dents had more instructional 
time focused on core subjects, 
and also had significantly 

higher scores and outcomes 
during their freshman year of 
high school. 

St. Louise de Marillac School 
families inherently under-
stand that familiarity and 
consistency is a distinct ad-
vantage of our school. Many 
families chose St. Louise 
because of this and because 
of the value of the instruction 
provided to every student. 
Our students have the bene-
fit of attending a school they 
can call home from the time 
they enter 3-year-old pre-
school until they are ready to 
spread their wings and move 
on to high school. This gift 
of continuity that our PreK-8 
school offers is very import-
ant to our families. 

Many of our teachers, and 
even our school secretary, are 
alumnae who also sent their 
children through the school. 
Miss Hanna, an alumnae 
and current second-grade 
teacher stated, “This school 
has always supported me in 
my studies and now I have 
returned to give back what 
love and support I was 
given while growing up. St. 
Louise has always been a 
family to me!”

We are blessed to be able 
to provide programming 
and opportunities across 
all grade levels to take ad-
vantage of the benefits of a 
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Gift of 
Continuity



"Our students gain 
confidence, a sense 
of community and 
academic excellence  
by being a part of  
this PreK-8 school."
–Ken Klase



PreK-8 school. Expectations are high for the 
junior high students to be the leaders of the 
school community and set an example for 
the younger students. From the first day of 
school, the older students are involved in 
welcoming new students into our commu-
nity. Many students guide our preschoolers 
as they learn the ropes of our school and our 
6th grade students act as mentors and read-
ing buddies for the Kindergarten students. 
Whether it is volunteering for Kindergarten 
Orientation, greeting new Kindergartners on 
the first day of school and walking them to 
their classroom, or mentoring 2nd graders 
as they prepare for First Holy Communion 
as pen pals and lunch buddies, our students 
work to lead by example. 

This cooperation between the older  
and younger students increases the sense of 
community and instills a sense of ownership 
in the school for the junior high students.

In speaking about this importance of PreK-8 
continuity, Principal Ken Klase comment-
ed, “We are proud to have a strong PreK-8 
program at St. Louise de Marillac Catholic 
School. Our students gain confidence, a 
sense of community and academic excel-
lence by being a part of this PreK-8 school. 
Over the past five years, five of our alumnae 
have graduated from their local high school 
as Valedictorian, four in one year alone. We 
are a family at St. Louise, a family who loves 
and cares for one another. Over and over, we 
hear from parents that they love having all 
of their kids in one school. 

“As a Pre-K- 8 school, the children and faculty 
grow together, providing the benefit of know-
ing the learning styles and academic pro-
files of each student while fostering a sense 
of community. St. Louise is a place where 
“kids can stay kids” until they are ready to 
go to high school, without the expectation of 
acting as they think older students should 
behave,” Klase added. 

Research is proving what we have experi-
enced for years. This configuration brings 
successful results. What a gift from God 
we’ve been given to be able to be a part of it. 

Would you like to 
join our family? Call 

the school office at  
(412) 835-0600 

to schedule a tour 
today with our 

Principal Ken Klase.
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St. Louise de Marillac 

FAMILY FISH FRY

O V E R
11,000
ITEMS
SERVED!

Platinum Partners in Education:

Thank you to all of the volunteers, sponsors, and patrons of the St. Louise Family Fish Fry.
We are grateful for a wonderful Fish Fry Season. See you next year!

Gold Partners in Education:

The VanHimbergen FamilyThe Timothy Dunlap Family

The Wildenhain Family

Robinson

The Guzowski Family
The Barnett Family

The McCarthy Family
Catholic Hospice, Inc.

St. Louise Sponsor: De Marillac Sponsors: Baldesberger Sponsor:

STL Sweet Treats Sponsors:
Rick & Marie Byrne

Rocco & Gina Romano & Family
Good Orthodontics LLC
The Bargiband Family

Berthold Capital - The O'Neill Family
The Byrne Family

Immaculate Garage and Home Storage Solutions
The Hladek Family

Hand and Upper Extremity Specialist, Inc.

Friends of St. Louise Sponsors:

Haines Landscaping
Nathan & Mariangela Peters Family

LeGras Circle Sponsors:



“What makes us special,    
makes us strong! ”

is shouted loud and proud at the end of Shrek Jr., the StL Drama Program’s spring 
musical this March.  It is the story of an ogre, a princess and a whole bunch of freaks, who 
are on a journey of acceptance of what life has dealt them. This message of the show truly 
was evident while trying to pull the emotion and the expressiveness out of the kids in the 
number, “Freak Flag.”  The idea of valuing and accepting our own gifts is exactly what 
God wants from us, as He created us in His own image to be our own unique selves. As 
8th grader Nathan Klein says, “embrace who YOU are and don’t be afraid to ‘let your freak 
flag fly.’  God has embraced us all with different talents and characteristics that we should 
be proud to share.”

Leading lady, Princess Fiona, played by 8th grader, Lily Schachner shares, “I’ve always 
been quite a shy person. Acting on stage helped me to come out of my shell and 
blossom.  It may seem strange to say this because you are portraying another person, 
but when I am acting, it makes me feel like me.” 

S T .  L O U I S E  S P R I N G  M U S I C A L

B Y  A N D I  H E L M S ,  M A R I O N  M A E N T Z  A N D  A N D R E W  S A B O L
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Becoming someone else and being a part of something 
bigger than yourself is one of the gifts of performing.  
You have permission to let loose and to be free to 
explore your emotions and actions.  These young people 
take chances, and experiment amongst an encouraging 
group of peers, which builds their confidence every step 
of the way, and is hopefully a take away that flows into 
their own life.  

Klein, who played Lord Farquaad, says being involved 
in the drama program “has helped me overcome my 
fear of what other people think of me.”  Fellow classmate 
Anthony Frank, who was new to the stage and played 
Papa Ogre and Gingy,  shares “It’s never too late to try 
out something new or exciting even if it might take you 
out of your comfort zone.”  

Watching the growth in these young people is a privilege 
for all of us. Not only do we enjoy sharing our time 
watching them develop, but in each musical, we include 
a cameo from one of our staff. This year, we were blessed 
to ironically have Father Dan Maurer as our Bishop.  The 
support we receive from the school and parish staff has 
allowed our program to grow with enthusiasm, and it 
is heartwarming for these students to see our priests, 
principal, teachers and staff in the audience.  We are 
extremely grateful for their encouragement. 

That support extends from our students’ parents as well, 
as they donate props, volunteer for costuming hair and 
make-up, organize our potluck, concessions and cast 
party, sell tickets, build set pieces, and do anything else 
that we need. They are valuable and essential to the 
success of our productions, and we are blessed to have 
their involvement. 

This sense of community is one of the most appealing 
aspects of being involved in the drama community, 
and with 77 students from the 5th through 8th grades 
in the cast and crew for Shrek Jr., that is exactly what 
occurred.  On our closing night these kids all gathered 
in a circle of chairs to enjoy their pizza party, and asked 
Shrek, Donkey and Fiona to perform a song from the 
show together.  There were tears, laughs and applause, 
and no one wanted to leave as the night grew late.  That 
feeling of connection is a blessing, and one we cherish. 

In creating a communal and encouraging atmosphere, 
one of our biggest goals was to create an experience 
that would mimic that of what these young people 
would have in a high school or another theatre setting.  
The entire process is so valuable from the audition and 
callbacks, to reading through the script for the first time, 
all the way through the rehearsals with music, blocking 
and choreography, to stumbling through the show, to 

FIONA (LILY SCHACHNER), DONKEY (TATE HELMS) AND SHREK (MARIO WILLIAMS)

THE WEDDING

FAIRY TALE CREATURES SING FREAK FLAG

CAST & CREW
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LORD FARQUAAD (NATHAN KLEIN), GINGY (ANTHONY FRANK)

tech and finally to the production itself.  We have about 
10 to11 weeks of rehearsal time for the fall play, and 
around 15-to16 weeks for a musical, with rehearsals 
twice a week for most of those weeks.  This year alone, 
we put in 200 hours in planning and rehearsals. 

Those hours are worth every moment, as the joy for us 
is in the way the kids bring the show together and to life 
in the end.  No matter how messy things may seem, we 
have learned to trust that it will all work out, and it always 
does.  Sound familiar?  Trusting the process, knowing 
the journey will get us where we need to be. Thank you, 
God for the ways you show Yourself in every moment 
and every experience of our lives.  

If you can believe it, we have already met about next 
year’s schedule and show ideas. Our wheels are already 
spinning as “we have bold and brand new stories to be 
told!”  May you be blessed as your own stories unfold, 
in this “big, bright, beautiful world with possibilities 
everywhere!”  
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Based on the DreamWorks Animation Motion Picture and the Book by William Steig | Book and Lyrics by David Lindsay-Abaire | Music by Jeanine Tesori
Originally produced on Broadway by DreamWorks Theatricals and Neal Street Productions | Original Production Directed by Jason Moore and Rob Ashford

“I’m a Beleiver” by Neil Diamond

Shrek the Musical JR. is presented through special arrangements with and all authorized materials are supplied by  Music Theatre International, New York, NY  |  (212) 541-4684  |  mtishows.com
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Want your Parish or School group to be featured in the next issue of The Herald? E-mail Tracey Buckley at tbuckley@stlouisedemarillac.org.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Baptisms from December 2018 - June 2019

Harper Violet 
Cherish
12/2/18
Evelyn Anne 
Dvorchak
12/9/18
Lyla Marie Dvorchak
12/9/18
Valentina Anna 
Merlo
12/9/18
Kylie Jay Schmid
12/16/18
Brooks Bert Browen
12/23/18
Maxwell Daniel 
Cybulski
12/23/18
Connor James 
Buckley
12/30/18
Alice Louise  
Mozes
12/30/18
Bruno Emilio Rizzo
1/20/19
Isaac Charles 
Valenta
2/17/19 
Bricen Thomas Beck
2/24/19

Gunnar Timothy 
Selden
2/24/19
Sydney Louise Tonks
3/3/19
Gio Grayson  
Baldini
3/10/19
Gia Nickolina Cafaro
3/10/19 
Mason Magnus McCall
3/10/19
Brooks Harvey 
Murphy
3/10/19
Lillian Elizabeth 
Baldasare
3/16/19
Mara Moon Hartley
3/17/19
Julian Bennet Thomas
3/17/19
Noah Daniel Baum
3/24/19
Eli Michael Schindler
3/24/19
Joseph John Matey
3/27/19
Ethan William 
Ferrainolo
3/31/19

Jackson James 
Radziukinas
3/31/19
Eli Jesse Brown
4/7/19
Blair Marguerite 
Howard
4/7/19
Braylon D. Carter
4/17/19 
Brian Michael Culp
4/20/19
Kirstin Lynn Koch
4/20/19
Josephine Madyson 
Mary Child
4/27/19
Aiden William Milliron
4/28/19
Blake Louis Mur
4/28/19
Kennedy Murray 
Tremont
4/28/19
Joelle Paisley Carracci
5/5/19
Camden Robert Greiner
5/5/19
Cruz Thomas  
Greiner
5/5/19

TRACEY & RICH BUCKLEY, NICOLE WILKENS, MICHAEL MURPHY, JILL & RYAN SIPLE, VIVIAN & CONNOR BUCKLEY
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Cora Margaret Medva
5/5/19
Owen Andrew Daniele
5/11/19
Calvin James Johnson
5/12/19
Fiona Grace Johnson
5/12/19
Thea Rose Johnson
5/12/19
Preston Anthony 
Salmen
5/12/19
Carter Matthew 
Cassler
5/19/19
Serafina Rose Mariana
5/25/19
Emmeline Ann 
McCluskey
5/25/19
Luca John Vagni
5/26/19
Vincent David DelRe
6/1/19
Frances Bear Yochum
6/1/19

Emma Lynn Donovic
6/2/19
Jovi Kaye Druchniak
6/2/19
Beckham Barr 
Rogozinski
6/2/19
Patrick Henry Voorhis
6/2/19
Benjamin Schott 
Heddaeus
6/9/19
Natalia Grace Hill
6/9/19
Landon James Marnik 
6/16/19
Colin Patrick McNamara 
6/16/19
Emersyn Jane Drnjevich
6/30/19
Giada Jean Macioce
6/30/19
Rooney Marie Nystrom
6/30/19
Josie Margaret 
Simmons
6/30/19

STEVE, CHRISTINA & ALICE MOZES



ELIZABETH MARTIN AND KRISTOPHER EARLS

Rosemary Valenti and Douglas A. Ickert
December 15, 2018
Kathryn A. Zak and Jacob M. Pecone
December 29, 2018
Alyssa Remlinger and Glenn Eisel 
February 2, 2019
Elizabeth A. Martin and Kristopher L. Earls
March 1, 2019
Maria L. Talarico and Francis G. DeVenecia
April 6, 2019
Elizabeth R. Wildenhain and James H. Parkes
May 25, 2019
Erin Scionti and Trevor Stefan 
May 25, 2019
Brittany L. Colosimo and Aaron J. Vannatter
June 8, 2019
Natalie M. Toscano and Andrew Thompson
June 15, 2019
Erin L. McNeill and John P. Bellanca
June 15, 2019
Erica Marie Evans and Nicholas Robert Rump
June 21, 2019
Rebecca Olesky and Erik Anderson  
January 12, 2019

Weddings from 
December 2018 - 
June 2019
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Kelly Hyrb,
2019 Communicant
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“I am the living 

bread that 

came down 

from heaven; 

whoever eats 

this bread will 

live forever”

John 6:51

 St. Louise de Marillac 
Communicants
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Madeline Bannister
Lauren Barefoot
Whitney Beck
Amelia Bise
Addison Brogan
Colin Bullister
Ella Burke
Noah Cantrell
Ella Carbone
Alexander Carothers
Madilyn Carter
Samuel Casciani
Payton Cheatwood
Reese Coleman
Gino Cortes
Rylie Cortes
Mya Coury
Carra Crosby
Quinn Curry
Grace Dasta
Sophia DeFries
Martin DeSantis
Kerry Dilmore
Vivian Drake
Keira Duckett
Joseph Duda II
Sebastian Echeverria
Elijah Eckenrode
John Elder
Carolena Elford
Olivia Fedorek
Makenna Finerty
Mila Finnegan
Cayson Fisher
Anna Frey
Rachel Friday
Braden Friend
Greta Gompers
Maya Gottlieb
Ashley Hafenbrack
Madison Hahn

Persephone Hall
Dylan Hartman
Kate Hartman
Tatum Hecht
Bianca Hoffrage
Madison Hruby
Justin Hughes
Kelly Hyrb
Avery Irvin
Teddi Irvin
Klaire Jacox
Trey Jefferis
Jonathan Kareis
Jayla Kendall
Haylie King
Patrick Kitching
Dominic Kitsko
Hailey Knierim
Grace Kollar
Michael Koontz
Sienna LaMolinare
Matilda Lancaster
Reese Lantz
Nicholas Lucadamo
Maxwell Magan
Makenna Marks
Ella Matecki
Tyler McElligott
Colin McKenzie
Kennedy McNally
Tyler Melnik
Brady Miller
Catherine Miller
Jacob Mongillo
Samuel Mozes
Lucia Mucci
Quinton Nofi
Layney O'Brian
Oliver Paoly
Adam Parzick
John Parris

Jillian Pastirik
Gabriel Peretin
Angelina Petraglia
Calvin Piner
Jemma Polochak
Henry Popovich
Paige Powell
Ethan Pulice
Cooper Quinn
Juliana Quiroga- 
Castaneda
William Randolph
Louis Raupp-Yurcho
Nicholas Ravella
Caitlyn Reese
Sofia Reiman
Maximillian Reitz
Brady Rizzo
Cecilia Roberto
Sloan Samson
Colin Schmitz
Noah Schulte
Josef Seibel
Reid Shields
Ysabelle Smith
Kate Sohocki
Mia Stipetich
Nina Sucre
Austin Szpara
Harper Timney
Rebekah Turek
Haley Ventura
Dakotah Vincent
Sophia Weber
Chloe Weckerle
Noelle West
Olivia Willard
Victor Wilson
James Yoder
Edward Zagorski
Laurel Zukowski





Grace Ambrose
Bianka Argotti
Cameron Beaver
Olivia Bero
Kaden Donaldson
Josh Duncan
Dominic Gigliotti
Zachary Gigliotti
Charlotte Glisan
Lucas Goralski
James Hackett
Jake Hawranko
Andrew Jacobs

 St. Joan of Arc 
Communicants

Jack Kempton
Kolby Kostelnik
Jameson Milliron
Jace O’Brien
Nathan Pastorik
Bristol Serechin
Alexander Shawley
Tommie Sheets
Payne Simmons
Ryker Stock
Carlos Trinidad
Emily Vamossy
Addison Will
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St. Joan of Arc 
Parish Office
6470 Library Road
South Park, PA 15129 

St. Louise de Marillac
Parish Office
320 McMurray Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241

www.facebook.com/sjastl

Have good news to share on Facebook? 
Email socialmedia@stlouisedemarillac.org.


