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Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Louise,

Just this past spring I enjoyed the opportunity to spend some time in France with my mother and some 
friends.  It was as much a pilgrimage as a vacation for us, having spent time in prayer at some beautiful, 
historic churches and at the celebrated shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes.  I certainly went carrying many 
prayer intentions with me.  

I knew I would soon return to Pittsburgh being able to share the announcement of the Bishop’s decision for 
St. Louise Church: confirming our parish’s grouping with St. Joan of Arc and assigning me, together with  
Fr. Jon Brzek, Fr. Daniel Mauer and Deacon Bill Strathmann as the clergy team to serve these two 
communities, bringing them together into one.  Maybe I was looking for some sign of divine favor on all this, 
but it brought a smile to my face to encounter devotional images of both St. Louise and St. Joan of Arc in one 
of the first church’s I visited in Paris.  It really got me thinking when I encountered other churches (no less 
than three more times!) in which both saints were honored with shrines or altars within the same building.

I began to consider why the faithful of France seem to have a particular devotion to these two holy women.  
The lives of St. Joan (1412-1431) and St. Louise (1591-1660) are separated by nearly 200 years from each 
other, and by many centuries from us.  The fact that both women were canonized in the early 20th century 
suggests that they are both ‘saints of our times’ and that the example of their lives has something to offer us. 

St. Joan of Arc was perhaps the most unlikely figure anyone could have anticipated to strengthen the heart 
of the king, Charles VII, in his struggle to recover much of France from English rule.  The spiritual legacy of 
the young ‘Maid of Orleans,’ who saw and proclaimed God’s plan for her king and country with the heart of 
a prophet, has been received by many French Catholics as an inspiration not only to battle for the homeland, 
but for the Catholic and Christian soul of France.  

St. Louise de Marillac, the young, widowed Madame LeGras, had such a sense of Jesus’ sharing in her own 
struggles and sufferings, that it led her to devote herself whole-heartedly to a life of intense prayer and of 
service to the poor and infirm.  In time she shared more and more in the mission of St. Vincent de Paul and 
the work of his Ladies of Charity, eventually founding the religious order of the Daughters of Charity.  St. 
Louise’s spiritual legacy urges us to encounter and recognize Jesus in our service of those in any need.

I can think of no better examples of Christian life to guide and inspire us in renewing the Church and our 
parish life, as we open ourselves to grow together with the people of St. Joan of Arc Church.  I ask you to 
continue to pray with me that the Lord will continue to make fruitful the work which He has already begun 
among us.  

Entrusting us all to the Lord, through the intercession of His Blessed Mother, St. Louise de Marillac and  
St. Joan of Arc, I am

Yours in Christ,

 

Father Joseph E. Sioli

Message from the Pastor
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STL SCHOOL FAMILIES! PLEASE JOIN US!

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING OPENING MASS
COOKOUT INCLUDES: Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Corn on the Cob, 
Drinks (Water/Beer), Desserts, Watermelon, Kona Ice and More! 

FESTIVAL INCLUDES: Corn Hole, Rock Climbing Wall, Photo Booth,
Bounce House, Games, Facepainting, DJ and activities for all ages!

Rain date Sunday, August 26th after 12:30pm Mass. Registration details coming soon.

$25
PER FAMILY 

A SCHOOL COMMUNITY FESTIVAL & COOKOUT

20 18

2018– 2019 SCHOOL YEAR

COME AND PRAY WITH US FOR A BLESSED YEAR FOR OUR CHILDREN
ALL FAMILIES & TEACHERS WILL RECEIVE A SPECIAL BLESSING

6PM    SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 2018

BYOB You are welcome to bring beverages.



BY CHRISTINE MAKOWSKI

Spanish Macaroni

My husband and I love to cook and try new recipes, 
but sometimes, you always find yourself going 
back to the “tried and true” recipes.  Spanish 
Macaroni is one of those recipes for us!  

Being the youngest of seven, I now understand why 
my mom, Anna Walsh, had this in her regular rotation 
of recipes.  It is very easy, good for picky eaters, easily 
multiplied, done in one skillet and ready within an hour!  
Just last week, my mom said one of my sisters is coming 
in and my nephew requested this for dinner.  This recipe 
has now made it into all of my siblings “regular rotation”  
of recipes and I hope that if you try it, you will like it!

SPANISH MACARONI
S E R V E S  4 - 6

 2 slices of bacon
 1 pound ground beef
 1 cup uncooked elbow  
  macaroni
 1 green pepper, diced
 1 onion, diced
 1/2 cup chili sauce, dollop  
  over onion
 2 14.5 oz diced regular or  
  fire roasted tomatoes
 1 teaspoon salt
 ¼ teaspoon pepper

1.  In a large skillet, cook bacon.  
Take bacon out and crumble.

2. Cook ground beef until 
browned.

3. Add crumbled bacon to the 
top of the ground beef.

4.  Add all remaining ingredients 
to the skillet, in the order 
listed above, in layers.  Be 
sure macaroni is well covered 
and diced tomatoes are 
covering all ingredients.

5.  Bring to a boil, cover and 
reduce heat to medium low.  
Cook for 30 minutes.

6.  Stir all together in skillet  
and enjoy!

 RECIPE
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It was April 2015 when Bishop David 
Zubik called the Catholic Church 
of Pittsburgh to join him in the 
On Mission for the Church Alive! 
initiative, with its goal of offering 
everyone a deeper relationship with 
Jesus Christ and His Church.

After almost three years of discerning 
how to best position the Church for 
the future, this April, Bishop Zubik 
announced his decisions about parish 
groupings and clergy assignments.

During the weekend of April 28-29, our pastor, 
Father Joe Sioli, shared with parishioners that 
Bishop Zubik confirmed our parish grouping of 
St. Louise and St Joan of Arc parishes. The bishop 
has appointed Father Joe to continue as Pastor/
Administrator, with Parochial Vicar Fr. Jon Brzek, 
Senior Parochial Vicar, Fr. Daniel Mauer, and Deacon 
Bill Strathmann joining Fr. Joe in the care of our 
parish communities.

Fr. Dan Mauer, who is currently serving as pastor of 
St. Thomas A' Becket in Pleasant Hills, is happy to be 
coming to St. Louise/St Joan and looks forward to 
meeting our parishioners.

BY  TERRI  KISH

ON MISSION FOR

UPDATE

CLERGY ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE EFFECTIVE ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2018.
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Clergy assignments will be effective on Monday, 
October 15, 2018.

It was also announced that our parish grouping 
could celebrate up to nine (9) Sunday Masses, 
including Saturday Vigil Masses. Fr. Joe, together 
with our present and incoming clergy, staff, and 
parish advisory councils provided input so that a 
Mass schedule could be developed that would work 
best for our new parish grouping. Because Mass 
times need diocesan approval, each new parish 
grouping had to submit proposed Mass times by 
June 1st, prior to the Herald’s publication.

Fr. Joe explained that at every Mass, the liturgy 
should be celebrated as well as it can be. He said 
that it is difficult for a priest to be his best, spiritually 
and even physically, when a he has to habitually 
offer more than three Masses on a Sunday, so 
the diocese has considered the number of priests 
available assigned to each parish grouping 
in arriving at a maximum number of weekend 
Masses. In addition, weekend Masses shouldn’t 
be celebrated where churches are less than half 
full, which is another factor that was used when the 
diocese determined the number of Masses for each 
parish grouping. 

OUR PARISH GROUPING COULD 
CELEBRATE UP TO NINE SUNDAY 
MASSES, INCLUDING SATURDAY 
VIGIL MASSES.

“Our worship is communal,” said Fr. Joe. “Sunday 
Mass should be an experience. There should be a 
vibrancy to it that contributes to the vitality of the 
parish.”

In addition to setting the new Mass schedule,  
Fr. Joe said the next several months will be a time 
of laying the groundwork to bring our two parishes 
together. Both parish staffs have already been 
engaged in some ongoing formation, learning to 
work better together by relying on each other’s 
strengths.

This transition period is not just about the 
reassignment of clergy, said Fr. Joe. It’s a time to 
allow parishioners to get to know one another, to 
know the other parish’s ministries and needs. 

“We want to make sure our new parish is stronger 
and more committed to the mission of the Church,” 
said Fr. Joe.

So, what can parishioners do to help bring our two 
parishes together? First, Fr. Joe asks us all to pray, 
and he asks each of us to recommit ourselves to 
Christ. 

Fr. Joe also asks us to work on building 
relationships, not only at St. Louise and St. 
Joan, but in our neighborhoods and the larger 
community. 

In Bishop Zubik’s original call to On Mission for the 
Church Alive!, he stated, “As we move forward, we 
are all called to draw deeper into the faith, seek the 
lost, and serve those in need.”

This isn’t just a transition, said Fr. Joe, but a 
beginning of a new way of parish life. We have a 
growing group of parishioners who are on fire and 
are really being engaged to live out their baptismal 
promises. As they live out their Christian vocation in 
the midst of a community, the parish is changed for 
the better.

WE HAVE A GROWING GROUP 
OF PARISHIONERS WHO ARE ON 
FIRE AND ARE REALLY BEING 
ENGAGED TO LIVE OUT THEIR 
BAPTISMAL PROMISES. AS THEY 
LIVE OUT THEIR CHRISTIAN 
VOCATION IN THE MIDST OF 
A COMMUNITY, THE PARISH IS 
CHANGED FOR THE BETTER.
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Prayer for On 
Mission for The 
Church Alive!
Father of Mercy,

we ask you for your 
guidance as we journey 
On Mission for The Church 
Alive!

Endow us with your gifts 
of courage, collaboration, 
and compassion so that 
we can continue to fulfill 
the mission of Christ 
and his Church through 
vibrant parishes, dynamic 
schools, religious education 
programs, and effective 
ministries.

Raise up selfless, energetic 
leaders – lay, religious, 
deacons and priests, to 
serve the Church in fidelity 
and with care.

May we the Church of 
Pittsburgh in Allegheny, 
Beaver, Butler, Greene, 
Lawrence and Washington 
Counties all be sustained 
and strengthened by your 
grace.

Help us to learn Jesus, love 
Jesus and live Jesus.

Hear this prayer and grant 
it through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, with the help 
of our Blessed Mother, 
who protects us under the 
mantle of her love.

Amen

ON MISSION FOR

PARISH GROUPING
St. Joan of Arc

St. Louise de Marillac

SCHOOL
St. Louise de Marillac School

MASS ATTENDANCE
3,150

MAXIMUM NUMBER 
OF MASSES

9

CATEGORY
B

S O U T H  P A R K / U P P E R  S A I N T  C L A I R  G R O U P I N G
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Father Joseph Sioli

SENIOR PAROCHIAL 
VICAR

Father Daniel Maurer

PAROCHIAL VICAR
Father Jon Brzek

DEACON
Deacon William Strathmann, Jr



We have a tremendous community here. And we want to 
make sure it’s as easy as possible for every one of you to be 
involved and connected to it all. So, we’ve adopted a way of 
communicating that makes it much simpler for you to get  
the information you want from us! It’s powered by a service 
called Flocknote. Like sending a “note” to your “flock”. 

At St. Louise, we want to effectively communicate things  
such as upcoming events and holy day Mass times. We want  
to keep you informed as easily as possible.

LET’S STAY  
     CONNECTED

TEXT
STL2016

TO
84576

flocknote To join Flocknote, 
simply text STL2016 
to 84576. 

flocknote

ST.  LO U I S E  D E  M A R I L L AC

If you do not text, but would like to receive email updates, please email 
Jason Zych at jzych@stlouisedemarillac.org to be added to Flocknote.



he Catholic Charities 36th Annual Bishop’s 
Dinner was held on Friday, May 11, 2018, at 
the Westin Hotel in downtown Pittsburgh.  

Over 800 people attended that evening in 
support of Catholic Charities.  The theme 
of this year’s event was “Journey Forward.”  
Catholic Charities lends a helping hand to 
those on difficult journeys by providing 
the needed tools and support so they can 
see hope and stability in their future.  Last 
year, they were able to journey with 19,256 
individuals and provided love and support 
through 441,205 acts of service.

THIS YEAR, ST. LOUISE DE 
MARILLAC PARISH WAS 
HONORED WITH THE CARITAS 
LIVING THE SPIRIT AWARD 
FOR EXEMPLIFYING THE 
VIRTUE OF CHARITY TO 
THOSE IN SPIRITUAL AND 
PHYSICAL NEED, BOTH WITHIN 
AND BEYOND OUR PARISH 
BOUNDARIES, BY PROVIDING  
A WEALTH OF SERVICES.  

Living the
Spirit Award

The Living the Spirit Award was first 
established in 2011 to recognize parishes 
for the good works they do in our 
communities. The name “Living the Spirit” 
was chosen as a symbol of how the Holy 
Spirit is alive in our faith and those who 
serve are a living example of how the 
social teachings of the Catholic Church can 
be a source of tangible assistance while 
also serving as an example of God’s love.

Father Joe Sioli gladly accepted the award 
from Bishop David Zubik on behalf of the 
Parish. Various parishioners, from the many 
charity groups, such as Ladies of Charity, 
Dignity Robes Ministry, the DeMarillac 
Guild, Substance Addiction Ministry, 
Homeless Ministry and many others, were 
there to share in the evenings’ festivities.  

T

ST.  LOUISE  DE MARILLAC

BY TRACEY BUCKLEY
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Middle school students are now facing issues

Middle School Youth Ministry

that high school students faced only 10 years ago
B Y  JASON ZYCH
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        IF YOU ARE A MIDDLE     

   SCHOOL STUDENT, OR PARENT 

OF A MIDDLE SCHOOL TEEN IN 

OUR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

PROGRAM, I HOPE THAT YOU  

WILL SIGN UP TO BE A PART OF 

EDGE FOR THE 2018-2019 SCHOOL 

YEAR! EDGE WILL BEGIN THE 

THIRD WEEK OF SEPTEMBER AND 

MEET THE FIRST AND THIRD WEEK 

OF EACH MONTH THROUGH APRIL. 

It’s a Wednesday evening in LeGras Parish 
Center. The Core Team is busy preparing the 
space for the upcoming Edge Night.  The 
room begins to come to life as it is filled 
by middle school teens. There is a palpable 
energy, not simply from the 75 teens that are 
present, but from the real excitement about 
our faith, and as the night gets underway 
the teens encounter an opportunity for their 
Catholic faith to come alive! The middle 
school teens who have been a part of Edge 
walk away with a positive experience of the 
faith. Parents agree: as one parent wrote, 
“Thank you for everything. (My daughter) 
had such a positive experience last week 
and I just wanted to thank you. She really 
enjoyed herself and talked very positively 
about the class. She is not usually so positive 
or talkative so I am impressed, too! Thanks 
so much!” 

Why is Edge necessary? Middle school 
students are now facing issues that high 
school students faced only 10 years ago. How 
can we as the Church have a voice in their 
lives and help them navigate such issues?  
We need to be present to them and walk  
with them during these middle school years. 

What really makes Edge work well is the 
dedicated Core Team. They are the unsung 
heroes working with our middle school youth. 
In addition to leading teens during small 
group time, this team of adults, parents, and 
high school students meets monthly to plan 
and execute Edge Nights. It is a real blessing 
to have this Core Team that gives of their time 
and talent to be present to our middle school 
youth. If you have a heart for middle school 
teens, consider joining this team. Contact 
Jason Zych, Youth Minister, to get more 
information. He would love to have you on the 
team and share your gifts!

We need to be present to them and walk with them

during these middle school years
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WHAT IS PARENT LIFE?
The Parent Life Website is for parents of high school teens. This is  
a place where you will find incredible content to help you through 
the very challenging years of raising teenagers. We hope to serve 

you by giving you access to ideas, tips, and information on a variety 
of topics that will bless you, your marriage, and your family. Contact 
Jason Zych, Youth Minister, at jzych@stlouisedemarillac.org to get 

the access code so you can check out all this FREE content! 

Preview the site today - ltparentlife.com

PARENT LIFE
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Each year all of the parishes of our Diocese of Pittsburgh participate 
in the Parish Share Program (PSP). PSP supports the work of the 
Church throughout the Diocese, making it possible for our bishop 
and those who work with him to minister to Catholics and our 
neighbors, to educate seminarians and to further the work of the 
Church in many more ways. 

St. Louise de Marillac Parish’s goal for this year is $285,000.  Any 
donations to PSP received in excess of our assessment return directly 
to our parish – with the added benefit of remaining free from any 
future assessment. Therefore, if you are making a  gift to the parish,  
we ask that you consider designating it to Parish Share. 

If you haven’t done so already, please consider making a contribution 
today to help us reach this year’s goal. Kindly fill out the pledge card below 
and return both the “Parish” and “Diocese” copies to the Parish Office.

• You can include a check payable to “St. Louise de Marillac Parish.” 

• If you use Faith Direct, you may call them at 1-866-507-8757  
to arrange your contribution or do so through their website at  
www.faithdirect.net. Our parish code is PA27. 

We appreciate the generosity of our parishioners, in supporting both 
our own parish and so many other good and important works.

Parish 
Share

P R O G R A M



Did you know?
The Guild was originally started 57 years ago by 

dedicated women of St. Louise De Marillac Parish.

THE De MARILLAC GUILD

Special Interest Groups 
We Enjoy Each Other and We Have Fun Too!

These are the on-going groups that the  
Guild has currently.  We are always open to 
new ideas as well!

BOOK CLUB

Our Book Club was started over 14 years 
ago and is facilitated by Kathy Zukowski.  
Members select and read a different book 
each month and then meet to discuss them. 
They also have frequent dinners together 
and attend current movies that are of 
interest. New members are always welcome.

GUILD PRAYER GROUP

This group is facilitated by Marie Byrne and 
meets weekly.  They recently celebrated 
their 25th anniversary together!  They have 
different bible studies throughout the year, 
and support personal prayer needs as well 
as those of others. They always welcome 
new members to join.

We are still going strong today, and we invite you to 
check us out sometime…..you may want to join us!

To serve and 
extend the 
interests of 
the parish

To foster a spirit 
of loyalty and 
charity among 

members 

To encourage 
religious 

development

To provide 
financial 

assistance to 
the Church
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Fundraising Events
Have You Ever Attended Any of Them? Over the years, we 
have sponsored many types of events to earn additional 
funds for our church and school.  Among former years’ 
events are: the Fun Fair Carnival, New Year’s Eve Dances, 
Book Fair, Mother-Daughter Breakfasts, Mother-Son Outings, 
and the, Coronet Luncheons among others. Our yearly main 
fund raising events now are:

TIMELESS TREASURES 
FLEA MARKET

This event is held in the 
summer.  The dates this year 
are July 20-21 with Pre-Sale 
the evening of July 19th. It 
is held in LeGras Hall and is 
huge!  It is a fun event, and 
has become very well known 
in the South Hills community.  
We always have top quality 
items at great prices.  We 
hope you’ll come out and 
support us…on top of finding 
some “treasures”–you may 
even see some of your friends 
and neighbors there!

CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW AND BAKE SALE

Held in mid-November, this is an event you will not want to 
miss.  It is a perfect time to do your Christmas shopping, 
and you may even find something that you cannot live 
without!  This is a juried craft show, featuring many carefully 
hand selected vendors and beautiful handmade items. The 
Baked Goods are fantastic and sell out quickly every year.  
Bring your friends, do some shopping, and experience the 
Christmas spirit.  We’ll look forward to seeing you!

The DeMarillac Guild is proud of the donations that we have made to the following  
groups, and others. It is our pleasure to raise funds so that we may help others!

St. Louise De Marillac Church

Genesis of Pittsburgh

St. Louise De Marillac Youth 
Ministry

Jubilee Soup Kitchen

St. Louise De Marillac School 

Felician Sisters

St. Louise  De Marillac 
Religious Ed Program (CCD)

Catholic Charities Free 
Health Care

Meals On Wheels

Mooncrest

Greater Pittsburgh 
Community Food Bank

Sisters of Mercy/Operation 
Safety Net (Dr. Jim Withers)

(Medical outreach program 
forPittsburgh/Allegheny 
County Homeless)
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B Y  E L I Z A B E T H  M A R T I N

YOU KNOW THAT SAYING: GOD ONLY GIVES US WHAT WE CAN HANDLE?  

I DON’T BELIEVE IT.  I THINK SOMETIMES GOD GIVES US MORE THAN WE 

CAN HANDLE.  AND HE DOESN’T DO THIS BECAUSE OF SOME PAST SIN 

WE’VE COMMITTED OR BECAUSE HE ISN’T A LOVING GOD.  I THINK HE 

DOES IT TO PUSH US; TO PUSH US TO OUR LIMIT.  BECAUSE IT’S OFTEN 

WHEN WE’RE PUSHED THAT WE JUMP AND REALIZE WE CAN FLY.  
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My story begins simply.  I grew 
up in a Catholic home, the oldest 
of six children.  We moved a lot 
growing up, east coast to west 
coast and back again.  I was 
active in our church, went to 
youth group in high school.  I 
received my Bachelors of Arts 
and MBA from a Catholic 
university where I also worked 
as a recruiter in the Admissions 
Department.  I was a devoted 
Catholic . I went to Sunday 
Mass, I said my nightly prayers, 
I had my go-to partner in 
Saint Therese of Lisieux.  I was 
Catholic.  

I also was a goal crusher.  
After completing my MBA, I 
switched from working in higher 
education to the technology 
industry.  I managed sales teams 
and business development 
processes and procedures at an 
up-and-coming tech company 
while living and thriving in 
Washington, DC.  I was only 25 
and yet my future was bright.  I 
was excited and motivated about 
where life was taking me.  

Then on Wednesday, March 21, 
2012, I woke up with no feeling 
in or use of my legs. I thought 
it was a tick bite; I’d be given a 
round of antibiotics and a wave 
out the door.  I thought I’d be 
fine.  Instead, that evening at 
10:15pm, the head neurologist 
called me in the hospital where I 
was admitted to tell me the news: 
I was diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis.

MS–I knew what that was. A 
friend’s mom had it. I think 
someone’s aunt had it too. A 
quick google search told me 
the basics: Multiple Sclerosis 
is a potentially disabling 
disease of the central nervous 
system.  There is no cure but 
management was available for 
relief and remission.  

Little did I know that 
“potentially” was not an option 
for me and management 
wouldn’t work.

After a few days receiving 
treatment at a hospital in D.C., 
it was suggested that I go back 
to my parents in Pittsburgh to 
recover, to regain my strength. I 
never went back to D.C. In fact, 
the items from my office are in a 
box still at the company. 

Over the following months, 
the progression of the disease 
increased. Memorial Day 
weekend I woke up not being 

able to speak, a condition called 
dysarthria, or use my legs 
or arms. I spent most of that 
summer in in-patient rehab at 
UPMC Mercy Hospital, where 
I underwent multiple steroid 
treatments, plasmapheresis, 
drug trials, physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, and speech 
therapy.

It really should’ve been the 
worst days of my life. But 
that’s not how I remember it. I 
remember love–from my family 
who came to visit every day. 
From the community–who 
sent me encouragement and 
made sure my family had meals. 
From the Church–where I was 
delivered the Holy Eucharist 
most days and visited by priests 
for Confession and blessings. 
Here I was, a young, driven, 
professional young lady, living 
in the hospital, not being able 
to speak, in a wheelchair, and 

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL GIFT EVER BESTOWED ON THE HUMAN 
RACE CAME FROM SUFFERING. THAT’S WHEN I REALIZED 
THAT THERE COULD ACTUALLY BE JOY IN THE SUFFERING.  
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covered in bruises and scars 
from treatments. And I found 
happiness.

The decision to find the silver 
lining, the joy in the storm, wasn’t 
necessarily a conscious one. It 
came naturally. I felt like I was 
protected from negativity by a 
big bubble. People would ask me: 
“everyone is praying–where is the 
miracle?” The miracle was not 
physical; the miracle was, and still 
is, that bubble.

And, really, thank God for that 
miracle. Because that summer 
was only the beginning. My 
case of MS is progressive and 
has taken an aggressive toll. A 
year later I was back in inpatient 
rehab. A year after that I lost my 
ability to see temporarily. A few 
months later my neck broke and 
I had a cervical spine fusion. 

Shortly after my legs progressed 
so poorly I ended up full time in 
a wheelchair.

This was a low point. Being 
confined to a wheelchair is 
beyond humbling. For one, you’re 
staring at everyone’s butts, all 
day. Then things are ten times as 
difficult. You are different. On 
top of the wheelchair adaption, 
my body was not responding 
to any treatments. Hospital 
trip after hospital trip led to 
disappointment and further 
hopelessness.  I tried alternative 
therapies and diets and life 
changes. Nothing was helping; 
nothing was providing relief.

My doctors decided it was time to 
try a more aggressive approach: 
a chemotherapy-like drug that 
would diminish a line of B cells 
in my immune system. It was a 

high-risk drug but I was assured 
there might be some relief. I woke 
up the Friday of my infusion, 
which I’d been warned could take 
8-12 hours, with strength and 
hope.

A few minutes in to my infusion 
I knew something was wrong. I 
looked to my mom. She called 
the nurse in. Next thing I knew I 
was in the ER. I had coded in the 
hospital. I was miserable. I was 
in so much pain. I had hit a new 
low–a low I didn’t even know was 
possible on this journey.

A few days later I met with my 
doctors. They wanted to give the 
drug one more try; it was the only 
option in their eyes. On the drive 
home, I couldn’t help but think 
“I’m done. That positive, life is 
still good thing, over it. I can’t do 
that anymore. This is too hard.”

 FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: BROTHER’S KEVIN, TIM, BROTHER-IN-LAW ALLEN, SISTER COURTNEY, BROTHERS CONNOR AND JOHN

19  SUMMER 2018  |  THE ST. LOUISE HERALD

I woke up not being able to speak, 
 a condition called dysarthria



It was Holy Week. I went in for 
my second attempt on Good 
Friday. I read the words of Jesus 
from the story of the Agony of 
the Garden.  He saw what was 
coming, the suffering He was 
going to endure.  “My Father, if it 
is possible, let this cup pass me” 
He cried.   Here was the Son of 
God asking for His suffering to 
be lifted.  I clung to that.  

And then, I continued reading: 
“If this cup cannot pass by, but 
I must drink it, your will be 
done!”  

This is what I have come to 
realize about suffering: no one 
wants it.  It isn’t something that 
is sought after or encouraged or 
warm or fuzzy.  We’d like, in our 
human spirit, to forego it at any 
point.  And yet, sometimes God 
asks it of us.  He asked His only 
Son to suffer and in doing so, 
He saved the world.  Through 
Jesus’ death and resurrection 
He opened the floodgates of 
heaven.  The most beautiful gift 
ever bestowed on the human 
race came from suffering.  That’s 
when I realized that there could 
actually be joy in the suffering.  

I completed my second 
treatment and another two after 
that. A surgery was thrown in 
there too because I like to keep 
my mom’s nerves on their toes. 
I spent a year in that wheelchair 
full-time but oh, did I live. 
I learned to drive with hand 
controls. I traveled by car, train, 
and plane. I found a beach 

THIS IS NOT THE WAY I SAW MY LIFE TURNING OUT. BUT  
FOR WHAT I HAVE LOST, I HAVE GAINED BEYOND MEASURE.

wheelchair cruiser so I could 
put my toes in the ocean. I 
went to concerts, to festivals, 
to dinner, to coffee, to church, 
to sporting events.  

I found so much strength in my 
suffering. This strength led me 
to a rehabilitation clinic at the 
Mayo Clinic in Minnesota. The 
morning I started my treatment 
I visited their spirituality room 
that had a wall of prayers where 
you could post your intentions. 
I was running late and hastily I 
wrote “Lord let me walk again”. 

Two months later I was walking 
with an arm crutch.

I would continue to keep 
walking. We traveled the world, 
my arm crutch and I. Doctors 
had said I’d never walk again; 
I walked in France and Spain, 
Bosnia and Croatia, east coast, 
west coast. I walked.

My next goal was to ride my 
bicycle again. And just like 
walking, I conquered. Then I 
had a bad crash, wrecked my left 
arm and went through multiple 
surgeries and physical therapy 
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to regain any use I could out of 
it. I tattooed a small bicycle on 
my large scar as triumph and got 
myself into a recumbent tricycle 
and kept going.

But how? Like, this is all great 
and all, but how do I do it? How 
do I keep going and better yet, 
with a smile on my face and joy 
in my heart?

Again, miracle bubble. Granted, 
I’ve conditioned myself pretty 
well to think this way. But I also 
have come to realize the beauty 
in it. This is not the way I saw 
my life turning out. But for 
what I have lost, I have gained 
beyond measure. I was able to 
live at home and grow deeper 
connections to my younger 
siblings. I was able to really learn 
my body and appreciate the 
beauty of human anatomy. I live 
with intention. I have grown in 
my friendships and relationships. 
I have found the man who I 
know I was meant to love. I call 
my parents my friends.  My 
church is my home. I have the 
pleasure of talking to people 
daily about where I find my 
hope, and my joy, and encourage 
them on their journeys. And best 
of all, my spirituality runs deeper 
that I ever thought possible. If 
that’s what it takes for me to have 

all that, Lord, give it to me twice.

So where does that leave me 
now? Still pretty darn sick. 
The highs and lows of my 
disease aren’t as dramatic and 
instead have become more of a 
steady decline. I struggle with 
symptoms every single day, some 
days more than others.

Yet still I wake up every 
morning blessed and happy. I 
am breathing, I am living. And 
I am genuinely happy. I have 
found my vocation through my 
sickness: I actively engage on 
social media with other people 
who are fighters with chronic 
diseases. I share my personal 
stories and content on Instagram 
under the name The Sparkled 
Life.  I listen to their stories and 
offer support where I can.  

Everyone will experience some 
form of hardship or suffering 
in their life. It is inevitable. My 
hope in sharing glimpses of my 
life is to show we were not called 
to be victims to suffering. We 
are called to be joyous in our 
suffering. That to find that joy, 
that happiness, is our healing.

And, sometimes, that is as hard 
as anything. The clouds darken 
many days. But the Son always 
shines.

PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO REMEMBER THE SICK MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH 
IN YOUR PRAYERS AND ACTIONS. THERE ARE SO MANY BEAUTIFUL THINGS 
THE CHURCH DOES FOR THE NEEDY AND YET SOMETIMES, THE GIRL NEXT 
DOOR WHO’S SICK AND LONELY IS OVERLOOKED. VISIT THE SICK.  PRAY 
FOR THE NEEDY.  DO AN ACT OF KINDNESS FOR SOMEONE IN NEED.  THESE 
LITTLE ACTS WILL MEAN MORE THAN YOU COULD EVER KNOW.
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The Easter Vigil, which the Church 
calls “the Mother of all Liturgies” 
is a wondrous event, especially 
for those men and women who 
have been journeying with one 
another in the RCIA program.  RCIA 
stands for the Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults and it consists 
of approximately 8 months 
of preparation through study, 
prayer, and communal liturgical 
experiences.  Of course, too, each 
participant comes to RCIA from their 
own personal journey and arrives 
with different questions, needs, 
and hopes.  Those who come from 
non-Christian backgrounds or 
from non-religious backgrounds 
(Catechumens) begin the journey 

in search of Baptism, Eucharist, 
and Confirmation.  Those who 
come from other Christian churches 
with Valid Christian Baptisms 
(Candidates) come seeking full 
communion with the Catholic 
Church through the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation, Communion, and 
Confirmation.

By the time the Easter Vigil 
is upon us, our Catechumens 
and Candidates are filled with 
anticipatory joy at the prospect of 
finally embarking upon the ongoing 
journey of conversion to which 
Catholic life is calling them.  This 
year, 12 adults participated in the 
RCIA program at St. Louise and 
many brought sponsors or spouses 

to share in the experience.  How 
blessed we are to welcome yet 
another wonderfully earnest and 
engaged group of people into 
our parish and Church family!!!  
Please enjoy reading some of their 
reflections and if they inspire you, 
consider asking to sponsor someone 
you know who may be seeking or 
giving a nudge to a friend or family 
member on the fence!  Also, be sure 
to congratulate them and welcome 
them into the family!

REFLECTIONS ON THE  
JOURNEY TO THE SACRAMENTS 
AND CATHOLIC LIFE

GIVE REBECCA PETTIGREW A 
CALL SHOULD YOU HAVE ANY 
QUESTIONS ABOUT RCIA:  
(412)-770-7635.

B Y  REBECCA PETT IGREW
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I had been considering converting 
to Catholicism for several years 
and never felt strongly enough or 
couldn’t find the time or any other 
excuse that I came up with.  After a 
few deaths in a short period of time 
I felt I needed to get more in touch 
with my faith and also see what both 
my wife and those who had passed, 
felt so strongly about.  I wasn’t sure 
what to expect going into it, but 
what I can say is, it was beyond any 
expectations that I could have had.

The weekly discussions helped me 
put some context around things I 
have heard in discussions but never 
had any detail behind.  It allowed 
me to reflect on my feelings about 
faith and how it plays a role in my 
life.  The comradery and support 
were inspiring.  The educational part 
of it was much more thorough than 
I thought I would get in such a short 
period of time vs. a cradle Catholic. 

As we went thru the Sacraments 
they were truly powerful.  Then the 
culmination of the Easter Vigil was 
absolutely one of the most powerful 
days of my life.  When the Gloria 
was played, although I was not fully 
part of the Catholic Church at that 
instant, I knew that I finally had that 
moment that I think I had been 
searching for through the entire 
journey.  I can’t explain the feeling 
but it made me feel excited to be 
sharing the Eucharist and living my 
life of faith.

I do continue to have a long way 
to go, but the RICA experience has 
helped me start that journey and 
has helped me be a better Leader, 
Father and Husband.

J O H N  S H E D D  ( C A N D I D AT E )
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Being a part of the RCIA program has 
been a life-changing experience for me. 
I began the process last year as a candi-
date with a wonderful sponsor in Leona 
Matelan and a lot of questions. I imme-
diately felt welcomed by Rebecca Pet-
tigrew, Director of the RCIA program, 
and Fr. Joe, and from the first meeting 
I kept wanting to learn more. After the 
first few weeks, my wife Lauren joined 
me at RCIA and we enjoyed every step 
of the program. Being confirmed at the 
Easter Vigil and receiving the Eucharist 
are memories that I will never forget. 
This year Lauren and I decided to assist 
with RCIA and we found it to be an 
equally valuable and rewarding experi-
ence. As we continued to learn, we met 
new friends and were given the honor of 
sponsoring Tim and Jennifer Weinzierl 
as they were confirmed this past year.

We are blessed at Saint Louise with 
outstanding priests. Father Joe and 
Father Danielle were instrumental in 
helping me open my heart to Christ. 
Rebecca Pettigrew is one of the best 
teachers I have ever encountered, 
and an even better person. Our 
RCIA program is truly top-notch, and 
I highly encourage anyone who is 
considering becoming Catholic to 
come check it out. We have much 
to be thankful for here and I greatly 
appreciate all of your love, prayers, 
and support.

  J U S T I N  K A S Z O N Y I  ( S P O N S O R 
  A N D  P R I O R  R C I A  C A N D I D AT E )

Last year, my husband, Justin, became an RCIA candidate at St. Louise. Despite 
some feelings of reluctance, he attended his first class in October of 2016. A mere six 
weeks into his faith journey, he was so intrigued by the program that he asked me to 
accompany him on Wednesday evenings. After only one class, I could see why Justin 
was so excited about the experience. I quickly grew to love Wednesday nights, and 
I looked forward to the new information and insight I would receive from Rebecca 
and the parish priests. Although I'm a cradle Catholic, I discovered that I still had a 
great deal of learning to do. RCIA reignited my interest in the faith and enabled me 
to grow deeper in my love for Christ. This year, Rebecca invited us back as part of 
the core team. It was both inspiring and fulfilling to accompany this year's candidates 
and catechumens in their journey toward the Sacraments. Justin and I made many 
friends along the way, and we were flattered when one of the couples asked us to be 
their sponsors. Walking this path, first as a wife and then as a sponsor, has given me 
great joy. RCIA has been a blessing for our marriage, and we are incredibly thankful to 
Rebecca, Father Joe, and the entire parish for welcoming us into the St. Louise family. 

  L A U R E N  K A S Z O N Y I  ( S P O N S O R )
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Participating in RCIA as a sponsor 
provided a unique opportunity 
for me to grow in my own faith 
journey. It was so inspiring to 
observe the catechumens and 
candidates develop their faith and 
become drawn closer to our Lord. 
The program is beautifully and 
thoughtfully designed. I found it 
informative, thought provoking, and 
welcoming for all who attended. It 
was a true honor and privilege for me 
to sponsor one of the catechumens, 
my daughter’s fiancé. The experience 
strengthened my faith, reignited my 
thirst to learn more and become 
closer to God, and resulted in a very 
special bond between my daughter’s 
fiancé and me. And, of course, the 
most beautiful and moving part of 
the entire experience was witnessing 
the joy and emotion as each 
catechumen and candidate received 
the Sacraments of Initiation at the 
Easter Vigil! 

  J E A N N E  F O G A R T Y  ( S P O N S O R )
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The RCIA learning experience was 
nothing like what I expected.  I was 
not sure the first couple of weeks if 
I belonged, but it soon became a 
weekly event that I looked forward to.

The atmosphere was relaxed and the 
tables were filled with snacks and 
refreshments each week brought 
in by both our leader and many of 
the participants.  It never felt like 
a classroom as our excellent and 
incredibly knowledgeable leader, 
Rebecca Pettigrew, supplemented 
the readings from the Catholic 
Catechism for Adults with her own 
notes and insights about the material 
for the week.  She also supplemented 
with videos featuring Bishop Barron’s 
excellent Catholicism series and 
Symbolyn with wide-eyed Ted Sri.  

The ceremony at St Paul’s Cathedral 
where all of the catechumens and 
candidates assembled with their 
sponsors to meet Bishop Zubik was 
truly amazing. The cathedral was 
packed with the upcoming new 
members of the Catholic faith and it 
was only one of two weeks when this 
ceremony was to be held.

We survived the three scrutinies 
at Sunday Mass and continued to 
become closer as a group.  The 
Easter Vigil service, where we 
completed our journey into the 
church, was beautiful and totally 
inspiring. It was a never to be 
forgotten ceremony.

  L A R R Y  R O W L E S  ( C A N D I D AT E )
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In His time…easy to say, not so 
easy to live.  At least for me.  Plus a 
miracle; again in His time?

I have always believed in miracles 
but to actually be part of one was 
not something I ever envisioned.  
However at this year’s Easter Vigil 
I was part of the RCIA’s beautiful 
ceremony of welcoming twelve new 
Catholics to our Church, one of them 
was my husband, Larry.  

We will be married for 45 years 
this August.  When we were 
married I did not feel that having 
Larry convert to Catholicism 
was important.  My father was a 
Lutheran and mom a Catholic.  Our 
four children were raised Catholic.  
It all worked out just fine.

Our daughter, Brieana was 
raised a Catholic, and my dad 
was her Godfather and later her 
Confirmation sponsor.  She attended 
St. Louise and went to John Carroll 
University. All good.

But then when my Dad was in his 
70’s and was my mother’s primary 
care giver, Dad felt the nudge and 
became Catholic.  What a surprise 
and what happiness it brought me!  
This was beyond good.

I had a wonderful gift from my 
father; I now had the ability to share 
the Sacraments with Dad.  This 
became such a huge blessing to 
me as his health faded.  We would 
receive the Eucharist at daily Mass 
together when he visited us, and 
each time my heart was filled with 
joy. When his time came, I knew 
there would be a funeral Mass for 
him.  Could this someday happen 
with Larry and me?

Throughout our marriage   Larry 
attended weekly Mass with Brieana 
and me.  I felt fortunate that life was 
so good. Most people did not know 
Larry wasn’t Catholic.  

Eleven years ago the Tuesday 
evening Catholic Women’s 
Fellowship group at Saint Louise 
began; I shared with these women 
my hopes that Larry would one day 
become Catholic.  I was reassured 
that even if Larry did not become 
Catholic, he was still a good 

Christian man. (I knew that!) They 
prayed along with me that one day 
perhaps this could happen.

I spent four wonderful years as a 
fourth grade teacher at Saint Louise 
School after teaching in public 
school for over 30 years.  Here, I was 
able to talk about Him and PRAY.  I 
had a prayer table in our classroom 
with paper for petitions.  I urged 
the children to pray for their own 
intentions (you know what the Bible 
says about children’s prayers!) plus 
to pray that one day Mr. Rowles 
would become Catholic.

Now I schemed.  I knew that Larry 
liked to golf, and STL had a men’s 
golf league.  Perhaps if I urged him 
to join and he was surrounded every 
Friday afternoon with a bunch of 
good Catholic men with a common 
interest, something (very) good 
would come of it.  Larry has been a 
member of this group for over ten 
years and has become Stat Man II 
and writes the weekly newsletter.

I am a true believer of what I call “Holy 
Spirit moments”.  About a year or so 
ago Rebecca Pettigrew stopped me 
after Mass and talked to me about Larry.  
She told me she would pray for him 
to become Catholic.  That to me was 
a Holy Spirit moment when Rebecca 
approached me and told me of her 
intention to pray for my secret intention.

Last fall Father Daniele announced 
from the pulpit that the new RCIA 
class would be forming and to 

invite a non-Catholic to consider 
attending.  I nudged Larry and 
smiled at Father’s invitation.  

A few weeks later on a Wednesday 
evening after dinner, Larry put on his 
jacket and surprised me by saying he 
was going to the first RCIA meeting. 
Wide eyed I asked if he wanted me 
to go with him; he replied, “No.”  

As it is said, “the rest is history”.  I 
was honored when my husband 
asked me to be his sponsor and 
proudly sat beside him with his RCIA 
“family” at Sunday Masses.  At one 
of them, an ex-fourth grade student 
(now a junior at Oakland Catholic) 
had difficulty being a lector when 
she looked out with tears in her eyes 
and saw Mr. Rowles just a few weeks 
away from becoming a Catholic.

Speaking of teary eyes, the Easter 
Vigil did not go by without tears 
from me.  I looked at Josh and 
Katie and Matt and Megan who 
will be married this summer 
and will now be beginning their 
marriage as a CATHOLIC couple.  
Jenn and Tim, still rather newly 
wed with two (adorable!) young 
children, are now a CATHOLIC 
couple.  And me with Larry (who by 
the way chose St. Andrew, patron 
saint of golfers as his Confirmation 
name) are now a CATHOLIC 
couple, a miracle in HIS time.

  J E A N N E  R O W L E S  ( S P O N S O R )
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Firstly, the RCIA director, Rebecca Pettigrew, is so knowledgeable and 
filled with passion, which made coming to weekly classes a joy. My initial 
assumption was the class would be a manual on becoming Catholic. Do 
this, do that, and you will fit in with all the cradle Catholics and always know 
what to do. It became apparent that it was not that, but instead teaching the 
basics of the faith and giving the students the opportunity to further enter 
into the personal relationship that God wants with us. It was not forceful, just 
God giving us a chance and being present for us when we became ready to 
answer His call. Only having given Him a chance a few years ago, this class 
was exactly the jump start I needed to begin my new Christ-centered life 
that has me thirsting for, seeking out, and experiencing Him in all aspects of 
my life, which have mostly remained the same, but with a new focus, peace, 
and hope. Additionally, the class fostered Christian relationships that will 
be important to develop more for support and living the journey together. 
Thank you to the Church and parish for your prayers,  my fiancé Katie for her 
support, Rebecca for your spiritual guidance, and most importantly to God 
for your unending love and grace.

  J O S H  B A K E R   ( C AT E C H U M E N )

R
C I

A
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 2018  |  ST.  LOUISE DE MARILLAC CHURCH



C AT E C H U M E N S :
Josh Baker
Matt Jones

C A N D I D AT E S :
John Shedd
Heather Zywiec
Ashley Robinson
Jennifer Weinzierl
Tim Weinzierl
Eric Porter
Bill Bankert
Brent Carothers
Kami Chalovich
Larry Rowles

Coming into the RCIA program, my husband and I 
expected to learn, in depth, about the Catholic faith and 
how to draw closer to God. What we didn’t expect was 
the amount of support that stood beside us through our 
journey. We could have never dreamt of the community 
we were welcomed into. From other fellow Catechumens, 
the Elect, our sponsors, Rebecca, Fathers’ Joe and Isaac 
to the entire St. Louise community of parishioners we 
have never met. We were prayed for, given guidance, 
supported, led, and welcomed in a way that we can’t put 
into words…and we are forever grateful. We hope in our 
continued journey, we get to meet the many of you that 
have prayed for us and please know we will be praying for 
those that came before us, those that were beside us and 
those that will come after us!

  J E N N  A N D  T I M  W E I N Z I E R L  ( C A N D I D AT E S )
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The RCIA participants keep my faith 
alive and heart burning  with the 
Holy Spirit. I look forward to the 
journey every year.

  LY N N  G I O V A N N I T T I  ( M E M B E R  
  O F  T H E  R C I A  C O R E  T E A M )

SUMMER 2018  |  THE ST. LOUISE HERALD  30



Th
e S

ain
t S

tor
y G

uy
Christopher 
Reibold

P arishioner Christopher Reibold, also 
known as “The Saint Story Guy”, is 
a Catholic writer and storyteller from 

Bethel Park. At thirteen, Christopher declined 
to make his Confirmation. By seventeen, he 
was no longer attending Mass. After college, 
he worked in the business world for many 
years. As an adult, he discovered the saints, 
and became fascinated with their stories. 
His interest in the saints eventually led him 
to return to the Church. In 2014 on Easter, 
he was Confirmed. Since then, Mr. 
Reibold has dedicated himself to 
dramatizing the lives, and legends 
of the saints, through short stories, 
vignettes, and live presentations. He 
is a contributing writer, and reader, 
for WAOB Audio Theater and he 
presents the Saints of the Month 
segment on Archangel Radio. He 
has appeared as a guest on the Son 
Rise Morning Show, Church and 
Culture, and the Signposts Podcast. 
In the fall of 2017, his first book, 
The Saints at the Chapel: Thrilling Tales  
of History’s Holiest Heroes, was published.

SAINT ANTHONY CHAPEL 
BOOK AND SAINTS STORY

The Saints at the Chapel: Thrilling Tales of 
History’s Holiest Heros

My interest in the saints was instrumental in 
my return to the Church, and I have always 
wanted to write, so I suppose it was inevitable 
that I would eventually write about the saints. 
By the time of my Confirmation in 2014, I 
had written several short stories, but I was 
unsure of what to do with them. Publishers 
were not interested in a random collection 

of stories about the saints. At 
the suggestion of a friend, I 
contacted a local bar and asked 
to use their back room. A few 
weeks later, about 30 people 
showed up to hear me tell 
some of my saint stories. Thus 
began my storytelling career, 
which continues to this day. 
Along the way, the subject of 
St. Anthony’s Chapel came up 
several times. The realization 
that many people wanted more 

information regarding the chapel and its relics 
gave me a way to tie several stories together. 
I wrote a collection of stories about saints 
whose relics are on display at the chapel. 
Lambing Press liked the idea, and The Saints 
at the Chapel: Thrilling Tales of History’s 
Holiest Heroes was published last October. A 
portion of the sale proceeds goes to help with 
conservation of the relics.   

The realization that many people 
want more information regarding 
the chapel and its relics gave me a 
way to tie several stories together.”
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BY CHRISTOPHER REIBOLD

I have been asked to start contributing short articles on 
the saints to the St. Louise Herald. I’d like to begin with 

Saint Perpetua and Saint Felicity. 

Saints  Perpetua and Felicity

S t. Perpetua was a Roman noblewoman 
who lived in Carthage, North Africa. She 
was a catechumen, who was arrested along 

with her servant Felicity, for failure to perform 
required pagan sacrifices. While in prison, 
Perpetua kept a diary in which she recorded two 
visions. In the first vision, she saw her brother 
Dioncrates, who had died in childhood. He 
appeared covered with sores, and desperate for 
water. There was a fountain, but Dinocrates 
was too small to draw from it. St. Perpetua 
interpreted her vision to mean that she needed 
to pray for Dinocrates. In her second vision, 
Dinocrates appeared to her completely healed, 
and an angel stood by the fountain to draw 
water for him whenever he wished to drink. St. 
Perpetua understood this second vision to mean 

that Dinocrates would soon be admitted 
to heaven. Her diary provides important 
early evidence that the Jewish practice of 
praying for the dead (Orthodox Jews still 
pray for the dead) occured at the start of 
Christianity and was not a later corruption 
of the faith. Her diary also provides 
an important first-hand account of the 
Roman persecutions. St. Perpetua, who 
had an infant child, and St. Felicity, who 
was pregnant, were martyred in 203AD. 
They are patron saints for mothers and 
expectant mothers. St. Anthony’s Chapel 
has relics from Saint Perpetua and Saint 
Felicity on display in various cases around 
the chapel. Their feast day is March 7th. 
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CATHOLIC WRITER, 

SPEAKER, AND CONVERT, 

HEATHER KING, WILL BRING 

HER TRADEMARK WISDOM 

AND WIT TO STL THIS 

SEPTEMBER 21st & 22nd 

HEATHER         
KING
HEATHER         
KING

Famished: Our Holy Hunger 
Friday, September 21 at 
6:30pm in LeGras Hall

Never Alone: Our Friendship 
with Christ 
Saturday, September 22 at 
10:30am in LeGras Hall

Our Ongoing Conversion: 
Let's be the Saints Next Door 
Heather will be the last in their 
upcoming series of speakers 
Saturday, September 22 at 
7:00pm Holy Child Parish in 
Bridgeville



BY TERRY KISH

Everyone has a story, but not everyone has a story as compelling 
as that of noted author Heather King. From alcoholic waitress 
to Beverly Hills lawyer, it wasn’t until she set out on a spiritual 
quest that led to Catholicism and her career as a writer that her 
true life began.

This fall, St. Louise de Marillac will be hosting Heather King on 
Friday, Sept. 21, and Saturday, Sept. 22, as she speaks on a variety 
of topics, including faith, her journey to Catholicism, sobriety, 
and her passion for writing.

King grew up in a blue-collar New England family, excelling 
in school and imagining God as a cold, distant, high-school 
principal. She started on the road to alcoholism at the age 
of thirteen, a journey that led to adult alcoholic blackouts, 
sexual promiscuity, a law degree, personal dreams not pursued, 
marriage, and then divorce. But King’s life took a dramatic turn 
when she decided to face her fears, embrace her calling, and 
pursue her dream of being a writer.

In her first two memoirs, “Parched” and “Redeemed,” King 
wrote about two decades of “squandering my talents, sleeping 
around, smoking cigarettes, and swilling Sea Breezes at 8 a.m. 
in Sullivan’s Tap in Boston”.  Quite a difficult and unlikely path 
to converting to Catholicism! But she found Christ, embraced 
sobriety and did what she thought she was “supposed” to do, be 
a lawyer.  
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Desperately searching for meaning, she 
one day walked into a Catholic church 
and encountered Christ: “A guy who 
hung out with lepers, paralytics, and the 
possessed...this is someone I can trust.”



“Of course this must be my path,” she 
remembered thinking. “I’m smart and driven, 
I have a law degree, this must be God’s will.” 
She got married, moved to Los Angeles, began 
working as an attorney, and immediately felt 
her soul shrivel, realizing she could scarcely 
have been more temperamentally ill-suited to 
the contentious world of litigation. 

Desperately searching for meaning, she 
one day walked into a Catholic church and 
encountered Christ: “A guy who hung out with 
lepers, paralytics, and the possessed...this is 
someone I can trust.”

Her epiphany came when 
she recognized her fears – 
the fear of failing, the fear  
of becoming a bag lady if 
she abandoned a prestigious 
job, and the personal 
doubt that had created a 
false context for making 

vocational decisions.  

“Doing what I thought I was supposed to 
do was misdirection; I needed to follow my 
passion. I found Christ and I saw that the 
biggest sin of all would be to refuse the life-
long call of my heart—to become a writer.” King 
realized that she didn’t have to try harder to 
do what she thought was expected; she just 
needed to resist her true calling less.

King was an adult when she converted and 
came to religion through a child-like sense 
of wonder, paradox, and awe, all of which 
are reflected in her writing. King’s story of 
her unlikely conversion and the wonder of 
discovering the healing power of spirituality 
mixes insight and divine faith in writing that is 
mystical, illuminating, and inspiring. 

In addition to “Parched” and “Redeemed,” 
King’s other work includes “Shirt of Flame: 
a Year with St. Therese of Lisieux,” “Poor 
Baby: a Child of the 60’s Looks Back on 
Abortion,” “Stripped: At the Intersection of 
Cancer, Culture, and Christ,” “Holy Days and 
Gospel Reflections:“ (collected writings from 
Magnificat,) “Stumble: Virtue, Vice, and the 
Space Between,” “Loaded: Money and the 
Spirituality of Enough,” “Holy Desperation: 
Praying as If Your Life Depends On It,” and 
“Famished: A Food Memoir with Recipes.”
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR HEATHER’S 
VISIT TO ST. LOUISE ON SEPT 21-22, 2018.
On Friday at 6:30 p.m., we will gather in 
LeGras Hall to feast on appetizers, cocktails, 
and dinner to celebrate the debut of 
Heather’s 10th book, “Famished, a Food 
Memoir” as she delivers her trademark wit 
and wisdom on all things Catholic: sin, the 
saints and salvation. 

On Saturday at 10:30 a.m. we will host 
a brunch forum  in LeGras Hall where 
Heather will share her journey to uncover 
and embrace her passion and calling.

On Saturday at 7:00pm we will join Holy 
Child Parish for our third surprise event 
with Heather.  Watch the bulletin or contact 
Rebecca Pettigrew for details: 
(7pettigrews@gmail.com).

King also writes a monthly 
column, “Credible Witness,” 
for the Magnificat, and a 
weekly column on arts and 
culture  called, “The Crux” for 
Tidings, the newspaper of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

Heather King is an ex-

lawyer, sober alcoholic, 

contemplative, and 

Catholic convert who 

lives in the thick of Los 

Angeles. Her message 

will resonate, and you 

will depart informed, 

inspired, and motivated.   

Visit her website at  

www.heather-king.com.
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Congratulations to Adeline Meinert, 
an 8th grade student at St. Louise 
de Marillac School, who has 
received the Carson Scholarship. 
The Carson Scholars Fund was 
co-founded by Dr. Ben Carson, 
renown pediatric neurosurgeon 
and the current U.S. Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, 
along with his wife Candy Carson. 
Each year, the Carson Scholars 
Fund recognizes students across 
the country who demonstrate 
outstanding academic achievement 
and humanitarian qualities through 
community service. 

From 2013-2015 Adeline was 
a volunteer junior counselor 
at the ICAN Talk AAC Summer 
Camp for children with multiple 
disabilities who cannot talk and 
rely on speech-generating devices 
to communicate. In this role, 
Adeline assisted the campers in 
all the program activities, which 
included playing games, swimming, 
engaging in social activities, going 
shopping at the South Hills Village 
Mall and visiting a local museum. 

Adeline recently attended the 
Carson Scholars Pittsburgh Awards 
Banquet at the Heinz Field East 
Club Lounge to receive her Carson 
Scholarship medal and certificate. 
She was one of 60 students from 
the western Pennsylvania and 
eastern Ohio region to be awarded 
this distinction in 2018. 

 SCHOOL NOTES

At the banquet Dr. Carson 
addressed the students and 
spoke about the importance of 
humility, teamwork, dedication to 
community service, respect for 
your parents and belief in God. 
He stressed how studying hard at 
school pays off and that young 
people should courageously stand 
up for their convictions.

Adeline will be attending Seton 
La-Salle High School in the fall and 
hopes to continue to be active in 
community service.

A D E L I N E  M E I N E R T

CARSON SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARD 
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NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 
BEE
Briella Lucadamo, a seventh grade 
student, was the winner of the 
Geographic Bee competition at 
St. Louise School. The National 
Geographic Society developed 
this contest in 1989 in response to 
concern about the lack of geographic 
knowledge among young people in 
the United States.  Last year, more 
than 3 million students across the 
United States participated in the 
competition. 

As a result of winning the school 
competition, Briella advanced to the 
second round, an online assessment 
and then qualified for the state 
contest in Harrisburg.  More than 
4,600 students across the United 
States competed at this level of the 
competition.  Briella competed at 
the State Museum of Pennsylvania 
in Harrisburg.  She was one of 103 
students from the state and one 
of only nine girls to participate.  
Briella did amazingly well, missing 
only one question during the eight 
intense rounds.  Questions focused 
on cultural, physical and economic 
geography, science, geographic 
comparisons and questions from 
across the country and around the 
world.  We are so very proud of her 
accomplishments in the National 
Geograpic Bee.

B R I E L L A  L U C A D A M O
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FOOTBALL
VARSITY 
2nd PLACE IN DIOCESE

JUNIOR VARSITY 
3rd PLACE IN DIOCESE

CHEERLEADING
VARSITY MOUNT SQUAD 
2nd PLACE IN DIVISION 

JUNIOR VARSITY MOUNT SQUAD 
1ST PLACE AT THE ANNUAL DIOCESAN 
CHEERLEADING COMPETITION 

VOLLEYBALL
GIRLS
VARSITY 
UNDEFEATED REGULAR SEASON  
SECTION CHAMPIONS 
RUNNER-UP DIOCESAN CHAMPIONS  
STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 4th PLACE

JUNIOR VARSITY 
UNDEFEATED SEASON  
SECTION CHAMPIONS 
DIOCESAN CHAMPIONS

BOYS
VARSITY 
RUNNER-UP DIOCESAN CHAMPIONS 

JUNIOR VARSITY 
UNDEFEATED REGULAR SEASON 
SECTION CHAMPIONS 
RUNNER-UP DIOCESAN CHAMPIONS

STL SPORTS 2017-2018STL SPORTS 2017-2018
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BASKETBALL
GIRLS 
VARSITY 
2ND PLACE IN SECTIONS 
ADVANCED TO QUARTERFINALS IN 
DIOCESAN PLAYOFFS 
WINNERS OF ST. ANNE & ST. MALACHY 
TOURNAMENTS

JUNIOR VARSITY 
2ND PLACE IN SECTION 
ADVANCED TO SEMIFINALS IN DIOCESAN 
PLAYOFFS 
WINNERS OF HOLY TRINITY PREVIEW 
TOURNAMENT

BOYS
VARSITY 
2ND IN CLASS A SOUTH SECTION 
LOST IN QUARTERFINALS OF THE 
DIOCESAN PLAYOFFS

JUNIOR VARSITY 
FINISHED 2ND IN CLASS A SOUTH SECTION 
LOST IN QUARTERFINALS OF THE 
DIOCESAN PLAYOFFS

TRACK AND 
FIELD
GIRLS 
VARSITY 
3rd PLACE OVERALL 
MARY NAGY: 3rd PLACE IN THE 3200M

VARSITY  
DIOCESAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
3RD PLACE OVERALL  
1st PLACE 4X100 TEAM 
SADIE ORIE 
MEAGAN McKENNA 
AVA YODER 
MALLORY KUNTZ  
MEAGAN McKENNA: 2nd PLACE IN THE 200M 
ELLIE MAENTZ: 3rd PLACE IN THE 1600

BOYS
VARSITY 
WILL HESS: 2nd PLACE IN THE SHOT PUT 
MATT SCHEARER: 3rd PLACE IN THE  
LONG JUMP 
ZACH CROOKSHANK: 3rd PLACE IN THE 400M

ST
. L

OUISE DE MARILLAC

C
AT HOL I C  S C HO

O
L



Dear Friends of St. Louise: 

Thank you for your ongoing support of St. Louise de Marillac School. We are blessed to have supporters like 
you. Your participation makes it possible for us to provide an outstanding Catholic education to nearly 500 
students at St. Louise.

I hope you will consider partnering with us in education through a corporate or family sponsorship for the 
2018-19 school year. Being a Partner in Education will provide mutual benefits. Your sponsorship will help our 
school as well as provide your business exposure to over 3,000 parishioner and school families at St. Louise.

Please refer to the Sponsorship Levels & Benefits section on the next page for details about each sponsorship 
level. To sign on as a “Partner in Education” for the 2018-19 school year, please complete the form below.

Please contact Tracey Buckley at tbuckley@stlouisedemarillac.org or 412.833.1010 for further information.

Sincerely, 

Kenneth J. Klase 
Principal

Yes!  We would like to become a Partner in Education for St. Louise de Marillac School.

Please make checks payable to “St. Louise de Marillac School”, and indicate Partners in Education in the 
memo section of the check.

Mail this form along with your check to the attention of Tracey Buckley at St. Louise de Marillac School, 
310 McMurray Road, Upper St. Clair, PA 15241.

Company/Family Name: 

Phone: 

Contact Name: 

E-mail: 

Sponsorship Level: 

Mailing Address: 

Partners 

IN  EDUCATION

I n s p i r i n g  To m or row ’ s  L e a d e r s

201 8-2019 SCHOOL YEAR



I n s p i r i n g  To m or row ’ s  L e a d e r s

Partners 

in education
SPONSORSHIP LEVELS & BENEFITS

St. Louise Gold Sponsor: 
$2,500.00

 Company name attached to all aspects of ONE event 
(Amazing R4CE, Gala, Family Fish Fry)  

 Corporate name and logo on all printed materials 
for that event, including program, letters and poster 
at the event entrance

 2 tickets to the Gala and recognition on Partners In 
Education sign at the Gala

 Event signage and 2 complimentary tickets to the 
Men’s Fish Fry

 Listing of company as sponsor on the school website

 Listing as a sponsor on the TV screen in the school lobby

 Recognition as a Gold Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 
parish magazine

St. Louise Silver Sponsor:
$1,000.00

 Company name and logo on poster/banner at the Gala

 Recognition on Partners In Education sign at the Gala

 Listing of company as sponsor on the school website

 Listing as a sponsor on the TV screen in the school lobby

 Recognition as a Silver Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 
parish magazine

St. Louise Bronze Sponsor:
$500.00

 Company name and logo on poster at the Gala

 Listing as a sponsor on the school website

 Listing as a sponsor on the TV screen in the school lobby

 Recognition as a Bronze Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 
parish magazine

St. Louise 
Platinum Sponsor:
$5,000.00

 Title sponsorship at all school 
fundraising events, including 
The Amazing Race for Catholic 
Education (R4CE), Gala, and  
Family Fish Fry

 Recognition on the Amazing R4CE  
web page and communication piece 
(over 4,000 R4CE letters sent)

 Full-page ad on Gala screens

 Recognition on all tables at Family  
Fish Fry showing sponsorship and 
support of school

 Name and logo on school website,  
with a hyperlink to your company’s 
website

 Event signage and 5 complimentary 
tickets to the Men’s Fish Fry

 4 Tickets to the Gala

 Listing as a sponsor on the TV  
screen in the school lobby

 Recognition as a Platinum Sponsor 
in the St. Louise Herald parish 
magazine 

 Recognition as a Platinum Sponsor 
in an ad in the St. Louise weekly 
church bulletin for 12 months



ON SATURDAY, APRIL 14, ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC 
SCHOOL HOSTED “A TASTE OF TECHNOLOGY” 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT EVENT FOR EDUCATORS 
IN THE PITTSBURGH AREA.  TEACHERS AND 
ADMINISTRATORS FROM ACROSS THE SOUTH HILLS OF 
PITTSBURGH PARTICIPATED IN THIS COLLABORATIVE 
EVENT BETWEEN DIOCESAN, INDEPENDENT, 
AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS WITH THE SOUTHWEST 
PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY (PAECT).  
PAECT, ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC, AND THE WILSON 
GROUP SPONSORED THE BREAKFAST AND SNACKS FOR 
PARTICIPANTS. 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT EVENT 
BRINGS EDUCATORS 
TOGETHER FOR

A Taste of         
    Technology

BY ZEE ANN POERIO
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A
ttendees received welcome bags filled with 
resources from EdTech companies such as 
Common Sense Media, FlipGrid, Adobe 
Spark, and BirdbrainTechnologies. The day 

included a technology-themed breakfast encouraging 
attendees to enjoy “bytes” of breakfast sandwiches 
and “nybbles” of donut holes. Snacks of “chips” and 
“cookies” also continued the technology-related food 
theme.  There were briefings to encourage participants 
to use tech resources  provided by the National 
Catholic Education Association (NCEA) through their 
webinar series, as well as an invitation to follow @
NCEAtalk on Twitter to connect with Catholic educators 
across the country and at 9:00 AM Saturdays using 
#CatholicEdChat.

At the event, teachers and administrators chose areas 
of interest for their day and sessions were organized to 
meet the learning needs of the group.  In an EdCamp-
style format, attendees suggested themes and sessions 
and then met to discuss and share ideas. The event also 
had great support from Certified BrainPop Educators, as 
well as Pittsburgh-based technology companies, which 
included the developers of WickEditor, Scribble Up, 
Puzzlets, and Everfi.  Teachers designated as Keystone 
Technology Innovators helped lead conversations 
and activities on robotics, coding, favorite tech tools, 
educational apps, grant writing, and media production 
tools. The St. Louise de Marillac School STREAM Lab 
served as a model for flexible seating and a hands-on 
learning space.  St. Louise Tech Team students, Jack 
Sabo and Briella Lucadamo, volunteered to help at the 
event and demonstrated how we use the TouchCast 
app with the Padcaster equipiment for our morning 
announcements. 

Note: Mrs. Poerio is the K-8 computer teacher at St. 
Louise de Marillac.  She was selected as a Keystone 
Technology Innovator in 2014 and a Lead Learner for the 
KTI Summit in 2015. She serves as the Regional Programs 
Chair for the Southwest PAECT group and was happy to 
coordinate this event at St. Louise.

Door prizes included an Ipevo Document Camera, 
subscriptions to SimpleK12 PD webinars, a Padcaster 
Xpod with built-in USB charger, licenses for Reflector 
Teacher-- an app that allows teachers to mirror devices 
to their large classroom display screens, Merge VR 
cubes, a Finch Robot, licenses to various educational 
apps, and more. The NCEA also provided assorted 
SWAG from the NCEA conference held in Cincinnati this 
year. This was an outstanding professional development 
opportunity and learning experience for teachers and 
administrators from across the Diocese of Pittsburgh.  
This event was organized by PAECT members: (pictured 
left to right in photo above) Lisa Abel-Palmieri, PhD, 
Head of School, Nazareth College and Career Prep;  
Zee Ann Poerio, K-8 Computer Technology teacher, 
St. Louise de Marillac Catholic School; Dom Salvucci, 
PAECT SW Regional Director and Social Studies teacher, 
New Brighton Area High School; Rachelle Dene Poth, 
Spanish & STEAM teacher, Riverside Jr. Sr. High School, 
and Debbie Reynolds, STEM teacher, Harrison Middle 
School. Special thanks to Mr. Ken Klase and Mrs. Suzie 
Liebscher for also helping to make this event a success.

For more information about PAECT visit  
www.paect.org. Principals interested in  
nominating teachers to become Keystone  
Technology Innovators can visit:  
https://sites.google.com/paect.org/keystonespa/home.



•   3- and 4-year-old preschool

•   Full-day and half-day kindergarten

•   On-site child care before and after school

•   Curriculum Director, Resource Officer, and  
Learning Support Coordinator

•   Dedicated Priests, Faculty, and Administrators

•   State of the art technology including iPad cart,  
Kindles carts, AQUOS BOARDS®, 
Chromebook carts,  
1:1 Chromebooks for 6th,  
7th and 8th graders

•   STREAM Lab

•   18 sports and extracurricular 
activites

•   Weekly school Mass and 
Eucharistic Adoration

Schedule your tour today:  
412.835.0600

INSPIRING TOMORROW’S LEADERS

St. Louise de Marillac Catholic School

310 MCMURRAY ROAD  ·  UPPER ST. CLAIR, PA 15241  ·  STLOUISESCHOOLPA.ORG  ·         STLOUISECATHOLICSCHOOL
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TEST RESULTS 2017-2018

St. Louise de Marillac Catholic School

IOWA TEST RESULTS

Academic excellence is a priority at St. Louise de Marillac 
School.  Every year students in second through eighth 
grade take the Iowa Assessments in core academic 
subjects. Our students consistently score above the 
national norms on standardized tests. Our dedicated 
teachers work closely with students to challenge, 
support and reinforce learning. 

Iowa Assessments were administered the week of 
September 11, 2017. Specifically designed to address 
the multiple purposes of measuring growth, readiness 
and student achievement, the Iowa Assessments focus 
on the highest-priority skills and knowledge at each 
grade, addressing foundational as well as complex skills. 
This approach focuses the evaluation on the highest-
priority skills and knowledge at each grade. 

Listed to the right are Grade Equivalent scores. Grade 
Equivalent indicates the year and month of school 
for which a student’s level of performance is typical. 
Example, a Grade Equivalent of 6.3 is interpreted to 
mean that the student’s achievement is at a level that 
is typical of students who have completed the third 
month of Grade 6. 

ACRE RELIGION TEST RESULTS

The ACRE test is administered to students in 5th 
and 8th grade. The acronym stands for Assessment 
of Catechesis/Religious Education. The ACRE is an 
assessment based on the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church and the most recent catechetical documents.

The purpose of the NCEA ACRE is to evaluate the 
effectiveness of a religion program. ACRE reports equip 
school principals, religion teachers, and catechists to 
evaluate not only the local curriculum content, but also 
the teaching strategies used to deliver that curriculum.

St. Louise de Marillac Iowa Test Results 2017-2018

                                                                NORM                       Reading Lang Math Social 
Studies Science

2 2.0 2.4 2.3 2.3 N/A N/A

3 3.0 4.5 4.5 3.8 N/A N/A

4 4.0 6.0 6.0 4.5 N/A N/A

5 5.0 6.7 6.9 6.1 7.0 7.2

6 6.0 8.2 9.2 7.8 9.0 9.3

7 7.0 10.1 11.6 9.5 10.5 10.0

8 8.0 11.8 13.0 12.8 12.8 13

St. Louise de Marillac ACRE Test Results 2017-2018

Area of Faith 
Domain                                   

National 
School 

Average 
Grade 5

St. Louise 
School 

Average 
Grade 5

National 
School  

Average 
Grade 8

St. Louise 
School

Average 
Grade 8

Knowledge of 
the Faith

71% 85% 71% 90%

Liturgical Life 68% 89% 69% 88%

Moral  
Formation

78% 90% 81% 95%

Prayer 65% 81% 73% 89%

Communal Life 72% 89% 62% 84%

Missionary 
Spirit

54% 73% 76% 88%

Our class averages have exceeded their grade norms 
in all subject areas and in all grade levels for the 

academic year 2017-2018, as well as previous years.

StL_TestScores_TourNoRegistrn.indd   2 6/8/18   11:31 AM
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FOR
THE

THANK YOU!

$100,000

Thank you to our Platinum Sponsors in Education:

Thank you to our Gala Sponsors listed on the back.

We are proud to announce that the St. Louise de Marillac
Catholic School Run for the Roses Gala raised over

for the school and more money is still coming in!
Your kindness and generosity help to ensure the

continued success of our school.

VanHimbergen
Family Fund

Greater Milwaukee Foundation



FOR
THE

Patrick J. McMahon, MD
Shoulder, Elbow & Knee Specialist

VanHimbergen
Family

KENTUCKY DERBY PRESENTING SPONSOR GRAND RAFFLE SPONSORS

WINE PULL SPONSORS

MINT JULEP BAR SPONSOR JOCKEY CLUB SPONSORS

LOUISVILLE REGISTRATION SPONSORS

CHURCHILL DOWNS DESSERT SPONSORS

FRIENDS OF ST. LOUISE SPONSORS

DERBY FLOWERS SPONSOR

TRIPLE CROWN BAR SPONSOR

TUITION RAFFLE SPONSORS

MY OLD KENTUCKY HOME SPONSORS

WASHINGTONCHEVROLET
THE BIG ONE ON THE HILL.

Kaplan Family
Testa Family

Laurel Communities
James & Mary Ellen Will

T.A.R. DRIVEWAY SUPPLIES

Manion Plumbing

TRAVIS & NIKKI WILLIAMS FAMILY

Good Orthodontics  •  Washington Auto Mall  •  South Hills Toyota  •  Zacharia & Brown, P.C.  

Pulse Cycle / Bootcamp / Pilates  •  Harmony Salon  •  Holekamp Family

Rex Glass & Mirror Co., Inc  •  Kathy Kalcevich  •  Oravecz Family  •  Make Believe Vacations, LLC  

Saxe Family  •  West Family  •  Boehner Family  •  Kuntz Family  •  Schearer Family  •  Kollar Family  

Koerner Family  •  Nagy Family  •  Dreamers Do Travels



T his past January, you may have noticed 
the addition of a strip on the floor around 

each section of seating in the church. This 
strip is part of a hearing loop system that St. 
Louise de Marillac has installed to improve 
the experience hearing disabled persons 
have during services.

Parishioner Rob Beaver said it’s great listen-
ing to Mass when using the new loop system. 

“It’s totally clear,” he commented. “It’s like the 
mic is right inside your ear.”

In order to live the Word of God, we need to be able to hear it! 
While advances in technology have significantly improved the 
lives of those with hearing disabilities, even with some of the 
best hearing aids and cochlear implants, it can still be difficult to 
hear clearly, especially in places like churches and auditoriums.

A hearing loop is an assistive listening sys-
tem that take a sound source, such as a mi-
crophone, and transmits it directly to a user’s 
hearing aid or cochlear implant without am-
bient room noise or reverberation. 

With the loop system, sound is captured us-
ing a microphone or other audio device. The 
audio signal is connected to a hearing loop 
amplifier, which generates a current to an 
induction loop surrounding the area where 
the audience is located and produces a  

BY TERRY KISH

“For the first time in five years I was able to 
understand every word read or said.”

WORD
HEARING THE
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magnetic field. The magnetic field is picked 
up by a t-coil (or telecoil) inside the hearing 
aid. Sound is delivered directly into the ear 
canal with the full spectrum of sound fre-
quencies required for intelligibility.

Anyone within the ‘looped’ areas of the 
church can use the system without headsets 
or receivers, provided their t-coil has been 
activated. 

A t-coil is a small copper coil that is an option 
on most hearing aids and all cochlear im-
plants and can be activated by a t-switch on 
the device. While it is estimated that about 
80 percent of hearing aids in use have t-coils, 
device users need to contact their audiolo-
gist to make sure the t-coil is programmed 
correctly for the user’s individual needs.

For those without hearing aids, or for those 
who have hearing aids that do not have a 
t-coil, St. Louise also has four portable re-
ceivers that can be used with headsets to 
help people who are hearing impaired. 

Members of the parish have been educating pa-
rishioners about the new system since mid-Jan-
uary and the feedback has been very positive.

Long-time parishioner Sam Trentadue was 
skeptical when he first learned about the hear-
ing loop system but decided to give it a try. 

Mr. Trentadue said, "I have been using hearing 
aids for about five years and had a hard time 
understanding everything being said at Mass, 
so I decided to go to my audiologist to have 
the t-coil in my hearing aid programmed."

The next day at Mass, Mr. Trentadue could 
not believe the sound. “I could hear perfect-
ly,” he said. “It was fantastic!”

“For the first time in five years I was able to 
understand every word read or said.”

Warren Brown, owner of Brown Audio Ser-
vice, the company that installed the system at 
St. Louise, said that while hearing loops have 
been used for some time in Europe, they are 
just starting to gain popularity in the United 
States. To Mr. Brown’s knowledge, St. Louise is 
the first Catholic church in the Pittsburgh area 
to install one. 

The installation of St. Louise’s hearing loop sys-
tem was an initiative of the church’s Disabilities 
Awareness Committee. Committee member 
Pat Maxwell explained that they had been get-
ting feedback that people were having a hard 
time hearing during Mass and other services. 
Another committee member, Barb Breier, had 
some knowledge of hearing loop systems and 
thought it might work at St. Louise. 

Our pastor Father Joe Sioli said he was 
grateful to the parish Disabilities Awareness 
Committee for bringing attention to the 
technology and for being involved with 
educating parishioners about the hearing 
loop. 

“Our committee tries to address the needs 
of people with disabilities,” said Ms. Maxwell. 
“It’s rewarding when you hear from a pa-
rishioner that they can now fully participate 
in the Mass.” 
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Sponsored by St. Lucy’s Auxiliary to the Blind with the mission to 

inspire a lifetime commitment of volunteer service in young women, 

the Auxiliary honors qualified candidates with the Joan of Arc Medallion 

while raising funds for the visually impaired. 

BY TERRY KISH

BALL
MEDALLION

It’s a long journey before each candidate is presented to His Excellency, The Most 

Reverend David A. Zubik, Bishop of Pittsburgh, patron of the Medallion Ball.

FOR OVER HALF A CENTURY, IT’S BEEN A 
PITTSBURGH TRADITION – THE MEDALLION BALL.



Since the first Ball in 1964, 

over $4.3 million has been 

donated to Blind and Vision 

Rehabilitation Services. While 

the Medallion Ball is a childhood 

fairy tale come to life, with 

beautiful young women and 

their handsome escorts, behind 

the enchantment are hours and 

hours of volunteer service. In 

the last 55 years, over 900,000 

volunteer hours have been 

recorded.

“It’s a wonderful, one-of-a-kind 

event,” St. Louise parishioner 

Karen Boston said. Karen and 

her daughter, Maura, are co-

chairs of this year’s Medallion 

Ball, which will be held 

Friday, November 23, 2018 at 

Pittsburgh’s Wyndham Grand 

ballroom. Also chairing the 

Ball are St. Louise parishioners 

Elizabeth Hornak and her 

daughter, Rachel. All four 

women are past Medallion  

Ball candidates.

“To see the generations carry 

on the traditions of past 

Medallion Ball candidates is 

special,” Karen said. 
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It’s a long journey before each candidate 

is presented to His Excellency, The Most 

Reverend David A. Zubik, Bishop of 

Pittsburgh, patron of the Medallion Ball.

A Medallion candidate “must be of 

recognized spiritual and moral character, 

single, not more than nineteen years of 

age, and at least in her senior year of 

high school, at the time of presentation. 

Although the Ball is under the patronage 

of the Bishop of the Catholic Diocese 

of Pittsburgh, girls of all faiths are 

encouraged to participate.”

Each year on May 1, eighth grade girls 

may request an invitation for the Junior 

Medallion Program. Registration is online. 

Karen Boston said that the program 

typically fills up quickly, usually within a 

few days.

Junior Medallion candidates officially 

begin to accrue the 150 volunteer service 

hours required to earn the Joan of Arc 

Medallion on June 1 after completing 8th 

grade. Junior Medallion candidates have 

until May 1 of their junior year in high 

school to complete their volunteer service 

to be considered as a candidate for 

presentation at the Medallion Ball. 

Karen Boston, who is also part of the 

credentials committee, explained that 

all the Junior Medallion candidates 

must have credential letters from the 

organizations where they volunteer. “I 

love reading them,” Karen said. “There 

are so many wonderful ways to give back 

to the community, from coaching youth 

sports, to teaching CCD, cheer or dance 

camps, to mission trips.  We even had one 

young woman volunteer to learn how to 

reintroduce sea turtles into the ocean.”

“It’s that spirit of giving, the spirit of 

giving back to the community that is the 

biggest component,” Karen said. 

St. Louise parishioner and Oakland 

Catholic senior, Megan Nagy, was 

presented this past November. Megan 

accrued over 200 volunteer hours with 

several different charities. She spent time 

in West Virginia fixing houses during 
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mission trips to Appalachia, 

including one trip where 

they helped with disaster 

relief after floods. She also 

helped fix houses as part 

of a Pittsburgh mission 

trip. During a mission trip 

to Washington, DC, Megan 

tutored at a Catholic grade 

school and at a daycare for 

underprivileged children. 

While on a mission trip to 

Guatemala, she helped teach 

English to children.

In addition to her mission 

trips, Megan regularly tutors 

students in the Oakland area 

of Pittsburgh as part of a 

program at Oakland Catholic. 

She also volunteers at St. 

Louise at the Lenten fish fry, 

as a server at Mass, and at 

various other parish events.

While stating that the Medallion Ball 

was “wonderful,” Megan said that hard 

work and service is always rewarding, 

even if the only recognition you 

receive is the knowledge that you did 

something to help someone.

As she looks forward to attending 

the University of Pittsburgh after she 

graduates from high school, Megan 

thinks volunteer service will always be 

an important part of her life. 

“I want to continue serving others 

and making others happy,” she 

commented.

“THE MEANING  
OF LIFE IS TO 
FIND YOUR GIFT. 
THE PURPOSE  
OF LIFE IS TO 
GIVE IT AWAY.”  
William Shakespeare

F
R

O
M

 L
E

F
T

: 
A

ID
E

N
 K

E
IT

H
, 
B

R
IA

 S
M

IT
H

, 
M

E
G

A
N

 N
A

G
Y

, 
M

O
L

L
Y

 Q
U

IN
L

A
N





St. Louise de Marillac 

FAMILY FISH FRY

Friends of St. Louise Family Fish Fry Sponsors:

LeGras Circle:

STL Sweet Treats
Sponsors:

The Bargiband Family, The Byrne Family, MediConnect Insurance
The Guzowski Family
The DeAngelo Family The Bianco Family

O V E R
11,000
ITEMS
SERVED!

deMarillac Sponsors: Schonart Sponsor: Baldesberger Sponsor:

Platinum Partners in Education:

Reception Sponsors:

Thank you to all of the volunteers, sponsors, and patrons of the St. Louise Family Fish Fry.
We are grateful for a wonderful Fish Fry Season. See you next year!

Gold Partners
in Education:

Family Fish Fry Partners:

The
VanHimbergen

Family

THE 

FAMILY
WILDENHAIN
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TO

N LASALLE
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O
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The McNamara
Investment Group



EGGSTRAVAGANZA
STL PARISH AND SCHOOL HOSTED THE SECOND 

ANNUAL HOLY SATURDAY FAMILY EGGSTRAVAGANZA 

AND EASTER FOODS BLESSING AND MANY FAMILIES 

WITH YOUNG CHILDREN SHOWED UP TO  

PARTICIPATE IN THE TRADITION.  



O
n Holy Saturday, Catholics reflect on 
the experience of moving from the 
grief and sorrow of the Passion on 
Good Friday to the prayerful waiting 
in the hope of the Resurrection.  

Families came together to participate in several 
meaningful activities in preparation of the joy of 
the Resurrection to be celebrated at the Easter 
Vigil. Eggs were dyed to symbolize both the 
tomb of Christ and the new life about to break 
forth with His Resurrection.  Wheat shafts were 
colorfully decorated to symbolize the sacrifice of 
wheat, the bounty of the earth, and the fruit of 
human labors, transformed by Christ’s sacrifice 
into the Bread of Life.  Children also crafted 
lambs which served as a reminder that Christ is 
the Lamb of God who gave himself (for us) to 
be liberated from slavery due to sin and death 
and bring us to life as sons and daughters of the 
Father.  There were also Triduum Bingo games 
and time to visit with friends over doughnuts and 
coffee before families processed to the Church 
for the Blessing of the Easter Foods.  

In the Church, bedecked with gorgeous  
and fragrant flowers in anticipation of  
the Easter Vigil, Fr. Isaac Hayweiser gave a 
brief reading and then blessed the breads, 
meats, eggs, vegetation, dairy products, wine, 
chocolates and candles, as well as the families.  
They were then sent off to enter solemnly and 
joyfully into the Easter Feast.  It was lovely to see 
all the beautiful family baskets together, lit up 
with candles and placed around the sanctuary 
area for blessing! 

Many thanks to those families who took the time 
to observe Holy Saturday in this special way and  
to those families who made this event happen!  
We hope many more families will come next year!
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Want your Parish or School group to be featured in the next issue of The Herald? E-mail Tracey Buckley at tbuckley@stlouisedemarillac.org.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Baptisms from December 2017 - June 2018

Corinne May Ali 
March 18, 2018

Joshua Howard Baker 
March 15, 2018

Ava Grace Baldin 
April 15, 2018

Jack Michael 
Barringer 
February 25, 2018

Leo Allen Baum 
December 10, 2017

Robert Michael 
Butzler 
May 13, 2018

Alivia Paige Bechtold 
May 6, 2018

Brooke Louise 
Bellanca 
March 4, 2018

Olivia Elizabeth 
Bonaccorsi  
December 23, 2017

Joseph Hawk  
Bullister  
January 28, 2018

Eleanor Mary 
Cashman 
April 22, 2018

Dax Douglas Cortes 
February 11, 2018

Nicholas Henry 
Dzurko 
March 4, 2018

Ambrose Charles 
Evanish 
May 27, 2018

Cameron June Fritz 
April 22, 2018

Katherine Elizabeth 
Fuchs 
January 21, 2018

Maximus Andrew 
Jackson 
December 16, 2017

Matthew Warren 
Jones 
March 15, 2018

Ella Alexandra Joseph 
April 29, 2018

Luke Edward 
Kirschner 
December 10, 2017

Maximilian Matthias 
Kleinz 
May 27, 2018

Amelia Jean Klug 
January 21, 2018

Easton Douglas 
Komoroski 
December 30, 2017

Zoe Adalynn Lieb 
January 21, 2018

Jolie Michelle Locke  
April 15, 2018

Justin Andrew 
Loeffert 
December 10, 2017

Grace Elizabeth Madl 
December 10, 2017

Ella Harper Markwell 
February 25, 2018

Evelyn Leigh McLean 
December 10, 2017

Bennett Michael 
McConaha 
April 29, 2018

Valentino Robert 
Menardi 
December 10, 2017

Rosabel Grace  
Mizer  
December 23, 2017

Cameron James  
Olds  
February 11, 2018

Molly Elisa Poole 
December 3, 2017

Elle Parker  
Potochny  
May 27, 2018

Francis Mark Ravella  
January 21, 2018

Enzo Cortese Salsi 
December 17, 2017

Maggie Rose  
Sarneso  
December 3, 2017

Macklin Joseph 
Scalise 
March 4, 2018

Joseph William 
Schmidt 
January 7, 2018

Brynn Catherine 
Schmitt 
April 15, 2018

Madelyn Irene 
Schueller 
January 21, 2018

John Joseph  
Shedd  
March 18, 2018

Miles Cole 
Strathmann 
December 28, 2017

Chloe Elizabeth 
Throm 
April 8, 2018

Emilia Ann  
Trbovich  
March 18, 2018
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Weddings from December 2017 - June 2018
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Brian Warholak  
and Danielle Siepka  
April 7, 2018

Stephen Schwarz  
and Gina Iracki  
May 12, 2018



“I am the living bread that came down from heaven;  whoever eats this bread will live forever”

John 6:51

Alivia Laughner
2018 Communicant

VALERIE THOMAS
P HOTOG R A P H Y
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Michael Amorose
Bridget Anthony
Danika Baluh
Anna Barefoot
Caius Belldina
Claire Birmingham
Lucas Bombich
Josephine Boni
Noah Brown 
Chloe Byrne
Audrianna Campbell
Christian Carter
Connor Cheatwood
Joseph Cooper
Luca Coury
Sarah Dedes
Joshua DiGennaro
Sadie Dilmore
Brennan Douglas
Corinne Fayish
Savanna Fell
Gabriella Fox
Jake Gillespie
Colton Ginsburg

Sydney Glover
Elizabeth Glyptis
Edie Gombar
Samuel Gompers
Maxwell Haines
Landon Harris
Mina Hellmann
Nathan Henke
Bryan Henley, Jr.
Alexander Hess
Riley Hoffman
Perri Hoffrage
Wyatt Holekamp
Connor Holt
John Hyrb
Enzo Iafrate
Elijah Klipstine
Jonathan Knittel
McKenna Koch
Addison Kotyk
Ryan Krappweis
Rachel Kusic
Kaden Lantz
Alivia Laughner

Blake Lesonick
Adelynn Likens
Gerard Lucarelli
Christian Lupinacci
Emily Lusk
Kenna Lynch
Marcus Mammana
Brooke Marsh
Anthony Mastro
Chase McCulloch
Ewan McNally
Connor Meade
Lia Monzo
Camilia Mucci
Will Mustin
Sophia Oliverio
Lily O’Meara
John Oravecz
Leah Phillips
Jacob Pitoniak
Cameron Ponce
Elizabeth Porter
Sawyer Recker
Linus Rizer

Congratulations to the following parishioners and students of St. Louise de Marillac 

School who have received First Holy Eucharist during the 2018 Easter Season.

Communion
CLASS OF 2018

F I R S T  H O L Y

Isabella Robinson
Rocco Romano
Gianna Ruffolo
Lucas Saxe
Gavin Schmitz
Claire Schwarz
Ronan Sipe
Sarah Sites
Natalie Smith
Andrea Solorzano
Owen Stoecklein
Alexander Stone
Amrey Strutt
Ian Stubenrauch
Shannon Terrill
Greyson Theis
Charlotte Turka
Penelope Walker
Parker Webb
Karsyn Weiland
Cameron Williams
Aydin Winkleblech
Kayla Zimmerman
Mary Clare Zych
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If you haven’t checked out our Facebook page 
recently, we encourage you to do so. There are  
lots of great things going on at St. Louise School!
www.facebook.com/stlouisecatholicschool
Have good news to share on Facebook? 
Email tbuckley@stlouisedemarillac.org.

St. Louise de Marillac Parish
320 McMurray Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241

412-833-1010 
www.stlouisedemarillac.org


