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Message from the Pastor

WiNter 2015
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Dear Parishioners and friends of St. Louise,

In the midst of these Advent days filled with hope and expectant joy our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has chosen 
to open a Jubilee Year of Mercy (on December 8), which will continue all through 2016 until the Solemnity of 
Christ the King on November 20, 2016.  The Jubilee Year of Mercy is both an invitation for Christians to seek 
to reconcile with God, and a call to be sincere witnesses of God’s mercy in the midst of the world.  

Since the very beginning of his papacy, Pope Francis has made it clear that he intends to lead the whole Church 
toward an encounter with Jesus who reveals to us the heart of God our Father.  In one of his very first public 
addresses as Pope, the Holy Father preached: “Brothers and sisters, God’s face is the face of a merciful father 
who is always patient.  Have you thought about God’s patience, the patience He has with each of us?  That is 
His mercy.  He always has patience, patience with us.  He understands us, He waits for us.  He does not tire of 
forgiving us if we are able to return to Him with a contrite heart.”

Looking forward to our Christmas celebration of the Incarnation, God becoming man, we are reminded in a 
most powerful way that our humanity is created to know and experience Him.  We are made for God’s Love 
and Mercy.  At the heart of this issue of our St. Louise Herald is a collection of short articles which are meant 
to help us unpack the gift of God’s mercy.  Here you will have the opportunity to learn more about the Year 
of Mercy, be inspired by the life of Saint Faustina Kowalska, the 20th century Apostle Divine Mercy, and be 
introduced to Chaplet of Divine Mercy, the prayer entrusted to her by the Lord Jesus.

I hope and pray that this Christmas we can continue, in our families and as a parish family, to grow in our 
commitment to follow the Lord Jesus who teaches us to be merciful like our heavenly Father

With sincere wishes for a Joyous Christmas and many Blessings in the New Year, I am

Yours in Christ,

Father Joseph E. Sioli



Listen to Christmas 
music…in the car, at 
home, all the time!

Bake Christmas 
cookies or decorate 
gingerbread houses.

Entertain friends or 
family – make it easy 
on yourself by having 
everyone bring 
something. The point 
is to be together!

Amid the hustle and bustle of December, the true meaning of the 
Christmas season can sometimes get lost.  We’ve all been stressed out by 
holiday traffic jams, long lines, and even longer to-do lists. This year, 
consider shopping early, paring back your commitments, and taking time 
every day to properly celebrate the Advent and Christmas seasons as a 
family.  Doing things together will help your family focus on the true 
reason for the season, and it will be fun! (Regardless of how your 
teenagers may grumble, they will enjoy it!)  Here are a few suggestions:

Go for a drive 
to look at 
Christmas 
lights… and 
make the kids 
leave their 
cell phones 
at home.

        Decorate 
the Christmas 
tree together. 

Celebrate each week 
of Advent by lighting 
a candle on a family 
Advent wreath.

Go to Mass every 
Sunday…and make a 
New Year’s resolution to 
continue all year long!

Watch a Christmas 
special on TV. There 
are many fun shows 
to choose from.

Go to 
confession 
together.  
See the back 
cover or visit 
stlouisedemarillac.org 
for details. 

Play a board game 
(while listening to the 
Christmas music).

Do something 
for a family in 
need.

End each evening 
with a family prayer.

Create a family Advent 
calendar – have each family 
member write down their 
favorite Christmas memories on 
small pieces of paper, fold them 

up, and place them in a bowl. 
Each evening during Advent, open 

up a “memory” and read it aloud.



COME IN AND SEE WHERE YOU BELONG:

• Meet our dedicated faculty and staff
• Tour our 26 acre campus
• Learn about our varied activities
• Receive financial aid information
• See why we are one of the top 50 of
    the nation’s catholic high schools

Seton LaSalle Catholic High School | 412.561.3583 ext. 1127 | www.slshs.org

Seton LaSalle
THE SOUTH HILLS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

A special thank you to St. Louise parents and 
parishioners, the faculty,administration, and all 
those who helped to make the Amazing Race for 
Catholic Education a great event!

Through your generosity and hard work, we’ve 
raised over $79,000 for the school to date.



Since October 7, nearly 200 parishioners 
and friends have been gathering there on 
Wednesday evenings for the Discovering 
Christ adult faith formation program. The 
seven-week program is the first of a three-
part series known as ChristLife. Dave Nodar, 
founder and director of the Maryland-based 
ChristLife ministry, says that the program is 
designed to help participants enter into or 
renew a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ, experience the love of God the 
Father, and be empowered by the Holy Spirit 
to live as God’s children.

“This is our absolute favorite night of the 
week,” said one participant. “And we talk 
about it the rest of the week,” his wife shared. 

The program is led by parishioner Kathy 
Bonessi, and 30 volunteers have helped 
organize and facilitate the gatherings, which 
include dinner, prayer, songs of praise and 
worship, a video presentation, and small 
group discussion.

“It is awesome to stand in front of the room 
and see so many parishioners eating, 
singing, and talking together,” said Brad Tupi, 
who serves as master of ceremonies. “There’s 
an air of excitement in the room each week.”

Bob Colleran and Deacon Bill Strathman 
have been leading the group in song. Bob 
appreciates that several participants have 
described the music as “uplifting,” and adds, 
“Given the society in which we live, it is that 
uplifting element of praise and worship through 
music that is so vital to full participation.”

Discovering Christ Helps 
Parishioners Explore Their Faith 
and Forge New Friendships

By James K. Hanna

Among the participants are the current 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) candidates. “The candidates and 
catechumens come eagerly each week 
and their enthusiasm is contagious!” notes 
Rebecca Pettigrew, who heads the RCIA 
program.  “It is an absolute joy to see 
young couples so earnestly preparing 
themselves for life together in the faith.” 

Following dinner, participants watch a 
video that conveys core Gospel messages 
with beauty and simplicity, with each 
video’s message building on the one from 
the previous week. After the film, small 
group discussion animates each table as 
friends, new and old, engage in “table-
talk” about the video.  “I like having the 
chance to talk with other Catholics about 
our faith – how we learned it as children, 
how we apply it as adults, and so on,” Brad 
Tupi explains. “It is good for the soul to take 
stock of our spiritual status once in a while.”

“The table-talk is the dynamic center of 
the program,” echoes Kathy Bonessi. “It’s 
wonderful to see the movement of the Holy 
Spirit in the growth of all of us as individuals, 
and also as a group, through these 
discussions.”

Plans are underway to continue with the 
second and third segments of the series 
in 2016. Following Christ will explore and 
encourage Catholic discipleship, while 
Sharing Christ will provide participants with the 
training to share the Good News with others 
and invite them to be part of the Church.

What is the 
meaning 
of life?” 

“Why does Jesus 
matter?” Those are 
two of the many 
thought-provoking 
questions that 
people have been 
discussing in LeGras 
Hall over the last  
few weeks.

ask
   seek
      knock

discovering
CHRIST

“
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Jeannie Fogarty, Denise Edgar, Debbie Luckasevic, and Sheila Kearney

Deacon William Strathmann



In July 2015, St. Louise de Marillac Parish welcomed Fr. 
Daniele Vallecorsa as our new Parochial Vicar. Fr. Dan 
has jumped right into the heart of our bustling and 
vibrant parish, bringing his own distinctive energy, 
experience, and vision to complement Fr. Joe Sioli’s 
tireless shepherding of our large parish family. 

in a recent interview, Fr. Dan 
shed some light on the path that 
brought him here. 
Born and raised in Ambridge, PA, to italian-Americans, 
Fr. Dan was raised in a faithful family. He remembers his 
mother, who made the Miraculous Medal devotion every 
Monday, asking him, “Did you pray to the Blessed Mother?” 
She instilled in him a tremendous confidence in Mary and 
appreciation for Marian devotions. Fr. Dan also remembers 
his pastor, Fr. Edward Farina, as an influential figure in 
his early spiritual life.  However, a priestly calling was not 
apparent to him early on. 

B y  R e b e c c a  P e t t i g R e w

After graduating from Ambridge High, Fr. Dan moved on 
to Pitt, where he earned Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in 
Spanish and italian.  Though he attended Mass regularly on 
Sundays at the Cathedral, he admits that he wasn’t especially 
interested in religious life.  instead, he planned to pursue 
a career in international business. Eventually, though, Fr. 
Dan pursued certification in secondary education, and took 
a teaching position at immaculate Conception High School 
in washington, PA. it was then that he began to consider a 
change of direction for his life. 

After a good deal of prayerful soul-searching, Fr. Dan decided 
to pursue becoming a priest in the Diocese of Pittsburgh. He 
entered St. Paul Seminary at Duquesne University and, after 
completing a required year-long course in philosophy, was 
invited by Pittsburgh’s then Bishop, Most reverend Donald 
wuerl (now His Eminence), to finish his priestly formation 
at the Pontifical Gregorian University in rome, italy. There, 
over the course of five years of rigorous study and priestly 
formation, Fr. Dan completed his Baccalaureate in Sacred 

M e e t  o u r  N e W  P a r o C h i a l  V i C a r
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Theology (S.T.B.) and Licentiate 
of Sacred Theology (S.T.L.), with a 
specialized interest in sacraments. 
Since many of his relatives live in 
rome, Fr. Dan relished the opportunity 
to live there and was also deeply 
appreciative of the Jesuit formation he 
received. He points to Jesuit theology 
and spiritual tradition as informing his 
entire approach to the priesthood and 
spiritual life, and even to his homiletic 
style, which always starts with the 
personal, existential application of the 
Gospel proclaimed.

Over 22 years of priestly life, Fr. Dan 
has served at parishes in wexford, 
rome, New Castle, the South Hills 
(St. Thomas More), Morningside, 
and Pittsburgh (St. regis Parish). Just 
before joining St. Louise, he served at 
St. Benedict’s in Peter’s Township. The 
longest stretch of his priestly journey 
(2003-2014) was spent as Coordinator 
of Hispanic Ministries for the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh. with a degree in Spanish 
and a facility with the language, Fr. Dan 
was well suited for this role, in which 
he was instrumental in developing 
a comprehensive pastoral plan for 
serving Hispanics in the diocese. This 
involved ascertaining the distinctive 
social service and liturgical needs of 
Hispanic Catholics within the 7 counties 
of the diocese. Fr. Dan recounts that 
he greatly enjoyed the vibrant faith 
traditions and devotion of the people 
whom he served at that time. in 2007, 
while still serving in that position, he 
took on additional duties as the Pastor 
of St. regis Parish in Oakland, where 
he enjoyed doing outreach to the local 
community and developing new tactics 
for invigorating urban parish life.

when asked how he felt about life as 
a priest in the suburbs, Fr. Dan was 
quick to say that he is pleased to find 
himself in such an exciting pocket of 
Catholic parishes in the South Hills. He 
has found there to be a rich and vibrant 
devotional life here, and he very much 
enjoys being engaged with individuals 
and families who desire to know Jesus 
and want to live discipleship more 

deeply. He derives deep satisfaction 
in helping those who are looking for 
answers to the meaning of life by looking 
into the rich traditions of the Church. 

As anyone who has heard and seen him 
preach can guess, Fr. Dan also enjoys 
the challenge and process of writing 
and delivering homilies to help people 
discover the meaning of the word of 
God in a personal way. He also enjoys 
working with kids in preparation for 
the sacraments, with rCiA candidates 
and catechumens, and with young 
and older adults who are interested 
in deepening their encounters and 
experiences of Christ. Additionally, 
Fr. Dan shared that some of his 
most treasured moments as a priest 
have happened in the confessional, 
where encounters with the healing 
presence of Christ are experienced in 
a profoundly transformative way. 

when asked how he keeps up his high 
level of spiritual and physical energy, 
Fr. Dan, an avid cook, cited eating 
well, a commitment to brisk daily walks, 
making a holy hour every day, making 
time for Adoration, and undertaking 
periodic ignatian retreats.  (it’s also clear 
in Fr. Dan’s office, where italian radio is 
playing and espresso is brewing, that 
caffeine may play a role, as well!)

Fr. Dan also cites taking Pilgrimages 
whenever possible as a method of 
spiritual renewal. Several Medjugorie 
passes hang in his office, serving as 
souvenirs and tangible reminders of 
his experiences there.  Asked why he 
has visited the location of purported 
Marian apparitions so many times, he 
explained that it is a place where one 

experiences Jesus at the center of all 
things in a most startling and moving 
way. He, Fr. Joe, and a number of 
parishioners will have made one such

pilgrimage by the time this article is 
published. They plan to lead prayer, 
celebrate Mass, and hear confessions 
of the pilgrims who join them on their 
journey to Medjugorie and Lourdes, 
where he says one experiences an 
uncommon sense of peace. it makes 
sense that a man whose mother 
persisted in telling him to bring his 
questions, concerns, and struggles to 
the Blessed Mother would consider it an 
honor to visit the holy places where Our 
Lady’s presence is so powerfully felt. 

Since arriving at St. Louise, Fr. Dan 
has implemented some new practices 
based on his years of experience.  
Drawing on his time at St. regis and 
the Cathedral, Fr. has started the 
practice of adding special prayers 
for deliverance and healing to the 
Miraculous Medal devotions held 
after the rosary, on Tuesday evenings 
at 7:30. Those who have participated 
say they are deeply grateful for this 
wonderful development. He also 
hopes to offer a series of prayer 
workshops in the early spring, which 
will be designed to help parishioners 
explore and deepen their prayer life.

Looking back on Fr. Dan’s path in 
life, it’s easy to discern the hand of 
providence at work along the way. we 
are thankful it has guided him to St. 
Louise, where he has already enhanced 
parish life in such fruitful ways!  

Fr. Dan shared that some of his most treasured 
moments as a priest have happened in the 
confessional, where encounters with the healing 
presence of Christ are experienced in a profoundly 
transformative way. 
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Join us for Open House
Tuesday, February 2, 2016
6:30pm – 8:30pm
2016-17 New Student Registration

Saturday, February 6, 2016

9:00am-12:00pm

Full-day and half-day 

Kindergarten is available

On-site child care is offered 

before and after school

Full-time Resource Officer 

and Nurse on staff

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Art Club

Band

Chess Club

Choir

Drama

Forensics

Latin and Ancient Coins

Pennsylvania Junior Academy 

 of Science

Scouts

Student Council

ATHLETICS

Basketball

Cheerleading

Cross Country

Football

Track and Field

Volleyball

GRANTS AND AWARDS

PAECT Teacher of the Year

Keystone Technology

  Innovator 2014

Three teachers have been

  awarded the Golden Apple

  Award from the Diocese

  of Pittsburgh

Penguin Foundation Grant

  Winner-Classroom set of Kindles

Mac Grant Winner-GoPro Camera
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NOW ACCEPTING NEW STUDENTS!  TUITION ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE.
CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY: 412.835.0600

310 McMurray Road | Upper St. Clair, PA 15241 | stlouiseschoolpa.org | Middle States Accredited School

Inspiring Tomorrow’s Leaders
B Y  S U Z A N N E  L I E B S C H E R  A N D  Z E E A N N  P O E R I O

ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC CATHOLIC SCHOOL IS DEDICATED TO 

EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION THROUGH THE SPIRITUAL, 

INTELLECTUAL, PHYSICAL, EMOTIONAL, AND SOCIAL 

DEVELOPMENT OF EACH CHILD.  OUR TEACHERS SHARE A DEEP 

FAITH, A PASSION FOR TEACHING, AND AN UNWAVERING 

COMMITMENT TO OUR STUDENTS.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

A rigorous academic curriculum is provided to challenge St. Louise 

students. We are focused on meeting the diverse needs of all 

learners.  Our students consistently score above national and local 

averages on standardized tests.  St. Louise graduates are prepared 

to excel in high school and beyond. 

Dedicated Priests, Faculty, Curriculum Director, and Administrators

 Two certified teachers per classroom in grades K-2  

  (Teacher-to-Student ratio 1:12)

 Enrichment inside and outside of the classroom including

  STEM-based activities for students

 Differentiated instruction via excellent teaching practices,   

  small group instruction, and many online resources 

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY

Through the use of technology integrated across the curriculum,  

students develop skills needed to become 21st Century life-long 

learners. Activities and lessons focused on communication, 

collaboration, creativity, critical thinking, and problem solving prepare 

students to be future ready.

 iMac computer lab and mobile technology such as Chromebooks, 

  Kindles, SMARTtables, and iPads for cross-curricular and 

  multi-platform learning  

 State-of-the-art science lab for all students

 SMARTboard and PCs in every classroom

Students create projects using print and digital media including

  “The Ambassador,” a student newspaper, with an online   

  component as well as audio, video, and livestreamed morning 

  announcements

Computer programming and robotics are introduced at all levels 

  and students have access to HummingBird, Finch, and

  Sphero robots

 

STUDENT LIFE

Student life at St. Louise is fun, engaging, and rewarding. We are

proud to provide athletic programs and extracurricular activities that

help students develop their talents, explore creative activities, and

strengthen friendships that will last a lifetime.

SCHOOL NOTES
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COMPILED BY JASON ZYCH

Why do you 
attend Youth Group

at St. Louise?

Abby 
“I attend Youth Group at St. Louise 
because we have a lot of fun learning 
about our faith. We hold each other up 
in faith. The people I have met there 
are always there for me and I know I 

can always go to them.”

Christine 
“I attend Youth 
Group at Saint 
Louise because 
it’s great 
community! It’s an 
awesome place 
for teens to be 
together, and be 
open about their 
faith while having 
a lot of fun.”

Rachel 
“I attend youth group to be around faith 
centered people like myself. Faith based 
friendships are the ones I value most and 
are very hard to come by in public 
schools! I also go to get my daily dose of 
Jesus and eat fruit snacks”

What events during
the year are your
favorite and why?

Claire
“Mission trip- I love helping 
others and love the people I 
spend a week with. It is truly 
inspiring to see that many 
people inspired by faith.”

JP
“Retreats, retreats, 
retreats! They’re a great 
way to get away from the 
hustle of everyday life. 
They’re a great time for 
me to be myself and 
grow closer to God.”

Abby 
“My favorite Youth Group events are Fall Retreat and Sunday nights. I love Fall 
Retreat because it is a great time to just get away for a weekend and spend your 
time growing in the faith. It’s really powerful to spend a weekend with a group of 
people who are all there for the same reason and that is to become closer with Jesus. 
Adoration at Fall Retreat is one of the most powerful experiences I have had.”

Kelly 
“My favorite event through youth 
group is definitely Fall Retreat. 
On Fall Retreat, a couple hundred 
high school kids come out for a 
weekend and learn more about 
living out our faith as teenagers.”

Has Youth Group
impacted your life

in any way?
If so, how?

Claire
“It has! I went 
through a time 
where I had 
thought I failed 
God so much and 
because of that 
he abandoned 
me. Youth group 
changed my view 
on that and 
helped me realize 
God is always 
there for me no 
matter how many 
stupid mistakes 
I make.”

Olivia 
“Youth Group has 
definitely 
impacted my life 
in a big way. The 
people I have met 
are amazing and I 
see Christ in each 
one of them. They 
are the support 
system that I 
wish everyone 
could have.”

Megan 
“Yes, youth group 
has impacted me 
in such a strong 
way. If it weren’t 
for Jason, and all 
my friends there, 
I would not know 
Jesus and would 
not have the 
intimate 
relationship that 
I do.”

High School Youth
Group Dates

January to July 2016
Sunday evening gatherings until 
the end of May from 5:30pm to 
7:30pm in the Youth Room

March for Life
January 22
Washington D.C.

Night of Worship
February 26
St. Louise
Open to all ages, teens, kids, 
parents, senior citizens

Mission Week
June 19-24
Pittsburgh, PA
Open to teens in grades 9-12

Steubenville Youth 
Conference
July 15-17
Steubenville, OH
Open to teens in grades 8-12

Middle School Youth
Group Dates

January to July 2016
Biweekly Meeting 6:00pm to 
7:00pm in the Youth Room:
January 6, 20
February 3, 17
March 2, 16, 30
April 13, 27
May 11, 25

March for Life
January 22
Washington D.C.
open to teens in grades 8-12, 
younger teens can come 
accompanied by a parent.

Night of Worship
February 26
St. Louise
Open to all ages, teens, kids, 
parents, senior citizens

Steubenville Youth Conference 
July 15-17
Steubenville, OH
Open to teens in
grades 8-12

Clare
“Youth Group has 
made me a better 
Catholic and has 
caused me to 
become more faith 
oriented.”

Kenzie
“Absolutely. I have made so many amazing 
friends that are supportive of me and want 
to help me grow in the Lord. It has made my 
faith a very important part of my everyday 
life and I’m really grateful for that.”

What would you 
say to teens who may

consider attending
 but haven’t yet?

Maggie 
“Try to come! you don’t HAVE 
to pray every second of your 
life to come to youth group”

Danny 
“They should definitely give it a 
try. It’s a blast. We have fun while 
learning about our faith. You 
can’t get that in many places.”

JP 
“What are you waiting for? You 
need to get here ASAP. Everyone 
here is amazing. You’ll have a 
ton of fun, and you’ll grow close 
to God while having that fun. I 
can’t wait to meet you!”

Rachel
“The fruit snacks 
are extraordinary! 
It’s a great way to 
meet really 
good-hearted and 
wonderful people 
and you’ll create a 
relationship that 
will last your 
whole life! (That’s 
the one with Jesus)”

Maggie 
“To strengthen my faith, 
see friends and to grow 
closer to God”

 yOUTH GrOUP
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COMPILED BY JASON ZYCH

Why do you 
attend Youth Group

at St. Louise?

Abby 
“I attend Youth Group at St. Louise 
because we have a lot of fun learning 
about our faith. We hold each other up 
in faith. The people I have met there 
are always there for me and I know I 

can always go to them.”

Christine 
“I attend Youth 
Group at Saint 
Louise because 
it’s great 
community! It’s an 
awesome place 
for teens to be 
together, and be 
open about their 
faith while having 
a lot of fun.”

Rachel 
“I attend youth group to be around faith 
centered people like myself. Faith based 
friendships are the ones I value most and 
are very hard to come by in public 
schools! I also go to get my daily dose of 
Jesus and eat fruit snacks”

What events during
the year are your
favorite and why?

Claire
“Mission trip- I love helping 
others and love the people I 
spend a week with. It is truly 
inspiring to see that many 
people inspired by faith.”

JP
“Retreats, retreats, 
retreats! They’re a great 
way to get away from the 
hustle of everyday life. 
They’re a great time for 
me to be myself and 
grow closer to God.”

Abby 
“My favorite Youth Group events are Fall Retreat and Sunday nights. I love Fall 
Retreat because it is a great time to just get away for a weekend and spend your 
time growing in the faith. It’s really powerful to spend a weekend with a group of 
people who are all there for the same reason and that is to become closer with Jesus. 
Adoration at Fall Retreat is one of the most powerful experiences I have had.”

Kelly 
“My favorite event through youth 
group is definitely Fall Retreat. 
On Fall Retreat, a couple hundred 
high school kids come out for a 
weekend and learn more about 
living out our faith as teenagers.”

Has Youth Group
impacted your life

in any way?
If so, how?

Claire
“It has! I went 
through a time 
where I had 
thought I failed 
God so much and 
because of that 
he abandoned 
me. Youth group 
changed my view 
on that and 
helped me realize 
God is always 
there for me no 
matter how many 
stupid mistakes 
I make.”

Olivia 
“Youth Group has 
definitely 
impacted my life 
in a big way. The 
people I have met 
are amazing and I 
see Christ in each 
one of them. They 
are the support 
system that I 
wish everyone 
could have.”

Megan 
“Yes, youth group 
has impacted me 
in such a strong 
way. If it weren’t 
for Jason, and all 
my friends there, 
I would not know 
Jesus and would 
not have the 
intimate 
relationship that 
I do.”

High School Youth
Group Dates

January to July 2016
Sunday evening gatherings until 
the end of May from 5:30pm to 
7:30pm in the Youth Room

March for Life
January 22
Washington D.C.

Night of Worship
February 26
St. Louise
Open to all ages, teens, kids, 
parents, senior citizens

Mission Week
June 19-24
Pittsburgh, PA
Open to teens in grades 9-12

Steubenville Youth 
Conference
July 15-17
Steubenville, OH
Open to teens in grades 8-12

Middle School Youth
Group Dates

January to July 2016
Biweekly Meeting 6:00pm to 
7:00pm in the Youth Room:
January 6, 20
February 3, 17
March 2, 16, 30
April 13, 27
May 11, 25

March for Life
January 22
Washington D.C.
open to teens in grades 8-12, 
younger teens can come 
accompanied by a parent.

Night of Worship
February 26
St. Louise
Open to all ages, teens, kids, 
parents, senior citizens

Steubenville Youth Conference 
July 15-17
Steubenville, OH
Open to teens in
grades 8-12

Clare
“Youth Group has 
made me a better 
Catholic and has 
caused me to 
become more faith 
oriented.”

Kenzie
“Absolutely. I have made so many amazing 
friends that are supportive of me and want 
to help me grow in the Lord. It has made my 
faith a very important part of my everyday 
life and I’m really grateful for that.”

What would you 
say to teens who may

consider attending
 but haven’t yet?

Maggie 
“Try to come! you don’t HAVE 
to pray every second of your 
life to come to youth group”

Danny 
“They should definitely give it a 
try. It’s a blast. We have fun while 
learning about our faith. You 
can’t get that in many places.”

JP 
“What are you waiting for? You 
need to get here ASAP. Everyone 
here is amazing. You’ll have a 
ton of fun, and you’ll grow close 
to God while having that fun. I 
can’t wait to meet you!”

Rachel
“The fruit snacks 
are extraordinary! 
It’s a great way to 
meet really 
good-hearted and 
wonderful people 
and you’ll create a 
relationship that 
will last your 
whole life! (That’s 
the one with Jesus)”

Maggie 
“To strengthen my faith, 
see friends and to grow 
closer to God”
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a Night Full oF FuN, gReat Food, beveRages & sPiRits, live & sileNt 
auctioNs, class aRt PRojects, RaFFles, daNciNg, FRieNdshiP & 

FuNdRaisiNg to beNeFit st. louise de MaRillac catholic school!

legRas hall | 320 McMuRRay Road | uPPeR st. claiR, Pa



Gerre loriNCy’s ChiCkeN tetrazziNi

Gerre Lorincy has been a member of the 
St. Louise staff for 19 years.  She raised 
three children in the parish, following 
the example set by her parents, who 
were very actively involved at St. Louise.  
Her father was the first Athletic Director 
and a founder of the Good Ole Boys, 
Men’s Fish Fry, and the Golf League.  Her 
mother was involved in the Women’s 
Guild, Spirituality, and taught CCD for 
many years.

Gerre graciously agreed to share her 
recipe for Chicken Tetrazzini. “From 1999 
until 2013, in addition to working in the 
Parish Office, I was also the cook for the 
priests in the Rectory, which involved 
preparing their dinners and Sunday 
breakfasts, as well as food for special 
events,” she explains. “One year, when 
Bishop (now Cardinal) Wuerl was the 
celebrant for an evening Confirmation 
service, I decided on Chicken Tetrazzini 
as the main course. Bishop Wuerl was 
so pleased with the dish that he insisted 
I put the instructions in writing for him 
before he left that evening. I hope you 
enjoy it as much as he did!”

NOTE:  This recipe MUST be made a day ahead.

steP 1

3 ½ pounds boneless chicken breasts 
6 cups water 
2 teaspoons salt 
2 teaspoons onion powder 
1 teaspoons celery salt

Place water, chicken, and spices in a deep pot.  Simmer chicken, 
covered, for 1 to 1 ½ hours, until fork tender.  Add water if 
needed.  remove chicken to bowl. reserve broth.  Cut or break 
the cooked chicken into large pieces and refrigerate.

steP 2

Chicken broth from Step 1 
1 pound vermicelli 
6 quarts water 
1 Tablespoon salt

remove 4 cups of chicken broth from the pot – it will be used to 
make sauce (Step 4).  To remaining broth, add 6 quarts of water 
and 1 Tbsp. salt.  when the liquid boils, slowly add the vermicelli.  
Cook 6 minutes, stirring occasionally.  Do not overcook.  Drain 
and place the vermicelli in TwO 13” x 9” glass casserole dishes.

steP 3

6 Tablespoons butter 
1 pound fresh mushrooms – whole or cut in half if large 
2 Tablespoons lemon juice 
1 teaspoon salt

Heat butter in skillet.  Add mushrooms and sprinkle with lemon 
juice and salt.  Saute mushrooms until somewhat soft, but not 
brown.  Stir occasionally.  Toss the mushrooms and butter/lemon 
mixture with vermicelli.  Cover and refrigerate overnight.

steP 4

6 Tablespoons butter 
½ teaspoon pepper 
2 cups whipping cream 
4 Tablespoons flour 
¼ teaspoon nutmeg

in a large pan, melt butter.  remove pan from heat and stir in 
flour, paprika, salt, pepper, and nutmeg.

Slowly stir in the broth and sherry.  Cook sauce, stirring until 
thickened.  Add whipping cream.  Pour over chicken breasts.  
Cover and refrigerate overnight.

steP 5

1 1/3 cups freshly grated parmesan cheese 
Paprika (to taste)

One hour before serving, remove vermicelli and chicken from 
refrigerator.  with fork, toss vermicelli.  Stir chicken and sauce, 
and pour over pasta mixture while tossing.  Spoon the remaining 
chicken mixture over the vermicelli.  Sprinkle with parmesan 
cheese and paprika.

Bake uncovered for 10 minutes at 400°F, then reduce heat to 325-
350°F, cover with aluminum foil, and continue baking for 20 to 25 
minutes.

remove from oven and enjoy!

1 ½ teaspoons paprika 
4 cups chicken broth from Step 1 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 cup sherry

Chicken 
Tetrazzini
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By loRie uhlMaNN, diRectoR oF Religious educatioN

n November 9, the St. Louise de Marillac 
Religious Education Program held an 
information session for all parishioners on 
The Catholic Vision of Love (CVOL), which 
was promulgated and offered by the 

Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh in 1994 under Bishop Donald 
Wuerl. The CVOL received official recognition and approval 
from the Vatican under the leadership of Pope John Paul II 
in January 1995. Since that time, it has 
been an integral part of the curriculum 
for the Catholic schools and religious 
education programs of our diocese. 

The CVOL’s basic premise is the 
understanding that every human 
person is made in the image of God, 
who has given us ways to imitate His 
goodness. By our very nature, we seek 
to escape the loneliness of the human 
condition and find “enduring love,” 
love that gives all of itself to another. 
Thus, it is God whom we must first 
learn to love with all heart, soul, and 
being. The CVOL’s foundational 
principles are clear:

“The Catholic Church recognizes parents as the primary 
educators of their children. While others in the Church may 
assist them in providing a suitable sexual education for their 
children, the rights and duties of parents remain primary… 
The instructions offered in the Catholic Vision of Love by our 
school and parish catechetical programs are by no means 
intended to replace the work of parents. They are intended 
to assist the efforts of parents, and to support them, 
providing a certain social support to the words of parents.”

As Catholic Christians, we all know that Christ is the teacher 
of life. He came that we might “have life and have it 

 rELiGiOUS EDUCATiON

abundantly.”  (John 10:10)  The CVOL presents Christ’s 
vision of love and sexuality, and encourages all to live 
according to the Good News of His teaching on love, 
marriage, the family, and the freedom of self-possession. 
The program offers opportunities to understand more 
deeply the true meaning of friendship, reverence for 
every person, and healthy self-esteem, making clear 
how precious every person is to God.  It teaches how, 

through God’s grace, every person is 
capable of living a life in excellence. 
It is meant as a support to all persons 
in their efforts to acquire the skills, 
insights, and virtues they need to 
have confidence and peace in leading 
lives of chastity. It encourages all to 
guard the good things God intended, 
heeding the commandments and 
beatitudes, and doing works of 
mercy. CVOL is based on information 
from Holy Scripture, the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, documents 
from the Second Vatican Council, 
Humanae Vitae (Pope Paul VI), 
Veritatis Splendor (Pope John Paul 

II), Catholic Sexual Ethics, Theology of the Body, and the 
United States Catholic Conference of Bishops.

If you missed the information session and would like to 
explore the program further, the actual curriculum and 
lessons can be found on the St. Louise de Marillac website:  
www.stlouisedemarillac.org   Click on the “Education” tab 
at the top of the homepage, select “Religious Education 
Program” from the drop down menu, and you will see a tab 
for Catholic Vision of Love.  If you have further questions 
about this material, or would like A Parent’s Guide book, 
do not hesitate to contact Lorie Uhlmann at the Religious 
Education Center at 412-835-1155, ext #227.    
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The St. Louise de Marillac School Angel Fund is a 
tuition assistance fund that provides financial assistance 
to families who would be unable to send their children 
to St. Louise otherwise. Our goal is to be able to provide 
some assistance to every family in need so that no child 
is denied a Catholic education.  

In recent years, we have seen an increasing number 
of requests for Angel Fund assistance. We hope that 
you will consider making a difference in the life of a 
child today by donating to the St. Louise Angel Fund. 
No donation is too small. Thank you for your support!

 yes!  I would like to donate a year of tuition for one child. ($3,675.00)

 yes!  I would like to donate a month of tuition for one child. ($310.00)

 yes!  I would like to donate another amount to provide tuition assistance to a family in need:

The ST. LouiSe

a special tHanK 
you to tHe ladies 

of cHarity and tHe 
de marillac Guild, 
wHo eacH made a 

$5,000 donation to 
tHe anGel fund in 

november!

Angel Fund



The Gospels are replete with the accounts of Jesus healing 

the sick and restoring peace and tranquility to those who 

carried heavy burdens. Our lives today, in spite of so many 

conveniences and technological advances, are often hectic 

and stressful. We, too, seek peace and tranquility, yet they 

seem to be unattainable.  But we must remember that Jesus 

is still present among us in the Sacrament of the Eucharist 

and that He remains night and day in the tabernacles of our 

Catholic churches ready to gift us with peace, tranquility, 

and healing.

Each Tuesday at Saint Louise offers an opportunity to spend 

quiet time in His presence. Simply come into the church and 

kneel at the foot of the Altar and speak to Jesus – tell Him 

your sorrows and troubles, as well as your joys.  Confide in 

Him and listen in the silence of your heart to His voice. A 

visit of 15 or 30 minutes can become a peaceful getaway 

and an oasis of tranquility in the midst of our busy lives.

Need a Break from the Stress of Daily Life?
Joi n Us on TUesdays!

B y  FatheR daNiele  vallecoRsa

When we bring our prayers and 

petitions to the foot of the Altar, 

our Blessed Mother lovingly takes 

them to her Son and presents them 

for us. She then stands by us as the 

eucharistic Presence of our Lord 

passes in our midst. We go forth 

having experienced the Real Presence 

of Jesus in the eucharist and the care 

and aid of our Blessed Mother.
We all experience stress and anxiety in daily life. Come 

and join us on a Tuesday and experience the peace and 

tranquility that can be found in the Presence of Jesus.
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Novena to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal  
with Prayers for Healing 

Are you in need of  
PHYSICAL OR SPIRITUAL HEALING? 

Do you need some  
PEACE IN YOUR BUSY LIFE? 

          ome to the foot of the altar. Graces will be shed on all,  
          great and little, especially upon those who seek them…. 

The rays (from my hands) symbolize the graces I shed upon those  
who ask for them. The jewels which give no rays symbolize the  

graces that are not given because they are not asked for. 

                                                                                         ~ Our Lady to Saint Catherine Laboure 

Please join us…  
Every Tuesday  
9:00 am: Holy Mass 

9:30 am: Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament  
continues throughout the day 
6:30 pm: Recitation of the Holy Rosary 
6:30 pm-7:30 pm: Confessions 
7:30 pm: Novena Devotions followed by Prayers for Healing 
and Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament 

S T .  L O U I S E  d e  M A R I L L A C  C H U R C H    

http://stlouisedemarillac.org/tuesday-marian-devotions  



36.54%
No recorded
contributions

12.25%
$1-$10018.76%

$101-$500

12.55%
$501-$1000

14.51%
$1001-$2500

0.23%
$10,001+

 1.24%
$5,001-
$10,000

 3.92%
 $2,501-
$5,000

Give and gifts will be given to you; a good 
measure, packed together, shaken down, and 
overflowing, will be poured into your lap. For 
the measure with which you measure will in 
return be measured out to you.”
- Luke 6:38

Gifts
TreasureOF

during the christmas season, we would like 
to thank all those who contributed to the 
Parish and school in 2015. through your 
kindness and generosity may we continue 
with god’s work and provide for the future 
needs of our community.  if you have not 
contributed in the past, we ask that you 
prayerfully consider making a year-end 
donation and adding st. louise to your list of 
donations for 2016. 

If you are already giving to St. Louise, we ask that 
you consider increasing your contributions by 2% for 
2016.  We work very hard to be good stewards of the 
money you give.  However, the cost to operate the 
parish and school continues to increase every year, 
just as your living expenses do.  It is through your 
generosity that we are able to provide programs, 
services, and ministries to the 9,000 St. Louise 
parishioners and outreach to the local community.
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FoR the PeRiod 
07.01.2014 - 
06.30.2015 

This chart represents 
the total annual parish 
gifts of treasure, 
contributed by St. Louise 
parishioners, including 
Offertory, Parish Share, 
School Collection and 
Diocesan Collections. 



parish share 

st. louise de marillac parish’s 
assessment for this year is 
$284,000.00.  Any donations to PSP 

received in excess of our goal return 

directly to our parish – with the added 

benefit of remaining free from any 

future assessment.  

If you haven’t done so 

already, please consider 

making a contribution today 

to help us reach this year’s 

goal.  Kindly fill out the pledge 

card below and return both 

the “Parish” and “Diocese” 

copies to the Parish Office. 

you can include a check 

payable to “St. Louise de 

Marillac Parish.”

If you use Faith Direct, you may call 

them at 1-866-507-8757 to arrange 

your contribution or do so through their 

website at www.faithdirect.net. Our 

parish code is PA27.

We appreciate the generosity of our 

parishioners, in supporting both our own 

parish and so many other good and 

important works.  

Parish Share 
Program

REPORT COPY

PARISH SHARE 2015 | DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH

MY GIFT TO MY PARISH TO HELP MEET ITS SHARE IS

AMOUNT OF GIFT/PLEDGE $

AMOUNT GIVEN NOW $

REMAINING $

Also please send information about:

 Remembering the church in my/our will.

 Establishing an individual/family endowment of life-income plan.

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC PARISH

SIGNATURE:

PARISH COPY
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Each year all of the parishes of our Diocese 

of Pittsburgh participate in the Parish 

Share Program (PSP).  PSP supports the 

work of the Church throughout the diocese, 

making it possible for our bishop and those who 

work with him to minister to Catholics and our 

neighbors, to educate seminarians and to further 

the work of the Church in many more ways.  





Jubilee Year of 
Divine MercY

Special Sections:

By Rebecca PettigRew

The new 
evangelizaTion
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whaT is The 
exTraorDinarY 
Jubilee Year of 
Divine MercY?

   irstly, jubilee years are called periodically by 
the Church to summon the world to seek and 
receive the remission of sins, and a deeper, 
transforming encounter with God. They have 
traditionally been called every 25 or 50 years 
since the first one in 1300. The last jubilee year, 
the “Great Jubilee”, was celebrated at the turn 
of the new Millennium, under the papacy of 
Pope Saint John Paul II. It was called “the Great 
Jubilee Year 2000”. It was on April 30th, the 
Second Sunday of Easter, that the Holy Father 
canonized Blessed Maria Faustina Kowalska, 
known as Christ’s Secretary of Divine Mercy, and 
proclaimed during his homily that from thence 
forward, as Christ requested of St. Faustina, the 
Church throughout the world would celebrate 
Divine Mercy Sunday, a Feast of Mercy, on the 

Second Sunday of Easter.

 “No one can be 
excluded from the 
mercy of God!”

–Pope Francis
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Continuing the theme of Mercy stressed by his two 
predecessors, Pope Francis determined that beginning 
December 8th, 2015 on the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, the Church will celebrate an Extraordinary 
Jubilee Year of Divine Mercy, extending to the Feast of 
Christ the King on November 20, 2016.  

The intention of this Jubilee is to announce freshly, 
clearly, and joyfully to the world that, as Pope Francis 
puts it:  “No one can be excluded from the mercy 
of God!... The Church is the house that welcomes all 
and refuses no one. . . Its doors remain wide open, 
so that those touched by 
grace can find the certainty of 
forgiveness”.  In fact, the Holy 
Father asked that every diocese 
in the world designate a “door 
of Mercy” at their Cathedral or 
a special church or Shrine and 
implement the “24 Hours of the 
Lord” initiative on the Friday 
and Saturday before the Fourth 
Week of Lent. “Missionaries of 
Mercy” will preach throughout 
the world about the Mercy of 
the Lord with renewed vigor 
and focus. 

In another address, Pope Francis stressed: “The 
forgiveness of God cannot be denied to one who has 
repented, especially when that person approaches the 
Sacrament of Confession with a sincere heart in order 
to obtain reconciliation with the Father.”   In a letter 
announcing the Jubilee Year, the Pope wrote that he 
wishes this holy year to be “for all believers a true 
moment of encounter with the mercy of God.”  In fact, 
the Pope announced that indulgences (the remission 
of punishment commensurate with one’s sins) would 
be granted to those who are able to make a pilgrimage 
to a Papal Basilica in Rome (as is normal for Jubilee 
years) and even, extraordinarily, to those who make 
pilgrimages to their local cathedral in combination 
with the sacrament of confession/reconciliation, 
celebration of the Mass, and praying for the Intentions 
of the Holy Father.

The Holy Father also implored the faithful who seek 
mercy from God to perform the traditional Spiritual 
and Corporal works of Mercy.  He writes, “I have 
asked the Church in this Jubilee year to rediscover the 
richness encompassed by the spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy... Each time that one of the faithful 
personally performs one or more of these actions, he 
or she shall surely obtain the Jubilee Indulgence”.  The 
corporal works are:  Feeding the Hungry, clothing the 

naked, visiting the sick, visiting the imprisoned, 
giving drink to the thirsty, and burying the dead.  
Spiritual works are:  converting sinners, instructing 
the ignorant, advising the doubtful, comforting 
the sorrowful, bearing wrongs patiently, forgiving 
injuries, and praying for the living and the dead.

Mercy is “the beating heart of the Gospel”, according 
to Francis, and in his Papal “bull of indiction” 
entitled “The Face of Mercy” (Misericordiae Vultus) 
he explains that through Jesus Christ, God reveals 
the face of his mercy.   Pope Francis prays that 

Catholics will deeply and 
gratefully contemplate 
just how merciful God has 
been to them and so be 
motivated to bring that 
merciful love into the world, 
touching others with its 
healing action and bringing 
them to reconciliation with 
the Father’s love...To those 
who ask, “Why Mercy and 
Why Now?   Pope Francis 
responded in his address 
at last year’s Divine Mercy 
Sunday: “...because the 
church, in this time of great 

historical change, is called to offer more evident 
signs of God’s presence and closeness.  This is not 
the time to be distracted; on the contrary, we 
need to be vigilant and to reawaken in ourselves 
the capacity to see what is essential.  This is a 
time for the church to rediscover the meaning 
of the mission entrusted to her by the Lord on 
the day of Easter: to be a sign and an instrument 
of the Father’s mercy (cf. Jn. 20:21-13)... this is the 
time for mercy.  It is the favorable time to heal 
wounds, a time not to be weary of meeting all 
those who are waiting to see and to touch with 
their hands the signs of the closeness of God, a 
time to offer everyone the way of forgiveness and 
reconciliation”.

The Diocese of Pittsburgh, in concert with the 
universal Church, will be reaching out in Mercy 
in many ways during this Extraordinary Jubilee 
Year of Mercy and calls her people to take 
up their calling to seek out God’s Mercy with 
faithful confidence and love in the sacraments of 
Confession and Eucharist, in the practice of special 
devotions to the Divine Mercy, and in becoming 
people of mercy who joyfully announce the Gospel 
of Mercy to the world.  

 Mercy is “the beating heart of the Gospel” –Pope Francis
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sainT fausTina KowalsKa anD 
The Message of Divine MercY

  n 1965, Archbishop Karol Wojtyla of Krakow opened a 
formal investigation into the life and virtues of Sister 
Faustina Kowalska, a humble nun buried in a common 
grave in the garden of the Congregation of 
the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy, beginning 
the process of her Beatification and possibly 
Canonization.  Sister Faustina had died 27 
years earlier, at the age of 33, of tuberculosis. 

On the surface, the investigation might have 
seemed absurd.  During her brief life, Sister 
Faustina had served as housekeeper, gardener, 
cook, and doorkeeper for her community.  
She was quite ill during the last years of her 
life and did not seem particularly special in 
comparison to any of her fellow sisters.

It was Sisters Faustina’s interior life, detailed 
in notebooks at the behest of her superiors and confessor 
that proved to be extraordinary. “The interior of my soul 
is like a large and magnificent world in which God and I 

live,” she wrote. “Except for God, no one is allowed there.”  
The notebooks, now published as ”The Diary of Saint Maria 
Faustina Kowalska,” threw open the door to a magnificent 

world of mystical union with God and revealed 
a flood of insights into God’s mysterious ways 
of dealing with the problems of human sin, 
guilt, and punishment.

Sister Faustina had been given what the 
Church believes to be a singularly intimate 
union with Jesus Christ in her soul, offering a 
kind of tabernacle of refreshment and repose 
for Him.  And to this childlike, uneducated, 
isolated soul, Christ revealed a great mystery 
and mission.  “You are the secretary of My 
mercy,” her diary reads.  “I have chosen you 
for that office in this and the next life . . . 
to make known to souls the great mercy 

that I have for them, and to exhort them to trust in the 
bottomless depth of My mercy.”

I

25  WiNter 2015 |  the st. louise herald



Ju
B

IL
E

E
 Y

E
A

R
 O

F 
D

Iv
In

E
 M

E
R

C
Y

In 1968, as the investigation continued, Sister Faustina 
was declared Venerable and the process of Beatification 
was undertaken.  Venerable Faustina became an 
especially beloved soul to the people of Poland, who 
took solace in her message during a time of deadly 
persecution.  Her message of Divine Mercy spread 
throughout the world when her diary was published, 
first in Polish in 1981, and in English in 1987.  Devotion 
to St. Faustina and the Divine Mercy have steadily 
increased ever since.

In 1993, Karol Wojtyla had become Pope John Paul II.  
He happily beatified Venerable Servant of God Maria 
Faustina Kowalska on the Second Sunday of Easter, 
April 18th.  Seven years later, in the context of the Great 
Jubilee Year 2000, Pope John Paul II joyfully canonized 
her and declared that, in keeping with the request Our 
Lord had made clear to Saint Faustina, “the Second 
Sunday of Easter, from now on throughout the Church, 
will be called ‘Divine Mercy Sunday.’”  

After her Canonization and the pope’s endorsement of 
her mission of Divine Mercy, her diary soon became 
a source of spiritual renewal and a devotional guide 
throughout the world.  It offers insight into the 
thoughts of Christ Himself. “Mankind will not have 
peace until it turns to trust to my Mercy,” he reveals.  
“My daughter, I have inclined My heart to your requests.  
Your assignment and duty here on earth is to beg for 
mercy for the whole world.  No soul will be justified 
until it turns with confidence to My mercy, and this is 
why the First Sunday after Easter is to be the Feast of 
Mercy.  On that day, priests are to tell everyone about 
My great and unfathomable mercy. I am making you 
the administrator of My mercy.  “

Christ further instructed Saint Faustina that the Image of 
Divine Mercy, which he requested that she have painted 
and reproduced, should be displayed so that “every soul 
should have access to it” and be granted many graces. 
Revealed in a vision to Faustina in 1931, it depicts the 
risen Christ with two rays coming forth from his pierced 
heart.  The pale ray, as Christ told Faustina, symbolizes 
the water of baptism, which makes souls righteous.  
The red ray “stands for the Blood, which is the life of 
souls.” The blood refers to the life given to us through 
the passion and death of the Lord.  Christ remarks that 
these rays of blood and water provide shelter for souls, 
and that all should be sheltered from the just penalties 
of their sins by the gift of Divine Mercy.  They need only 
come to him to ask for it.

Here are three devotional practices 
revealed in Sister Faustina’s diary:

The Feast of Divine Mercy Sunday:
“... whomever approaches the Fount of Life on this 
day will be granted complete remission of sins and 
punishment,“ and, “On this day, the very depths of My 
tender mercy are open.  I pour out a whole ocean of 
graces upon those souls who approach the Fount of 
My Mercy. . . Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even 
though its sins be as scarlet.”   To receive the promised 
remission of sins, one needs to go to the Sacrament of 
Confession, then to Mass to receive Holy Communion, 
on Divine Mercy Sunday. This enables the soul to enter 
into deeper communion with God and to become an 

agent of His mercy in the world. 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet:
Jesus also dictated the words of a chaplet to Saint 
Faustina, saying, “The souls that say this chaplet will 
be embraced by My mercy during their lifetime and 
especially at the hour of their death.” In praying 
the Chaplet, we offer to the Father the Body and 
Blood, Soul and Divinity of His Son in atonement 
for our sins. The chaplet enables us to unite our 
own sufferings to those of Jesus and offer them 
for our own salvation and that of the whole world, 
particularly for those who cannot or will not seek it 
for themselves.  It is an especially powerful chaplet 
to be said at the bedside of the dying. [See diagram 

for instructions for praying the chaplet.]

The Three O’Clock Hour:
Jesus also promised that if we offer our devotions, 
particularly the Stations of the Cross, at 3 o’clock in the 
afternoon, the hour of Christ’s death on the cross, we 
“can obtain everything for [ourselves] and for others for 
the asking,” provided it is compatible with God’s will.

These practices, which can be put into action by 
anyone, form the basis for a new kind of Apostolic 
Movement that is renewing the Church from within.   
Through fidelity to them, we can more deeply reflect 
the merciful heart of the Father so that His Kingdom 

on earth might reflect the Kingdom of Heaven.

to this childlike, uneducated, 
isolated soul, christ revealed a 

great mystery and mission.

.  
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DarKness, nighT 

of MercY

    n an evening which seemed as ordinary as any other, 
a man went to ride a stationary bike at Bridgeville’s LA 
Fitness as he had customarily done for many months before.  
But this time, he decided that instead of listening to the 
throbbing, energy-driving music the club played, he’d plug 
into his iPod and listen to a podcast of the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet.  He vowed to use the little time he had to exercise 
to also pray this quiet, beautiful chaplet which trustingly 
implores God to pour out his mercy upon our broken world. 

The Chaplet, the man had learned, was a gift given directly 
to Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska directly from Jesus Christ 
himself who united himself so closely to this obscure, 
frail, Polish nun  so that, through her, the promise and the 
reality of His Divine Mercy would be spread throughout the 
world. To her, Christ said “I desire trust from My creatures.  
Encourage souls to place great trust in My fathomless mercy.  
Let the weak, the sinful soul, have no fear to approach Me, 
for even if it had more sins than there are grains of sand 
in the world, all would be drowned in the unmeasurable 
depths of My mercy.”(Diary, 1059) 

And so, the man, weary from the day’s work he’d just 
finished, placed himself before the Lord, in whose presence 
he found his greatest peace and relief from worry, mounted 
the stationary bike and began pedaling to the cadence of the 
prayer, which he prayed interiorly:  

“I desire trust from My creatures.  
Encourage souls to place great trust in My 
fathomless mercy.  Let the weak, the sinful 

soul, have no fear to approach Me, for even 
if it had more sins than there are grains of 

sand in the world, all would be drowned in 
the unmeasurable depths of My mercy.”

– Saint Faustina’s Diary, 1059
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Later, at home, numb and stunned, as he stood before 
the kitchen sink, rinsing the blood from his shirt, he 
pondered the night’s horror as though it were a dream.  
The words of the Chaplet still resounded in his brain 
and throbbed in his heart... “For the sake of His sorrowful 

Passion, have mercy on us, 
and on the whole world.” 

He considered, wordlessly: 
Had it been the Spirit who 
prompted him to pray there 
that evening?  Had he been 
placed there to intercede 
for God’s mercy on the 
souls who perished there? 
Have mercy on us, Oh Lord!  
Have mercy on the broken 
souls who cannot pray for 
themselves or don’t know 
that they ought to.  Have 
mercy on us who might have 
been the friend who could 
have changed everything.  
Have mercy on us who didn’t 
know, didn’t see, didn’t say, 
didn’t do, didn’t love.  Have 
mercy. Have mercy on the 
lonely, the invisible, the lost, 
the rejected.  And have mercy 
on those who didn’t know to 
prepare for heaven that day, 
who left things unfinished, 
who would have begged for 
just one more day to make 
things right with others, and 
with You... Have mercy.  

He raised up the shirt under the faucet and watched the 
blood and water flow out from it.  The image of the Divine 
Mercy’s rays of blood and water flashed before his eyes.  The 
words closing out the Chaplet poured forth from his lips:   
“Jesus, I trust in you.  Jesus, I trust in you.  Jesus, I trust in 
you”.  Tears which would not come in the confusion of the 
evening now came freely and mixed with the blood and 
water.  Mercy.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Though the gentleman in this story did not wish to 
be named, he desired that the story be told so that others might take 
up praying the Chaplet and entreat God’s Mercy for the world.  As 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy proclaims, Christians must strive to become 
intentional disciples of God’s mercy, who live by the evangelical ideal 
of trust and mercy, who preach the mercy of God through their daily 
living, and who plead His mercy for a world which often fails to 
recognize its need for it or even turns away from this saving gift from 

the God who desires that all may share in His Divine Life, eternally. 

“You expired, Oh Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth 
for souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole 
world.  O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop 
the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. . . “ 

The man continued pedaling, feeling his heartbeat rise and 
the perspiration drip.  He offered up his small sufferings of 
that day and of that moment, joining them to His Lord’s... 
“Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and 
Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in 
atonement for our sins and 
those of the whole world.”

And then, imagining the 
ten beads in his hands, on 
each he prayed the short, 
but powerful phrase: “For 
the sake of His sorrowful 
Passion, have mercy on us 
and on the whole world.”  
The man called to mind 
his own sins, sorrowfully 
and yet trustingly 
before God, allowing his 
conscience to be probed 
by the light of the gentle, 
healing Father.  And the 
souls of others whom the 
man loved were raised up, 
too, to the tender mercies 
of this God.  

The podcast of prayers 
continued and the man 
fell into a rhythm with his 
pedaling prayer... And then 
it happened:  A sudden 
pop.  A startling staccato 
of them.  And the screams.  
And the throng of women 
streaming out of the 
exercise room next door. And then the woman falling into 
his arms, bloodied, crying.

The man, mid-prayer, was caught up into the most 
surreal of moments.  It unfolded as in slow motion.  He 
tried to comfort those he could.  His shirt was streaked 
with blood.  He struggled to understand what was 
happening.  And then it was over.  The shooter and three 
others were dead.   

“Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have 
mercy on us and on the whole world.  Holy God, Holy Mighty 
One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.  Holy God, Holy Might one, Holy Immortal One, have 
mercy on us and on the whole world.”

The podcast was still playing. The prayer was still on 
the man’s lips as he looked around at the anguished, 
terrified women.  

the man, mid-prayer, was caught up 
into the most surreal of moments.
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4: FOR EVERY       :

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body 
and Blood, Soul and Divinity of 

Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in atonement for our 
sin’s and those of the whole world.

5: FOR EVERY    :

For the sake of His sorrowful 
passion, have mercy on us and on 

the whole world.

6: FINALLY, THREE TIMES:

Holy God, Holy Mighty One,
Holy Immortal One, have mercy on

us and on the whole world.

1: Our Father

2: Hail Mary

3: Apostle’s Creed

START

H
O

W
 T

O PRAY THE CHAPLET OF DIVINE M
ERC

Y
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In the face of ever-increasing secularization of society 
and a resulting “eclipse of the sense of God” Pope Saint 
John Paul II exhorted all Catholics not only to a “universal 
call to holiness” but also to become evangelists; to 
become intentional disciples of Christ who bring the 
Good News of Salvation to all corners of the world.  We 
are called to be a Church with a Mission.  Pope Benedict 
XVI furthered this exhortation by focusing on renewal of 
faith within the Church and creating a Pontifical Council 
for promoting the New Evangelization.  And in his first 
encyclical, Pope Francis continued the call, publishing 
“The Joy of the Gospel” which reveals concrete ways 
in which every baptized Catholic can and must be an 
evangelist – an ambassador of Christ in the world.  

The most effective Evangelists, Pope Francis observes 
in his writing, are those who have encountered Christ 
personally and have been transformed and liberated by 
his love.  From out of this transformative experience of 
love, a joy which is profoundly attractive flows forth.  
And it is precisely this joy which becomes the primary 
means by which the Gospel is spread.  This insight, 
which has become more and more explicit throughout 
the three last papacies, has transformed the methods by 
which the Church is now engaging in evangelization.  
The New Evangelization, then, is not firstly about the 
handing on of information (catechesis) or about offering 
explanation about our beliefs (apologetics), but about 
being joyful bearers of the irresistible Love of Christ in 
the world.  It is our joyful witness which becomes the 
entry point for others to encounter Christ.

This call to the New Evangelization has renewed the 
mission of the parish:  The parish church is seen not 
merely as a place to which people come to receive 

the Sacraments and catechesis, but as a missionary 
instrument of the Holy Spirit which reaches out to 
bring Christ to the world.  The Parish actively seeks to 
increase the probability of a personal, transformative 
encounter with Christ, so that parishioners will come 
to know themselves as beloved sons and daughters 
of God and so begin to live as such.  Though the 
Eucharistic encounter with Christ is surely the pinnacle 
of our faith, this mystery may not be fully realized in 
all its power by those who have not first encountered 
Christ personally.  Small faith communities, often 
led by laypersons with support from their pastors, 
are continually springing up:  One can find prayer 
groups, bible study groups, Devotional groups, all 
aimed at forming intentional disciples of Christ who 
can recognize him and be fed by him in the Eucharist 
and who are thus equipped to bring Him to others as 
faithful, joyful ambassadors to the world. 

St. Louise offers many opportunities for parishioners 
to experience the New Evangelization personally.  
The launch of Christ Life/Discovering Christ this fall 
is a splendid example of one.  The program drew in 
non-Catholics, non-Christians as well as convert and 
cradle Catholics who simply desired to come to know 
Christ more deeply.  Other such opportunities include 
Devotions on Tuesday, ongoing Bible Studies where 
faith and study are combined, Men’s and Women’s 
Fellowships, the daytime and evening Women of Grace 
communities, multiple prayer and Rosary groups, the 
Marian Consecration groups, and Adoration, all of which 
gather people together explicitly to encounter Christ, 
to grow in transforming knowledge and love of Him, 
and so become persons through whom others may 
encounter Him. 

whaT is The new evangelizaTion?
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A ministry is forming in our parish 
inspired by The Disciples of Divine 
Mercy in the Holy Face of Jesus begun 
in Buffalo, New York.  Its founder, 
Kathy Wabick, spoke at the Magnificat 
breakfast in Pittsburgh in 2014 and 
answered our request to speak at St. 
Louise on November 11 as we begin 
formation with a group of volunteers 
and with the help of Father Daniele 
Vallecorsa.  Jesus himself told Saint 
Faustina to “Pray as much as you can 
for the dying.  By your entreaties obtain 
for them trust in my mercy because 
they have the most need of it and have 
it the least. Be assured that the grace 
of eternal salvation for certain souls in 
their final moment depends on your 
prayer.” (Diary 1777)

Volunteers are organizing in groups of 2 
or 3 to visit the sick and the dying in the 
parish of St. Louise at the request of the 
family.  Volunteers will be praying the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy at the bedside 
as the rest of the volunteers pray the 
chaplet from home or where they are 
for the dying person, his/her family 
as well as those at the bedside.  The 
ministry includes once a month prayer 
formation for the volunteers with the 
guidance of Father Daniele. 

In light of the New Evangelization 
and Bishop Zubik’s “Campaign for 
the Church Evangelizing,” St. Louise 
de Marillac School has amped up its 
efforts to bring the faith alive in the 
daily experiences of students and 
families.   

In addition to attending Friday Mass 
as a school community, students also 
participate in the Living Rosary and 
Living Stations of the Cross.  

The saints have been incorporated 
into daily classroom prayers and 
lessons and, hopefully, into each 
student’s personal spirituality. Images 
and quotes from the saints bedeck 
the hallways from All Hallow’s Eve 
through the end of November.  

Student council leaders are being 
encouraged to lead through 
discipleship.

Families are invited to participate 
in engaging family liturgical 
experiences during Advent and Lent.  

Faith formation programming 
for women, aimed at fostering a 
deeper relationship with Christ 
and enriching our community with 
friendship, is offered throughout 
the school year.

Opportunities for couples faith 
formation and fellowship have also 
been added. 

In addition, the school has placed an 
emphasis on corporal and spiritual 
works of mercy as opposed to “service 
projects.”  Students are encouraged 
to see charitable activities as flowing 
naturally from their relationships 
with God to manifest His divine love 
concretely in the world.  Eighth grade 
students take turns being Christ’s 
hands and heart at Jubilee Soup 
Kitchen downtown throughout the 
school year, and the school presents 
monthly opportunities to reach 

TH
E

 n
E

W
 E

vA
n

G
E

LI
ZA

TI
O

n

out in love to our needy brothers 
and sisters in our community.  Each 
Advent, students engage in a large 
hands-on charitable project, which 
also reintroduces rich Catholic family 
traditions like luminaries and Advent 
wreaths, and provides guidance for 
practicing family prayer.    

Catholic Schools Week brings the 
faith alive with engaging Catholic 
speakers and a storyteller who 
captivates students with the 
fascinating and inspiring lives of the 
saints. The “For the Greater Glory of 
God” talent show is an effort to praise 
God for our gifts, and the “Matthew 
25 Works of Mercy Challenge” helps 
our students to be mindful of their 
holy purpose in the world.

The 8th grade Confirmation 
preparation year has been 
transformed by the use of Matthew 
Kelly’s dynamic and engaging Decision 
Point series, an example of the New 
Evangelization par excellence. The 
school also plans to introduce the 
students to the practice of the 
Daily Examen, a spiritual exercise 
in meeting God and conversing 
with him in the sanctuary of one’s 
heart and conscience.  In the future, 
the school hopes to provide more 
engaging experiences of Adoration, 
and to host more Catholic speakers, 
writers, artists, and performers.  
Special attention is being given to 
finding ways to help our students 
be more conversational in their faith 
by offering more opportunities for 
them to encounter Christ and reflect 
together on their experiences. 

We pray that Christ will be sensed at 
every turn in the school hallways so 
that our students and their families 
might have real, transformative, 
encounters with Him, which will 
nourish and sustain them as they 
venture into the world. 

The new evangelizaTion 
anD sT. louise sTuDenTs 

anD faMilies

coMing To 
sT. louise… 

Divine MercY 
MinisTrY
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   t. Louise de Marillac School has long been known for offering faith-
fortifying opportunities for students and families. Now it plans to provide 
new opportunities to nourish the faith of its faculty as well.  
Principal Ken Klase explains that, in order for the faculty to bring their faith alive in their classrooms, 
they, too, need opportunities to seek out Christ in their own lives and better understand the role 
faith – and people of faith – have played in human history.  The majority of textbooks either omit 
references to the Church or make derogatory or biased references to it, so this takes extra effort 
and study.  Since learning how to do this is not a part of the formative education of our teachers,  
Mr. Klase invited two speakers -- Mike Aquilina and Dr. Michel Therrien – to address the faculty 
to help begin a conversation about how to be teachers who are both faithful witnesses to Christ 

and faithful to their vocations as teachers within specific disciplines. 

MiKe aquilina on sainTs 
anD angels anD evangelizing 

The classrooM

S

“...truths abide in every 
age, even in the ages that 
refuse to accept them.”
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On the Saints
The saints ground us:  they remind us that the problems 
we face today are not new, but have been faced time and 
again throughout history, and they assure us that these 
problems can be overcome with persistence, courage, 
faith, hope, and love.  

We learn from the saints that “truths abide in every age, 
even in the ages that refuse to accept them.”  This gives 
us courage when we need to take a stand for truth and 
goodness. When we do this, we stand in good company: 

“The Book of Genesis tells us that at the moment God 
made us, he said it is not good for us to be alone.  And so he 
created us not to live in solitude, but in community.  And 
he created a community for us to live in.  That community 
is a communion.  It’s a kingdom.  It’s the Church.  It’s the 
communion of saints.”

In Catholic schools, the stories of the saints must be 
retrieved, told, and celebrated across the disciplines.  

One can find the names of saints in our history and 
social science books. Catholics have helped advance the 
gamut of the empirical sciences, in paleontology, geology, 
chemistry, genetics, biology, statistics, mathematics, and 
physics. Saints have been among those who introduced 
the principals of human equality; the dignity of man, 
woman, and child; and morality in warfare. Saints have 
also founded modern hospitals, universities, and the 
parochial school systems that educated immigrants, the 
impoverished, and the enslaved.  Yet most of our books 
do not talk about the motivations of these scientists and 
social thinkers.  This is the untold history our teachers 
have an opportunity to discover and share.

The story of St. Justin shows that the ancient world was 
not that different from our own. It enjoyed peace, but had 
grown tired, hopeless, sterile, and debauched.  St. Justin, 
a “superhero” in Christ, gave the world new reasons to 
go forward in hope.  His passionate and tireless witness 
to the truth of Christ, even in the face of mockery, 
violent persecution, and a looming threat of martyrdom, 
transformed the culture.  Christianity grew at a rate of 40 
percent per decade during this time of persecution. We are 
“impoverished” if we don’t know and develop friendships 
with superheroes of the faith like St. Justin.  

On the Angels
Angels, the other superheroes of our faith, offer us 
“the grace of companionship.” The term “angel” 
means “messenger,” and angels, as Aquilina puts it, 
they are “instant messaging” us all the time!

Angels appear throughout the Bible, acting as ministers 
of comfort, encouragement, fearsome warning, and 
miraculous intervention. They appear alone and in 
armies, interacting with events and humans. They 
are a part of every prophet’s mission, purifying the 
lips of Isaiah, for instance, that he might be an able 
mouthpiece for God.  To Zechariah, an angel appeared 
as a kind of “tour guide,” leading him around to survey 
an unfamiliar landscape of spiritual realities.  An angel 
even appeared to Balaam, who prophesied falsely, and 
literally scared the daylights out of him by taking the 
fearsome form of a warrior.

In short, God has revealed that angels are a normal 
means by which he communicates to man. Can we 
afford to miss these heavenly communications by 
failing to know the history of angels, to call upon them 
for aid, and to attend to their presence? 

Angels ministered to Jesus when he fasted in the desert 
and trembled in the garden. Yet, because Jesus was 
God, we know that he did not need the help of angels.  
What could this mean? Aquilina suggested this tells us 
something very important about how God responds to 
human suffering, agony, loneliness, and need. He sends 
his angels as friends to us, to get us through. We are 
never left alone. 

Incorporating devotion to angels and daily prayers to 
our guardian angels ought to become a habit of every 
Christian because angels are ever-present, offering 
wisdom, guidance, protection from evil, warning, and 
even, as in the spectacular case of St. Peter in chains, 
liberating us so we can live in Christ and spend our 
lives confidently and joyfully bringing others to His 
redeeming love. 

Angels are everywhere, including the home and 
classroom. Each person has one.  It is, therefore, a good 
strategy to enlist their help. They have your and your 
children’s/students’ best interests in mind and can help 
you work together in the holy endeavor of learning! 

Mike Aquilina has written more than 40 books on Catholic history, doctrine, and devotion; has hosted nine television series 
and several documentary films; and is a frequent guest on Catholic radio. Here are some highlights from his remarks:

MIKE 
AquILINA

god has revealed that angels 
are a normal means by which 

he communicates to man.
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W  hat difference does faith make in the Catholic 
Classroom?  How can and how should Catholic School 
teachers integrate the Catholic worldview and vision of 
the human person - his meaning, and vocation - across 
the curriculum?  These are the questions with which Dr. 
Michel Therrien, Secretary of Evangelization and Catholic 
Education for the Diocese of Pittsburgh, grappled in his 
address to St. Louise School Faculty in October.  

A theologian with deep pastoral and educational experience 
and a leader in the New Evangelization, Dr. Therrien 
reflected on the two things he believes must be a part of 
the mission of Catholic schools:

We must strive to send our children forth fortified by an 
ongoing relationship with Christ and an understanding of 
their purpose to know, love and serve Him.

Secondly, students should have a basic familiarity with the 
contributions of faithful Christians in the advancement of 
the human good across all disciplines of human knowing. 

If we fail to help our students to know that they are loved 
by God and that their purpose is to love, and serve Christ 
and if we fail to acquaint them with the wisdom, virtues, 
and insights of the communion into which they have been 

baptized, we will have been derelict in our responsibilities 
as Catholic Educators.  Certainly, this task of educating in 
the Faith firstly falls upon parents.  But the Catholic School 
is meant to be a trusted aid to parents in this undertaking.   

Therrien began by stressing that faith is not something to 
be compartmentalized.  It is not to be confined in just one 
particular period of the day called “Religion class”.  Why?  
“Because faith is an “integrative reality” – it permeates all 
facets of life, acts upon, aids, and illumines our reason.  
It is not opposed to reason.  In Catholic thought, it is 
a fundamental principle that Faith and reason, both 
originating in God, converge on the same truth.”  

This relationship between faith and reason needs to 
be explored intentionally in the classroom by Catholic 
Educators.  Dr. Therrien warned that the modern lie that 
maintains that faith is antithetical to reason and so to 
science has permeated every discipline, some worse than 
others, and that teachers must tease out these biases in 
many of the texts we use.  In so doing, they can then 
help students recognize and rebut them when they are 
encountered and so gain confidence in the robust nature 
of our well-reasoned faith.  If our students instead hold 
to the belief that faith is non-rational or irrational, based 

Dr. Michel Therrien on The 
caTholic school as a cenTer 

of evangelizaTion

33  WiNter 2015 |  the st. louise herald



only on feelings or pre-scientific “myth”, they are left 
vulnerable to the false, yet pervasive, arguments of 
those who have as their mission to disabuse Catholic 
students of their faith.

In the second half of his talk to our faculty, Dr. Therrien 
stressed that Catholic School faculty are, as Bishop 
Zubik calls them, “ministers of the Faith”.  As such, 
they are called to live out their faith and to continue 
to grow in their relationship to Christ.  This personal 
relationship, which produces conviction and joy, can 
be a bridge for students to cross over into their own, 
deeper relationship with Christ.  

Catholic parents and teachers have the responsibility of 
modelling authentic Christianity to younger people.  And 
fortified by a lively, intelligent faith, the Catholic School 
teacher is called to consider his or her discipline not from 
within the confines of secular materialism’s reasoning, 
but from within the horizon of meaning which Revelation 
provides us.  What might this look like?  Dr. Therrien, in 
his limited amount of time gave some glimpses: 

- In Science, students should understand that because 
of the Church’s confidence in the complementarity of 
Faith and Reason, Catholic scientists went forth with 
wonder and confidence to explore, discover, and expand 
the horizons of human knowledge.  Our students should 
know that Catholic scientists and mathematicians are 
credited with developing what we know as Scientific 
Method and that Catholics were the founders of 
modern science, of medicine, of genetics, of hospitals, 
and universities.  They were also the architects and 
artists who dreamed Cathedrals and the engineers and 
mathematicians who figured out how to buttress them 
and span their expansive domes.  They were the first 
astronomists, geologists and geophysicists, etc.  Our 
students must know that the Church is no enemy of 
science, but perhaps her greatest of patrons.  

Doing Science as a Catholic means “coming at knowing 
things from the perspective of Christian cosmology, 
not secular materialism”. According to this false and 
crippled philosophy, there is no reality beyond what is 
discoverable in the material realm.  The Catholic knows 
this is false and knows it can be reasonably demonstrated 
as such.   Therrien  took time to explain that, contrary 
to what many uninformed people may believe,  having 
a Christian cosmology as a Catholic does not mean 
operating from a fundamentalist reading of the Bible.  
In fact, Catholics read Genesis not as science, nor as 
history, nor as myth.  Instead, it is read as a Divinely 
inspired “metaphysical narrative” which conveys the 
fullness of the reality which God wishes for us to know.   

Genesis, explained Dr. Therrien, is the revealed story of 
God establishing a dwelling place, a family, a temple.  
Through this sacred story, God “pulls back the veil” 
(Revelation) to show us Himself and to reveal to us 
the purpose and meaning of Creation.  Genesis conveys 

the order, symmetry, and hierarchical ordering of 
the Communion of Being in which He has chosen to 
dwell.  The narrative reveals who God is (a creator, a 
thinker, an artist, a lover) and who we are (created not 
out of necessity, but out of love, in God’s own image 
and likeness, called to walk and talk with God as his 
beloved creatures.)  Further, it tells of a universe which is 
contingent on the free will of God and thus is a gift, shot 
through with intelligibility and beauty.  This gift elicits 
gratitude, humility, wonder, and awe in human persons.  
Such, then, ought to be the disposition of every Catholic 
teacher in his or her approach to each discipline.

Dr. Therrien demonstrated at length how the Christian 
cosmology of Genesis provides a valuable corrective 
to the false philosophies of science and of man which 
come up short in explaining humans and the world in 
which they live.  The Metaphysical account of creation 
which it gives demonstrates the profound failings of the 
myths of materialism, positivism, and mechanization 
by revealing to us how none of these flawed scientific 
explanations can fully account for human freedom, 
friendship, love or meaning. 

In Genesis, we discover that things don’t just happen 
because of physical or biological or genetic causation as 
some flawed explanations suggest.  Rather, it is primarily 
human intentionality which shapes the story of the 
universe.   Genesis shows that it is through human 
decisions, action, and relationships that history becomes 
a story of persons and communities advancing toward 
communion and wholeness, or a story in which man 
and the human community dis-integrate into the evil of 
chaos, destruction, and death.  Does this not ring true to 
human experience?  It is surely not contrary to human 
reason to approach the world with this understanding.

this relationship between faith 
and reason needs to be explored 
intentionally in the classroom 

by catholic educators.
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Mathematics
Bringing faith into the 
classroom involves, 
in part, showing that 
Math is a language 
which communicates 
relationship. It com-
municates propor-
tionality, relationality, 
symmetry, balance.  
Therrien encourages 
the Catholic math-
ematician to ask “Why 
would God want us 
to contemplate these 
things?”  He will find, 
in part, that God com-
municates something 
of Himself through 
order, beauty, and 
intelligibility.  The 
ancients actually used 
math to find their way 
out of superstition and 
fear and into a kind of 
proto-faith in an intel-
ligible Being behind all 
reality. The Catholic 
math teacher can 
share that the world 
is sweetly ordered by 
God and her “lan-
guage is math”. 

Music
The teacher can point out 
that the language of math 
is expressed in the sound, 
silence, rythym, melody 
and harmony of music.  
He encouraged math and 
music teachers to help 
their students understand 
something of the glorious 
truth that God himself 
is the author of these 
disciplines. Practicing 
them is actually a kind of 
participation in God’s in-
ner life!   “Faith”, he said, 
“gives us the eyes to see 
the transcendent reality 
which math and science 
describe” and music gives 
our ears the ability to 
hear and respond to that 
reality. Blaise Paschal, 
the philosopher, writer, 
physicist, and mathemati-
cian is a great example 
of a Catholic whose 
work in math and other 
disciplines was taken up 
and expanded by his faith.  
And students of music 
should know that it is no 
accident that so many of 
the greatest musicians 
and composers of the 
West have been Catho-
lic, and that their music 
often was an expression 
of holy awe and wonder 
at the glorious truth of 
our redemption in Christ.

Literature
Therrien suggested  
three things:  

•	Make	a	point	to	have	
Catholic school students 
read literature shaped 
by the Christian 
imagination. (This 
includes the Bible.)  Yet 
the texts don’t all have 
to be explicitly about 
Christianity or about 
being Christian, but 
“should refer to the 
narrative imagination 
of the Bible”.  The 
Chronicles of Narnia and 
The Lord of the Rings 
are good examples of 
such literature.  Poetry 
written by Christians 
would be good subject 
matter as well. 

•	When	reading	non-
Christian literature, we 
should help our students 
find themes and issues 
with which they can 
compare and contrast 
with the Christian 
viewpoint.  

•	In	reading	anti-Christian	
literature, students 
should be practiced 
in teasing out and 
wrestling with the 
conflicting world-views 
being presented.  What 
does our faith say about 
the nature of man and 
woman?  What does our 
faith tell us about the 
meaning and purpose of 
human life?  What does 
this text say, in contrast?  
While engaging in such 
dialogue with literature, 
the student can begin to 
appropriate the Christian 
world-view for himself.   

Dr. Therrien  showed that Christian cosmology provides a much greater horizon of knowing which 
discloses more and more of the complex truth of human beings and the immaterial realities of the 
human spirit, of human freedom, and of human responsibility which we seek to understand. 

History
Therrien made it clear 
that we need to employ 
sources beyond the 
standard textbooks at 
our disposal.  There are 
multitudes of wonderful 
historical works, even 
primary texts, from 
which we can draw.  He 
reminded the faculty that 
“In teaching history, we 
must remember that it is 
narratively based – it is 
a story.”  And though we 
shouldn’t teach history 
as Church history, we 
should, he says, tease 
out and examine the 
metanarratives – the 
stories which demonstrate 
the destruction of cultures 
and societies through sin, 
and find, for instance, the 
virtuous characters who 
moved humanity forward 
in truth and justice, mercy 
and love. What were their 
loves, their motivations? 
We should help students 
understand where 
Christians failed to live up 
to their calling and also 
to detect biases against 
the Church which do not 
reflect the true story.  As 
Catholics, we have to 
insist that our story be 
truthfully delivered and 
we can’t let the state-
issued texts deliver their 
version of it.  If the goal 
of education is to become 
more fully human through 
encountering what is 
true, then we have to do 
our best at ensuring that 
encounter happens in our 
history classes. 
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Government and 
Economics
Therrien counsels 
teachers to turn to 
Catholic anthropology 
and Catholic Social 
teaching to ask among 
other things: What 
is humanity?  What 
is its purpose?  What 
is the meaning of 
human suffering?  In 
what does freedom 
consist?  To what 
human good is freedom 
ordered?  Students 
should practice teasing 
out the underlying 
anthropologies in the 
various experiments of 
economic programs and 
political orders.  The 
Catholic teacher must 
help students discover 
and analyze ideologically 
problematic positions 
and the resulting human 
misery which they 
cause.  Here, the writings 
of Thomas Aquina’s 
works and Pope Leo 
XIII’s Rerum Novarum, 
the foundational 
encyclical on Catholic 
social teaching, are 
indispensable in 
understanding Catholic 
thought.  The Church, 
Therrien exclaimed, has 
some very profound 
things to say about the 
nature, purpose, and 
dignity of man and 
woman, the dignity 
of work, the sanctity 
of human conscience, 
the evil of slavery, 
and our students 
must be exposed to 
these teachings in the 
classroom if we are to 
raise up well-trained 
Catholic economists and 
politicians in the future. 

Performing and 
Studio Arts
Therrien’s suggestion is 
to teach these subjects 
with the conviction 
that “beauty is a 
transcendental which 
refers us to God.”  Art 
says something to 
us about reality and 
about ourselves.  We 
must, then, not simply 
teach technique, but 
also ask why we do 
it at all, why anyone 
makes art or music, or 
drama.  The works of 
Pope Saint John Paul II 
in his Letters to Artists 
and on the Philosophy 
of Beauty can help us 
deepen our appreciation 
for art , artists, and 
their highest purposes. 
Students should be 
familiar with the works 
and themes of the many 
great Catholic artists 
and be familiar with 
their themes so as to 
come to appreciate the 
staggeringly significant 
Catholic contribution 
to the philosophy and 
history of art.  

And finally, Therrien had suggestions for the teacher 
of languages.  Even here, the Catholic mind sees an 
opportunity to express something profound beyond the 
mechanics of language:  “Language is an expression of 
the human soul, of the human spirit”.  It points us out 
beyond ourselves and enables us to commune in shared 
understanding with others.  Language is yet another 
proof that, as Genesis points out, we are not meant to 
be alone, but are meant to transcend ourselves in shared 
experience, understanding, and meaning; in shared 
communion with one another and with God.  Language 
is, in fact, ultimately the product of human longing for 
communion with God. 

Closing his remarks, Therrien reflected sympathetically 
on the difficulties faced by our Catholic school teachers 
today, a significant one being a lack of guidance in 
choosing age and content- appropriate supplementary 
materials.  But he encouraged teachers to challenge 
themselves and their colleagues to be bold in seeking 
ways to expand the horizons of their classrooms.  Still 
more important, is this:  As Catholics, teachers (and 
parents, too), must ever seek to grow in their relationship 
to Christ. We should all take heart that in his wisdom, 
God has created us so that an encounter with an 
authentically faithful and joyful Catholic is every bit as 
persuasive and transformative, if not more so, than even 
the most well-reasoned arguments for Christianity.

With the help of Mike Aquilina and Dr. Therrien, our 
faculty has been set on a course of conversation which 
will enable them to think concretely about their roles 
and methods as teachers faithfully engaged in the 
New Evangelization.  Though it was only the start of a 
conversation, it helped plot a course for an exciting and 
inspired journey ahead for our Catholic School. 
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fa i t h  Community

P R AY  Together

if you’ve attended Mass at St. Louise recently, you may 
have noticed many references to On Mission for the Church 
Alive! whether it was a message in the homily, a prayer 
after intercessions, or an announcement in the bulletin, 
we have been sharing more and more information about 
Bishop David Zubik’s planning initiative. His goal is to 
help every faith community in our diocese become a more 
vibrant place of worship and service, while at the same time 
challenging all of us to be excited about our faith.

Our pastor, Father Joseph Sioli, commented that Bishop’s 
Zubik’s plans are in line with the call of our most recent 
popes, St. John Paul ii, Benedict, and Francis: that in order to 
keep the Church vibrant, we are all called to evangelization. 

THE WORD “MISSIOn” COMES FROM A 
LATIn WORD MEAnInG “TO SEnD” AnD 
WHEn WE THInk OF SEnDInG SOMEOnE 
On A MISSIOn, WE THInk OF A PERSOn 
unDERTAkInG An IMPORTAnT TASk. 
WHAT TASk COuLD BE MORE IMPORTAnT 
THAn OuR BAPTISMAL MISSIOn TO 
MInISTER TO OTHERS In JESuS’ nAME?

And because we have a generous, loving Father, we receive 
powerful gifts from the Holy Spirit to help us on our mission. 
we receive the virtues of faith, hope, and charity, as well as 
the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit – wisdom, understanding, 

counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. in 
addition, each of us receives specific charisms to help build 
up the Church, such as teaching, healing, administration, 
and leadership. 

The question is, what are our gifts, and how is God calling 
us to use them? whether it is in our homes, our schools, our 
places of business, or the wider world, directed by the Holy 
Spirit, each of us has a mission to live out our baptismal call.

in a letter sent by Bishop Zubik this spring, he encouraged 
Catholics to “dream big, say, ‘yes!’ and roll up your 
sleeves to get more involved in the work of the Church 
through five important realities—the Eucharist, catechesis, 
evangelization, formation, and stewardship.”

Bishop Zubik is also calling all of us to pray together as 
the diocese begins the planning process, founded on 
the principles of collaboration, courage, and compassion. 
Father Joe echoed this sentiment, saying that we are 
being called to pray together, throughout the diocese, 
to understand our own parish and our needs, and to look 
at our neighboring parishes and to be open to working 
together in new ways. “we are called to pray for the work 
of all Catholics in the diocese,” he said.

in addition to asking all St. Louise parishioners to pray and 
reflect, Bishop Zubik is asking each of us to be a friend to 
Jesus, and to make friends for Jesus, stating, “we are on 
the threshold of beginning a new adventure in our Catholic 
faith that will call us to discern clearly about our mission 
in this diocese. we must courageously take up this new 
challenge that touches everyone and every aspect of our 
life together in the Diocese of Pittsburgh.”  

oN MissioN For

By teRRy kish
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For the ChurCh aliVe!
Our Campaign for the Church Alive! is an opportunity to help serve the needs 
of our brothers and sisters throughout the Diocese of Pittsburgh, as well as 
nourish our own Catholic community here at Saint Louise de Marillac Parish.  
This endeavor was designed to ensure the long-term ability of the Diocese 
to support our immediate priorities, launch new programs, and address local 
parish needs in one coordinated effort.

if all pledges are paid in full, St. Louise will receive nearly $1.3 million for 
initiatives in the school and parish.  we will continue to provide updates on 
the progress of our efforts as we work very hard to be good stewards of the 
money you generously give.

Goals aNd ProGress to date:

 Pursue pastoral plan of evangelization, ongoing renewal, and  
 re-engagement of both active and inactive parishioners. 
  The ChristLife program was launched this fall.  Please see  
  the article in this issue for more information.  

 improve furnishings and storage to allow for wider use of  
 parish facilities for outreach, parish organizations, and 
 volunteer opportunities. 
  Improvements were made to the Religious Education and 
  school offices this past summer.

 replace school building’s boiler and roof. 
  Roof replacement scheduled for Summer 2016

 Continue improvements to parish campus walkways 
 and landscaping. 
  Some landscaping improvements were made around 
  the school building this fall.

 Build parish savings account for future capital expenses.

we ask that you please continue to pay on your pledge so that we can 
accomplish the goals set out at the beginning of the campaign. Thank you!

If all pledges 

are paid in full,  

St. Louise will 

receive nearly 

$1.3 million for 

initiatives in the 

school and parish.

Thank
    You

PARISH TARGET: $2,370,000

PLEDGES RECEIvED: $3,000,000

FunDS RECEIvED AT ST. LOuISE AS OF 10/31/15: $332,155.08

our CaMPaiGN 
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Students who witness “acts of kindness” write them 

down and add them to a kindness paper chain in their 

homerooms.  The students are also selling St. Louise 

Act of Kindness Car Magnets to benefit the Wounded 

Warrior Project. You can help us support this great cause 

by purchasing a customized St. Louise AOK magnet 

today! The suggested donation is $5, and the magnets 

are available at the school office or LeGras Parish Center.  

All donations above $3 will benefit the Wounded Warrior Project.

ACt of 
kindness?
IN AN EffORT TO HONOR WAR VETERANS – THE ANGELS WHO HAVE PROTECTED 

US AND OUR COUNTRy – THE STUDENTS Of ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC SCHOOL 

HAVE LAUNCHED AN “ACT Of KINDNESS” (AOK) CAMPAIGN. 

What’s Your

awesome
magnet for s

ale!
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1. Beginning in 
September, over 1,000 
lunches have been 
served each Monday by 
8th grade students from 
St. Louise de Marillac 
School who volunteer at 
the Jubilee Soup Kitchen 
every year.

2. In October, over 450 
baby bottles filled with 
coins were collected for 
the Pregnancy Resource 
Center.

3. In December, 950 
Giving Tree gifts will be 
distributed. 

4. 150 bags of gently 
used clothing have been 
collected and donated to 
the Holy Family Institute.

5. 500 books have been 
provided to Veteran’s 
Nursing Homes in 
Pittsburgh

6. In November, 38 families 
from Mooncrest received a 
full Thanksgiving dinner and 
extra food for a week.

E very day, the generous people of St. Louise 

help those in need, not only within our 

parish, but also in the local community.  Here 

is just a sampling of the impact our efforts 

have had over the past few months:

7. Every Monday evening 
a group of volunteers 
goes into the city of 
Pittsburgh to help the 
homeless by providing 
food, clothing, shoes, 
blankets, and toiletry 
items.  In addition, The 
Ladies of Charity have 
collected a large supply 
of food to restock the 
food pantry. 

While this is not a 

comprehensive list, 

it illustrates the 

compassion shown 

by our parishioners.  

Thank you for your 

continued generosity 

and kind spirits!

Lending 
a Hand

to Those in Need
1000

luNches
seRved

450
bottles
Filled

950
giviNg tRee

giFts

38
thaNks- 
giviNgs

150
bags oF
clothes

500
books

MaNy
geNeRal

Necessities
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B y  N a N c y  g i l l e s P i e 

On a beautiful Saturday 

in August, more than 

600 members of the 

St. Louise de Marillac 

school community came 

together for our first 

annual Schoolapalooza.

What began as an idea planted 
by the Holy Spirit became a reality, 
thanks to the efforts of a huge 
team of volunteers who welcomed 
families after mass to celebrate 
the upcoming school year.

As parents manned the grills 
and prepped in the cafeteria, 
kids climbed, bounced, got 
their faces painted, and played 
games. We were blessed with 
the best weather of the summer 

was a huge success!

– sunny, no humidity, and a 
slight breeze. More importantly, 
however, we were blessed by 
the spirit of community that was 
evident as the families worked 
together, prayed together, ate 
together, and played together. 
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Inspiring boys to become
Men of Faith, 

Men of Scholarship, 
Men of Service

Centra l  Catho l i c
High  Schoo l

www.centra lcatho l i chs .com

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

CE
N

TR
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Pro Deo et Patria



 
Look for more information in future church bulletins!

St. Louise de Marillac 

FAMILY FISH FRY
February 12 –

March 18

The Family Fish Frys are held every Friday of Lent (except Good Friday) 
beginning February 12, 2016 in the LeGras Parish Center.  We typically 
serve 1,000 – 1,500 meals per week.  This is an opportunity for members 
of our parish, school, and surrounding community to share food, 
fellowship, and fun with friends and family.  

To defray some of the FFF expenses, we are offering sponsorship 
opportunities to parishioners, school, families, and the local community.  
Sponsorships can be taken by businesses or families.  In addition to the 
sponsorship opportunities, we encourage you to attend the Fish Fry 
events with your family, enjoy a great meal, and support St. Louise at 
the same time.  We look forward to seeing you there!

Back by popular demand…
Soups and pasta from Pasta Too
Desserts from Bethel Bakery
Homemade lump crab cakes
 
New this year…
Credit card payments will be accepted
Online ordering will be available
Sponsor the �sh fry for the week!
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St. Louise Sponsor: $1,000
• Company logo or family name on table tents on all tables at the FFF
• Company logo or family name on signage above the bar area
• Company logo or family name on children’s coloring pages
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 

(semi-annual parish and school publication to 3,000 families)

Baldesberger Sponsor: $500
• Company logo or family name on signage above the kitchen area
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 

(semi-annual parish and school publication to 3,000 families)

Reception Sponsor: $500 
• Company logo or family name on signage above the registration area
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 

(semi-annual parish and school publication to 3,000 families)

Schonhardt Sponsor: $500 
• Company logo or family name on signage above the soup & salad area
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 

(semi-annual parish and school publication to 3,000 families)

de Marillac Sponsor: $500 
• Company logo or family name on signage above the takeout area
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 

(semi-annual parish and school publication to 3,000 families)

STL Sweet Treats Sponsor: $250
• Company logo or family name on signs on the dessert tables
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 

(semi-annual parish and school publication to 3,000 families)

Friends of St. Louise/Shout Outs: $100
• Company logo, family name, or shout out on a sign to hang on 

the wall in LeGras
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF

LeGras Circle: $50
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

St. Louise de Marillac 

FAMILY FISH FRY

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
 Yes!  We would like to become a sponsor of the St. Louise “Family Fish Fry”.
Please make check payable to “St. Louise de Marillac”; indicate “FFF sponsor” in the memo section of the check. Mail this form along with your check to:  
St. Louise de Marillac, 320 McMurray Road, Upper St. Clair, PA 15241, Attn: Lisa Osterhaus.  You may also drop the form off at LeGras Parish Hall.

COMPANY NAME:  PHONE:

CONTACT NAME: EMAIL: 

MAILING ADDRESS:

SPONSORSHIP LEVEL: PLEASE INDICATE YOUR LEVEL OF SPONSORSHIP (CIRCLE ONE): 

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Osterhaus at losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org. 

St. Louise Sponsor
Baldesberger Sponsor

Reception Sponsor
Schonhardt Sponsor

de Marillac Sponsor
STL Sweet Treats Sponsor

Friends of St. Louise/Shout Outs
LeGras Circle



2015 was an exciting season for the  
St. Louise football program.

The program celebrated its 50th year 
of continuous play in the Pittsburgh 
Catholic Diocesan League.

A total of 44 boys in grades 3-8 
participated in the program this 
year, forming three teams: Gold, a 
developmental team for grades 3 
and 4; Junior Varsity (JV), comprised 
of 5th and 6th graders; and Varsity, 
comprised of 7th and 8th graders.  

The Junior Varsity (JV) team won  
both the South Section championship 
and the Diocesan championship, 
finishing the season with an 8-0-1 
record. in the championship game on 
Sunday, October 25, 2015 at rooney 
Field on the Duquesne University 
campus, the JV defeated the East 
End Crusaders 26-18. The team 
had defeated the North Pittsburgh 
Catholic ironmen 24-0 to qualify for 
the Diocesan championships.

The Cross Country team, comprised of more than 40 
students in grades 3-8, had a very successful season on both 
the individual and team levels: 

The JV Boys finished in first place in the majority of this 
year’s local meets, including the South Hills invitational, 
where they placed first out of 15 teams!  

At the Diocesan Championships, the JV finished fourth out 
of 42 teams, bringing home an impressive trophy to add to 
the STL trophy case.  

Six St. Louise runners received medals for finishing within 
the top 25:  Drew west took 16th place and Matt Schearer 
took 23rd place out of a field of 263 JV Boys; Jacob Metcalf 
finished 15th among 158 Varsity Boys; Mary Nagy finished 
12th out of 236 JV Girls; Tess Helms placed 6th out of 154 
Varsity Girls; and Johnny Gasiorowski took 3rd place in the 
JV “Open” race, which had a field of 134 runners.  

in cross country meets, the top 5 fastest scores on a team 
count toward the team score.  More than half of the St. 
Louise runners contributed to the team’s successful finishes 
throughout the season!
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Seventy-one girls in grades 4-8 
participated in the St. Louise Girls 
Volleyball Program this season, 
including 25 players in grades 7-8 
who formed two Varsity teams and 46 
players in grades 4-6 who formed four 
JV teams in the Diocesan League.

The Varsity Green team finished the 
season as Section champions with a 
perfect 12-0 record and made it all 
the way to the semi-final round of the 
Diocesan playoffs before losing the 
opportunity to play in the Diocesan 
Championship by just four points.  
They finished 4th out of 43 Varsity 
teams in the Diocese.  Varsity Green 
also won the Cardinal wuerl North 
Catholic Tournament, and finished 
2nd at the St. Mary Condor Classic 
Tournament, the Oakland Catholic 
Tournament, and the Bishop Canevin 
Fall Classic Tournament.

The Varsity white team finished in 4th 
Place in their Section with a 5-7 record 
and did not qualify for the playoffs.

The JV Green team ended the season as Section champions, with a perfect 12-0 
record, and made it all the way to the quarter-final round of the Diocesan playoffs, 
where they finished tied for 5th place out of 43 JV teams in the Diocese.  JV Green also 
won the Silver Bracket at the St. Alphonsus Fall Classic Tournament, and finished 2nd at 
the Oakland Catholic Tournament and the St. Mary Condor Classic Tournament.

JV white finished 4th in its Section with a 6-6 record and did not qualify for the playoffs, 
while JV Gold & JV Black both finished 2-10 and tied for 6th place in their Section.
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Want your Parish or School group to be featured in the next issue of the Herald? E-mail Lisa Osterhaus, Director of Stewardship at losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gregory Giannotti & Gina desimone 
June 20, 2015

Craig Foster & laura elliott 
June 27, 2015

kyle young & Caitlin yonto 
July 4, 2015

stephen Moffat & stephanie tupi 
July 11, 2015

Chandrasekhar Bhagavatula 
& theresa kelly 
August 7, 2015

William Barger, iii & Carly Green 
August 8, 2015

sean Quinn & Cari Goss 
August 15, 2015

Baptisms from June - November 1, 2015

elise Marie Butera 
October 4, 2015

Cullen smith 
Cavanagh 
September 13, 2015

emilia rose Charrie 
September 20, 2015

theodore Francis Clark 
July 12, 2015

Brooke ann Cronin 
June 7, 2015

Benjamin david dawes 
August 16, 2015

olivia Grace donina 
October 4, 2015

ronan Martin dubbs 
July 26, 2015

Mary isabella dyer 
October 25, 2015

addison Clare Foster 
June 21, 2015

austin Jude hopkins 
August 23, 2015

Weddings from June - November 1, 2015

Patrick Nygaard & alexandra Moad 
August 15, 2015

Mark Miller & alexis Vaughan 
August 19, 2015

Matthew Freund & kaitlyn settimio 
August 22, 2015

scott McGeary & kaitlin Milligan 
thomas otroba & Christina hodges 
September 5, 2015

elliott lorenz & kelly luckasevic 
September 12, 2015

daniel schwarzwaelder  
& Jillian Godla 
September 19, 2015

Mason Willett & devan Gisoni 
October 2, 2015

hannah linnon Julius 
July 12, 2015

kenzie lee kawalkin 
October 11, 2015

Mila Christine 
kawalkin 
October 11, 2015

Jordan Grace Maher 
September 13, 2015

alexander Nicholas 
Matich 
July 26, 2015

thomas James Matich 
July 26, 2015

Grace irene Mercuri 
September 27, 2015

zoe alexandra 
Meynard 
October 4, 2015

Noah Jacob Metzger 
September 27, 2015

Mia isabel Misra 
August 16, 2015

Noah James 
Mongillo 
September 13, 2015

Mariana Margaret 
Mueller 
July 5, 2015

easton Cade 
Mytrysak 
October 18, 2015

James anthony Neal 
November 1, 2015

eleanor alice 
Palermo 
November 1, 2015

layla rose Pantano 
November 1, 2015

avery Nicole rice 
August 22, 2015

stella Brielle rice 
August 16, 2015

Melody Marie sable 
October 4, 2015

sadie Quinn sarneso 
September 27, 2015

Maura Mae schmitz 
July 12, 2015

theo kellen siconolfi 
July 19, 2015

evan dean stover 
August 30, 2015

Nathan William 
stover 
August 30, 2015

ella kate strathmann 
June 13, 2015

avery hope sullivan 
August 16, 2015

eli Jacob lombardi 
thomas 
October 4, 2015

teagan lynne Villani 
October 11, 2015

lily Grace yin 
June 7, 2015

Joseph Benedict zych 
August 9, 2015
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Brandon tirpak & alexandra rizzi 
October 3, 2015

dominic Bonaccorsi & lauren Crockett 
October 10, 2015

Francis ravella & Connie deProspo 
October 16, 2015

Patrick Gannon & Jillian russell 
(Validation) 
October 17, 2015

Nathaniel ecoff & ashley Blake 
October 17, 2015
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 Brouklin alger 
anily allsopp
alec Barr
Jack Beggy
Chad Behun
Jack Billetdeaux
Celine Blon
Grace Bodner
Colin Brinker
diana Brueggman
ian Carroll
Cara-Marie Chiocca
samuel Chlystek
lauren Connors
allison Constantini
samantha Cook
alaina Cooper
Will Coplan
henry Corey
Vincent Cortese
abigail Crookshank
Madison Culp
shannon Curry
Connor damon
abigail daniels
elli davis
Mitchell deCock
James deiuliis
taylor dePolo
lauren deshields
kalina deutsch
dorian diCenso
Jenna diFranco
Jenna dinkfelt
Gianna ellison
Jacob engel
Nicole engel
sarah Fick
John Fitzpatrick
Calli Folino
domenic Folino
thomas Fornear
alexander Gamrat
terrance Gensler
Quinn Giacobbe
Griffin Gillespie
Matthew Godwin
steven Goldbach

“The Spirit of the Lord is 

upon me, because He has 

anointed me to bring glad 

tidings to the poor.”

Luke 4:18

CONGrATULATiONS 
AND GOD’S CHOiCEST 
BLESSiNGS UPON THE 
NEwLy CONFirMED 
MEMBErS OF OUr PAriSH!   
wE LOOk FOrwArD TO 
yOU SHAriNG yOUr GiFTS 
OF THE SPiriT wiTH OUr 
FAiTH COMMUNiTy AND 
ALL THE wOrLD!

lauren Guzowski
Cory hardinger
austin harris
Catherine hassett
evan heilman
aiden huber
kiera James
Natalie Johnson
Christopher kaplan
Megan karrenbauer
katelyn keber
Mackenzie 
kellington
katherine king
robert knight
Claire kohler
Grace lamb
avery lang
emma larocco
kaela leonard
antonio llopart
angeline lorenz
Mary lydia lucas
spencer lynch
Nicholas Majkic
enzo Mancini
Paige Mattes
sydney McCann
hannah Mcintosh
Jenna Mckenney
Colin Mclinden
Macey Mesinere
logan Mielcusny
isabella Mihok
Madeline Mustin
Catherine Mueller
sara Mullen
Mikaela Narr
Caitlin o’halloran
holly obringer
Benjamin osterhaus
alina owsiany
Catherine Pal-
Freeman
Vanessa Peretin
eva Pettigrew
david Phillips
Matthew Phillips

Jennifer Pitts
dax Ploskina
Joseph Pulit
taylor Quinn
elizabeth racunas
Catherine rainone
Nicole reilly
david repine
Madison rice
shannon rodgers
rachel romano
John scalise
Peyton schaffer
olivia schlichting
isabella sciullo
daniel sentner
Maeve sentner
alexa sepesky
elizabeth shontz
eugene simeone
sarah slagle
katherine smolenski
Gabrielle sniegocki
daniel sounik
Camden start
ashlyn stefanov
seth stoll
sarah suchko
sean sullivan
Jason sweeney
erin thompson
leah tombs
Christopher toth
rachel tudi
lindsay turek
Brennan Valladares
emily Vargo
Melody Vissman
Jacob Wano
amanda Weiss
Jordan Weiss
sean Werner
alexander Wharton
Jenelle Wu
andrew yurick
Madison zediker
anna zierden

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

2015 CELEBRATION OF CONFIRMATION
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St. Louise de Marillac Parish
320 McMurray Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241

412-833-1010 
www.stlouisedemarillac.org


